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Reference is made to telephone call from SAC. L. 7 HOAffrwAV .A— 

Nev *>rk Division to Supervisor JOHN W 07 

I r^L ? ’ J- 9 ? 3 * 3AG B0AHDM4M indicated that he had, <» tteLdTte 

^fesQ. reporter 
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to |A0 BOASDMAN as a "card^arrying member of the Canmuniet Party. « 
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| JOSEPH RUSSO telephoned SA HUGO P. BUNDORI at the atimfnia »» j 
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Let. to Director 




indicated to SA BLAND0R1 that he wanted to be vary sure of his facts in 
this case because he did not want to be sued for libel by “COOPER# 

Co !>• rd'tc 

It is apparent that RUSSO was evidently trying to collaborate this information 
in ascertaining where .* the arrest of the R0SEN3EBGS took place. 


It should also be noted that in the report of Special Agent JAMES P. LEE at New York 
dated September 8, 1950, on the ROSENBERG case, page 36 of this report con- 
tains the results of an interview conducted on August, 21, 1950, by Special 
Agents NORMAN PHILCOX and THOMAS P. LYNCH of the New York Office. This 
interview reflected th§t JULIUS ROSENBERG and his family had rented a 
garage-apartment from COOPER In Goldens Bridge. New York, from July 15, 1949,' ; 
until shortly after Labor Day, 1949* COOPER stated that he did not know ^ 
JULIUS ROSENBERG and had rented the apartme nt through placing an ad in a 
New York newspaper. It is possible that ^SS&^ay have acquired some 
information regarding this transaction and is seeking to link COOPElT to the 
HOSSNBERGS. . 


The above information was furnished to SAG BOARDKAN by telephone on the 
morning of January 8 , 1953. 


For the further information of the Bureau and the New York Office, the 
' Bridgeport Sunday- Herald is a weekly newspaper publisheiLija Bridgeport^£. - 
•Connecticut \ wfciich publishes various editions for the entire State of 
Connecticut and has the largest circulation of any nawspaper. in tbeState^ 
It ita -a newspaper which specializes in the sensational type of stoty^’' 

% particula rly in j he scandal category, and it is unscrupulous 'in the methods 
*by whieh it ^acquires its news and the "type of newsT^lt publishes. ~~ ~~ 

During the past few years, with the increasing unpopularity of the Communist^ 
Party and the interest of the general public in it,' the Bridgeport Sunday 
Herald has published numerous anti-Cammunist articles regarding individuals 
and organizations in the State of Connecticut. These articles have always 
been extremely anti-Communist and have usually been written in the form of 
exposes • 

JOSEPH RUSSO, the Stamford representative for this paper, frequently tries 
to secure informatiorrfrosn this office^ An regard To subversive organizations 
and individuals particularly in tfce^l^fqrd area. He recently published in 
the Bridgeport Herald an expose of ALFREDl(MS£DEft, formerly a functionary of 
the Communist Party in Conn ecticut who was underground for a period and 
lived in the Stamford areaT under an assumed name. As a result of these 
vISfeticles, HARDER will return to New Haven in the immediate future. 
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Let. to Director 

RUSSO is an intelligent and aggressive individual who has no scruples on 
how he obtains news. / 

This office is very cautious in its contacts with flUSSO or any member of 
the staff of the Bridgeport Sunday Herald, inasmuch as it is felt that they 
are prone to misquote and exaggerate any statements given them. 

The above is being made available to the Bureau and the New York Office 
for informational purposes* 
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My conscience is clear as a lawyer/’ Mr .Bloch said. 

Yes, I replied, ” it should he. You have been everything a die 
could expect. But is it clear as an American citizen?” 

At this moment of crisis, when Gen. Eisenhower was stepping into 

office with a peace bid to the Soviet Union, the new President was 

faced with the sensitive problem of directly accusing Moscow of espio 

age if the White House refused clemency, it was a problem no Preside 

should have to tackle in his first days in the world's most complex 
office . 

Bloch's answer was that a fundamental precept of American democra. 

was involved since all his clients were entitled to legal represen- 
tation. 

That is the law even for these people who were in effect part of 1 
Soviet military operation. 

Now look at the activity of some of Mr. Bloch's clients'. He ^ - 
counseled Marion Bachrach, for almost 20 years a part of the Communist 
Party high command-off icially employed by its national office, m 
December of 1948, some two years before the Resenbergs telephoned and 
retained Bloch, Comrade Bachrach appeared before a Congressional 
committee accompanied by her counsel, Emanuel H. Bloch. •' ~~> 

Although she admitted or denied knowing several persons listed toi 
her by the committee interrogator, Marion Bachrach refused to affljC 
deny that she knew Alger Hiss or his wife, Priscilla. Or that she ft 
visited their home. Or that she knew members of the spy rings expo^ 

by Whittaker Chambers and Elizabeth Bentley, Why? 


— MORE-- 


Victor Riesel - Pag© 3 i/^l/53 

Some two years later three women were summoned to the same commit- 
tees witness chair. Their attorney was Emanuel Bloch. According to 
the committee *s records and statements, they were listed as mail drops, 
in an elaborate system" used by Soviet agents operating between Mexico 
City and New York. The letters sent to these women had "ciphered 
messages in invisible ink". They were the communications link in the 
Soviet* s effort to free the mysterious Prank Jacson, the Moscow agent 
who murdered Leon Trotsky. 

Each of these three women was asked to testify on their participa- 
tion in this ring. They refused to answer questions relating to this 
intrigue. 

In his conversation with me Mr. Bloch maintained that even people 
"accused of the most heinous crimes had the right to defense counsel." 
No one can argue with that statement. 

When I asked why he had not -denounced the Soviet* s agitation from 
Red Peiping to Paris, directed at embarrassing the White House and 
smearing this land as anti-Semitic, Mr, Bloch replied: 

"I stand on my responsibilities as a lawyer. I can't inject myself 

into the political, social and economic controversies and viewpoints of 
my clients." 

Mr, Bloch is legally correct. But somewhere, somehow, there must be 
a better answer. For the record shows that the Soviet secret police 
and espionage apparatus Is having such a field day In our land that It . 
launched a aeries of events which wound up op Pres. Elsenhower's desk 
the first hours of his first day In the White House. 


(Copyright 1953, Post-Hall Syndicate, Inc.) 
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He Mexico City letter dated December 10, 1952 







Eeftor Karry S. Truman, 

President© de los Estados TJnidos de Norteamerica, 


Washing ten. 


Lor: suscritos, ciudadanos mexicanos, en nombre del 
derecho a la existencia y nl tz-ato huaanos, el que trespass todas 
las frdnteras, sollcltamos da usted ol respeto para las vidas de' 
Ethel y Julius Rosenberg. 

En vista de las serias dudas que ha levantado el 
uuido del matrimonio Rosenberg en el mundo entero sobre su culpa 
bilidad y del sentimiento de horror que nos inspira la sentencia 
de muerte sin precedents que se ha dictado en eu contra, pedimos 
con toda urgencia sea impartida la debida proteccidn a su vida, 
Nuestra solicitud no implica enjuiciamiento elguno sobre la cul- 
pafcilidad o la inocencia de los Rosenberg. 

En nombre de la justicia, de los derechos y esnti- 
mientos humanos y del prestigio de su gran Uaci 6n 9 solid tar, os se 
impida la ejecucidn de Ethel y Julius Rosenberg, pues de otra na~ 
nera podrla perpetrarso una injusticia irreparable. 

Respetuosamente , 



Una pareja de jdvenes americanos, padres de dos pequefios, van a - 
morir el 12 de enero proximo on la silla electrics, en el Estado de — 
Nueva York, a menos que la protesta creciente del mundo en contra de - 
esta sentencia salvage hn*;e que el Presidcnte de los Estados Unldos — 
concede a los acusados cletnencia. 

Ethel y Julio Rosenberg fueron sentenciado s en 1951 por su supues 
ta conspiracidn con otros para proporclonar a la Unidn Sovidtica el — 
“secreto” de la bomba atdmica* Elios ban mantenido su inocencia desde 
el principio* ^Somos vfcticas del mc.s grotesco tipo de emboscada pill 
tica que jamds se haya visto en los EE. UU. H , dijo Ethel Rosenberg al- 
ser llevada a la edmara de la muerte en la prisidn de Sing Sing. 

Miles de amer i canos, incluy end o a cientificos eminentes que traba- 
j?ron en la bomba atdmica, no creen en la culpa de los Rosenberg y mi- 
les mas estdn verdaderaraente horrori 2 ados por la sentencia de muerte. 
Nunca, en toda la historia del pals, habla sido dictada una sentencia 
de muerte por una corte civil en una acusacidn de espionage $ ni en - - 
tiempo de paz, ni en t tempo de guerra. Mas y mas las gentes de los de 
mds palses estin estudiando el caso y enviando sus protestas a la Casa 
Blanca en Washington. 


EL ORIGEN BEL CASO.- 


E1 caso Rosenberg es una derlvacidn del famoso caso del Br. Fuchs 
en Inglaterra. En 1950 fud descubierto un anillo de esplac cncabeza-- 
dos por el Br. Klaus Emil Julius Fuchs, un cientlfico alemdn al servi- 
cio de la Gran Bre tafia y quidn habla estado trabajando en Los Alamos, 
Nuevo Mdxico, durante la pasada guerra mundial. El y su cdmplice arae- 
ricano Harry Gold, confesaron haber proporcionado informacidn sobre el 
progreso de la bomba atdmica a gentes de la Unidn Sovidtica. Geld, a- 
su vez, implied a un sargento del ejdrcito ame-ricano, David Greenglass 
quidn habla sido mecdnico en el laboratorio de Los Alamos. Dijo Gold- 
que dl habla ido a ver a Grecnglass dicidndole que “Julius” lo habla - 
enviado. Greenglass le eiitregd un dibujo' de un mclde para lente, que- 
se usd en la manufacture de la bomba, as! como doce pdginas de notas, 
a cambio de lo cual Greenglass recibid 500 ddlares. 

David Greenglass es el herne.no de la seffora Rosenberg! “Julius”- 
es el primer nombre de Rosenborg, pero t ambidn es el nombre con el - - 
cual era conocido Fuch s entre sus. amigos de l o s EE. UU*JL Tan lucre 1— 
ble como parezea. Jue esta coincidencia, ad e mas de su larga enemistad- 
con su cufladoj nisma que admit id, la que did a Greenglass las bases pa 
ra manufacturar su acusacidn en contra de su propia hermana y su cufta- 
dol Ante las amenazas de la F.B. I, en el sentido de que tanto el come 
su mujer podrlan ser sentenciados a muerte, escogid la vida a ecsta de 
honor. Se convirtid en el principal acusador de su hermana. A 'in cuan 
do conf esd su culpa, le fud prometida clemencia a cambio de su test!— 
monio en contra de su propia familia. Recibid una sentencia de quince 
ahos de edreel (mlsma que podrd ser conmutacla a los cinco)^ Su esposa 
quidn tambidn eoufeso su compile id ad, no fud pr ocecada. Pero los Ro — 
senberg, que sostienen ser inocentes de toda concxidn con este asuntc 
^ueron condenados a morir. * ^ 

,. 15 ^v«k» BKLOSM" 
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de los Estados Unidos, lo "empujaron 1 * a cruzar la frontera, lo arresta 
Ton y fu 4 llevado a Nueva York, 

El gobierno de los Estados Unidos no pudo siqulera acusarle de ac, 
tos ilegales abiertos, el testimonio sin base de Elitcher y el solo he 
cho de que las families de Sobell y Bosenberg se hablan visitado con - 
anterioridad , fud todo lo que se necesitd para condenar a Sobell a la- 
cdrcel por trienta affos, 

FRUEBAS "EUBORADAS".- 

La "hulda" del aatrimonio Sobell a Mdxico fud usada por el gobier 
no para hacer mas crelble la tdsis de que los Rosenberg tambi^n esta— 
ban considerando "huir n a Mdxico y despuds a Europa. Esta tdsis fud - 
aplastada la semana pasada,’ cuando se revs 16 que un importante testing 
nio a este respecto habia sido "preparado". . 

Durante el proceso original un fotdgrafo afirm<5 que el habia to- 
rnado a los Rosenberg fotograflas para pasaporte, (Elios lo negaron). 
El fotdgrafo los identified en la corte, jurando que no los habia vis- 
to desde el dla que tomd sus fotograflas. La P.B. I. ha admitido en la 
corte que ellos llevaron al fotdgrafo a la sala de la corte el dia an- 
terior, a su daclaracidnj en cuyo lugar le fuaron sefialados los Rosen- 
berg, con el fin de que pudiera identificarlos al dla siguiente duran- 
te su testimonio* Despuds de esto, es casi imposible no dudar d4 las- 
pruebas que la F.B. I. presents. 

PORQUE LOS ROSENBERG?. - 

Surge, naturalmente, la pregunta, porqud los Rosenberg han sido - 
objeto de esta emboscada, si cs que es cmboscada, Es evidc-nte que pa- 
ra el desesperado Greenglass eran los chivos expiatorios mas apropia— 
dos. A juzgar por el proceso, es obvio que t&mbidn lo eran para el go 
bierno, encajando perfectamente con su politica interna que es la iden 
tificacldn de toda accidn progresista con el comunismo, aunada a la -- 
teorla de que todos los comunistas, son desleales a su pais. 

Los Rosenberg hablan simpatizado con la Espafla Republicans? eran- 
miembros activos de sus-sindicatos respectivos? ocasionalmente le i an - 
tilgdn periddico radical; se hablan pronunciado vigorosamente a favor - 
-al "segundo f rente" para combat ir a Hitler en Europa; Rosenberg habia 
sido acusado en una ocasidn de ser comunista y lo habia negado. bajo - 
juramento* Estos.fueron factores importantes para que el jurado los - 
declarara culpable s. 

L3A OPINION L3GAL. - 

Un miembro de la Barra de Abogados de Inglaterra, Consejero de la 
Reina (antes lo fud del Rey), desde 19^7, D. N. Pritt, despuls de un - 
an£lisis cuidadoso del testimonio de cada uno de los testigos del pi*o* 
xeso. llega a las siguientes conclusions* 

"El proceso del caso contra los Rosenberg descansa en el testimo— 
lio de tres personas (los Greenglass y Elitcher), dos de ellos m&ridc- 
r mu^er y todos ellos dudosos como cdmplices en el mismo caso y por — 
otras razones tambidn. 
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h ^° n * n S^n testigo independiente que corroborara su dicho? nin 
S ?* emb ;!; 0 of icial de la policfa, y menos adn del pdblico- 
® n , ilamado a testificar que los Rosenberg hubieran dicho- 

o necho algo en su presencia o al ale Brice de sus didos. 

* as bds< * uedas policlacas en el hogar de los Bosenberg. 
de cualquior tipo que los Rosenberg hubieran po~ 
dido es^ribir, recibir o adn ver, fud presentada en el juicio, 

x Encuentro imposible el creer que, si el caso no hubiera involucr&di 
politicos o no hubiera sido escuchado en un perlodo en ©Z que - 
xa nisteria y el prejuicio juegan un papel tan importante, hubiera sido 
aceptado por el fiscal con pruebas tan ddbiles, en ningdn pals que si — 
gue las tradiciones y procedimientos legales anglo-sajones* 

. ^ le ? 1S0 Q ue estas circunstancias, cualquier corte hubiera re- 

^ ro e f te caso fu ^ sosten i d ° y no solo fueron declara- 
°£ES! a , 10 * ^^senberg, sino que fueron condenados a la muerte. 

c ° mp } eto > deb © expresar la opinion, desde el 
puramGnta Pjofesional, en el sentido de que serla una ~ 
los standards de justicia Anglo-sajona que, no ya las — 
sentencias, sino adn la culpabilidad dc los Bosenberg se mantenga”. 

Muchas personas adn rechazan la Idea de que un tisso tan elaborado- 

nada $ on ^ ruldo P°* el gobierno americano de la - 

°omo res\iltn6o de dl, dos gentes inocentes hayan sido conde 

?? d ^ s 0 J Besgraciadamente ha habido ejemplos anteriores de este- 

bis< k° r j; a da *? s Estados Bnidos y del mundo. Tom Mooney, un- 
eT ° f ?^ ec J arado culpable de hacer estallar una bomba en- 
? al final > sol ° salved o de la muerte por la protes- 

Mooney P asd en la cdrcel muchos aflos, finalmente- 
Lp Sln 1U f a 5 a dudas > ^ ue todas y cada de las pruebas- 

JSl* Si ° presen ^das en su contra habian sido manufactures por 

c^nfe^ C h«^$°^iL a J Ud£ T de prostitutas ? gangsters, etc. Otro hombre - 
cometido el crimen por el cual Sacco y Vanzetti fueron — 

lit E1 tGstig0 principal cn el famoso caso Scottsboro con- 
tlLt all vriZ e ttl negro ?’ admitid mas tard-e que habla mentido. Los mdr 
!ff e \ d muneron por un crimen que no habian cometido, como 

*1^° e } amnd ?* E1 asunto Dreyfus fud manufacturado y despuds- 
nS lata &1 c * toda su realidad. Podrd no ser este un caso en el 

-jue esta pareja de Advenes padres de fanilia serdn llevados a su marti- 

^io, solo para ser vindicados mas tarde por la historia, cuando los 

estdn mas calmados? Es que no hay suficiente dud a de su culpa- 
„ij.idad como para que les sea concedida clemencia de esta scntencie de- 

-™+^J» CU ? nd ° menos L f 1 Ustea P ienza ea su debar unir su voz de- 
mote sta al coro nundlal que llega a la Casa Blanca. 




MHOIA L BEIL'S ORj AMI2ACI ONES I fix . ONAS QUE HAN APOYADO LA 
DEFEhSA BE LOS RC*3ENBEHK~ 

Coasejo Ju&io Para Combatir el* Fascismo y el Antl-Seoitiemo - Australia 
Blndicato Be Loa Berechos Civilea - Toronto, Canada 
Trabajadores de la Industrie Zapatera, CIO, Local 65 - EE. UU. 

Sindicato de Pintores, AFL, Local 704 - EE* UU, 

Bindioatos de Joyeros, AFL, Local 1, - EE. UU. 

Sindicato da Trabajadorea Muebleroa, CIO, Local 140*- EE. UU, 

Union Nacional de Cocineros y Mozoe de la Marina, N. Y. - EE. UU. 
congreso^del Sindio&to de Mujeres Bemooraticas de'Tieste - Trieste 
Asoijiacion Internacional de Abogadoa Bemocr&ticos. - Belgica 
Union Internacional de Ciencia Historian 
Asooiaolon Naolonal de Mujeres - Inglaterra 

^°e Berechos Bemocratlcoe - Sidney, Australia 
Institute Nacional P*r* La Investigacion Cientifica - Inglaterra 
univer8ldad de Manchester - Bepartamento de Fisica - Inglaterra 

Coneejo de^Rafeinos de Israel - Israel 
Organijfaci^n Religioaa Mizrachi - Israel . 

Organise ion Religioaa Agudat — Israel 


^aUglosa - Resists, Epie+o pal - BE. W. 

EX Tpaba J ad or . Oat olic o - Publicacion Catolica, - EE, UU. 

Prof. James C, Crowther, Hombre de Ciencia - Inglaterra 
Thomas Reeve Kaiser - Cientffico - Inglaterra 
Jacques S. Hadamar - Clentifico - Francia 
Bernal. Fleico - Inglaterra 
Br, Alfonso Caso, Antropologo - Mexico 

? ro £ t investigador.de! Museo de Ciencias Naturales de Parfe. 
Prof. B. B, Koeambi - Bombay, India 
Ur. V, E. B. BuBois - EE. UU. 

Br. Paul L. Whltey - EE, UU. 

Prof* Anatol Rapaport - Unlversidad de Chicago - EE, UU. 

Prof, Maurice Bobb, Unlversidad de Cambridge - Inglaterra 
Prof, Charles E. Raven* Cambridge University - Inglaterra 
Br, Leonard Tughnet - EE. UU, - 

Henry Celling - Hlstoriador ^ Inglaterra • 

t-enjamln Tarrlngton - Hiatoriador - Inglaterra ^ 

0. N, Pritt - Consejero de la Reina, Abogado - Inglaterra 
M, White, Juez - Inglaterra 

Dudley Collard, Abogado - Inglaterra : " ; 

Stanley Moore. Abogado - Inglaterra ~ 

Simon Cohen, Abogado - Francia v rf r 

Pierre Broun, Abogado - Francia 1 

Charles Lederman, Abogado - Francia 

«ord Charley of Mendel* e*-oatedratico de leyes - Univ, de Londree 
Sidney .Silverman, Mlembro del Parlamento Inflee — Inglaterra 
Rev, Amos Murphy - EE, UU, ! 

Rev, B. B. Bews - EE, UU* ' v ‘ * 

Hev. H. t. Ryan - EE. UU. ■ • • • / - 

Bev, Howard Q. Shaffer, Jr. - HE. UU. . & J - 6 &£ 


JO 





R*v, Joteph Titus - . 

Rev. John Paul Jones -EE. UU<- 

Rev. c. W. Chandler - Nueva 2e..andla mr 

fir:•ffifF^w!rtflru?/Skt«Van'Theologlcal Seminary, EE. 
Revl A. E. Williams - EE, UU. , 

Rev. J. L. Johnson - EE, UU, 

Rablno A, Meyer Sharff - EE. VU. 

Rahino Max Fleshin - EE. Uy. . 

Rabino &, George Tex - EE. UU. • • 

Rablno Louis D, Uresis- *?•«»»• ./ _ Cal. EE, UU. 

Oajrael R. Gaoh, Pi-.bltcieta de La Voz, duaia otu-. 

Emanuel S. Bloch - EE, UU. 

Paul Robeson, Gantanue - EE, uu, 

Howard Fast. Escritor - EE. UU. 

Albert Malta, Escritor - EE. ,UU. 

Dashiell Hammett, Escrltdr- EE. UU. 

Nelson Algren, Escritor - ?E. VU. 

Yuri Suhl, Poeta - EE. UU. . 

David Burllnk, Pintor - EE. UU. 

Richard Boyer, Esoritor - ?E. VU* 

Arnaud D'Usseau, Dramaturge - Eh. uu. 

.Ossie Davis, Escritor - EE. yu. . 

‘ Ray Lev, Escritor - EE, UU, • , 

. Anton Refregier, Pintor - EE. UU. 

Waiao Frank, Escritor - EE. UU. 

Gwyn Thomas, Escritor -.Gales, In S^ a “? rra i • . a i errB 

Shaw' Desmond, Escritor y Conferencieta “ | r «^ terr 
Prof, H. H. irilson Unlv. de Princeton - EE. UU. 

Prof. Frank V, Weymouth, Unlv, de. California 
Prof. Stephen Love, Chicago - be. uu. 

Morris Bogdanov, Abogftdo - EE. UU. 

James P. Russel, Abogado - EE. UU. italia 

Fernando Santi, Diputado del Par lament 
F, J. Oaviglibil. Arquitecto - Francla 
Rockwell Kent, Pintor - EE. UU. 
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.TRANSITION ERCK SPANISH 

Ki. HAEET S. THCMAN 

President of the United States of North America 
Washington 

Tie , h . . * e the undersigned Mexican- citizens, in behalf of the 

boLda^esrre^ s rth1tVo“pe^rtte en ilvf' iC f 811 

E06ENBERG. 7 respect the lives of ETHEL and JDLltis 

EnKnTO 5 TSr-c X h 0 ! i S- Ser 5 0UE doubts ^ich the trial of the 

»S) F +iF R * S r 3136(1 throughout the entire world on their auilt 

imicLd e ^on S th 0 L h i^L Wh % Ch thiS “**—«** “eath^Sce 

oaixicjed “upon them inspires in us, we urgently bes* that +he>v h* 
given the protection due to them. Our request doe! not 
legal proceedings on the guilt or innocence of L BOSEnS. 

- .. In behalf of justice, of human rights and feelings and 
of the prestige of 7 our great Nation, we request ttat 

^P^aM<fLl^ti CIITTS be Prevented; otherwise an 

irreparable injustice would be perpetrated. 

Respectfully, 








, ,.j<i b% r-'lt 

*%&•*'*' ' '* 


COPJ&v nr.MItOYED 


l&'itfhj 


** c t. r. 
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SO!S INFORMATICS? ON THE ROSENBERG CASE 

Tiro young Americans, parents of two children, are going 
to die next January 12th on the electric chair in the State of 
New York uhless the growing protest of the world against this sav- 
age sentence induces the President of the United States to grant 
them clemency* 


ETHEL and JULIUS ROSENBERG were sentenced in 1951 for 
the^r supposed conspiracy with others to provide the Soviet Union 
wxth the "secret” of the atomic bomb. They have defended their 
innocence from the beginning. "We are victims of the most gro- 
tesque type of political ambush which has ever taken place in the 
U. S." said ETHEL ROSENBERG on her way to the death chamber of 
the Sing Sing prison* 


. . , ®i ou sands of Americans, including the eminent scientists 

^ rkeC ! 0n tJie atornic bomb, do not believe the RQSENBERGS are 
guilty and thousands more are really horrified by the death sentence. 
Never, in the history of the country, has a death sentence been 
given by a civil court in an espionage charge, either in time of 
peace or in tine of war. More and more people in other countries 
are studying the case and sending their protests to the White 
House in Washington. 


How the Case Beg an 

» _ w ’Hie ROSENBERG case is a development of the famous case 

w 2/ l n ET ^ land * In WO a spy ring was uncovered headed 

by Dr. KLAUS EMIL JULIUS FUCKS, a German scientist employed by 
Great Britain, who had been working in Los Alamos, New Mexico, 

***> past world war. He and his American accomplice. HARRY 
^OED, confessed they had supplied information on the progress of 
the atomic bomb to agents of the Soviet Uhion. GOLD, on his part, 
implicated a sergeant of the American army, DAVID GREEmLASS who 

. a h^Th a m f chanic in the Alamos laboratoiy. GOLD said that 
he had been to see ORSENGLASS , telling him that "JULIUS* had sent 
him. orauss gave him a Rawing of a lens which™ used in 
themanuf ac ture of the bomb, as well as twelve pages of notes, in 
exchange for which GRESNG1ASS received 500 dollars. 

-t. * s * a ' s * KOSSKBSilG's brotheri "JTITtis" 

is ROSSHB^iG's first name but it is also the name bv which 
wgstaovm a mong his friends 
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appears, it was this coincidence as well as his great animosity 
toward his brother-in-law, to which he admitted, which gave 
GHSENGLASS the basis for fabricating his accusation against his 
own sister and his brother-in-lawj Faced by the threats of the 
that he as well as his wife would be sentenced to death, 
he chose life at the cost of honor. He became his sister's 
principle aceusor • Even when he confessed his guilt he was pro- 
mised clemency in exchange for his testimony against his own 
family. He received a sentence of fifteen years in jail (which 
can be commuted to five). His wife, who also confessed her guilt, 
was not tried. But the B0SEK3EflGS who maintain they are innocent 
ox all connection with this matter were condemned to die. 


The Atomic Secret 


The Judge Justified the extreme penalty of death saying} 
Bec ause of your treason the course of history has altered dis- 
advantageously for our country by placing the atomic bomb in the 
hands of the Russians.” Nevertheless, there exist abundant proofs 
that G.iJTTrUES, the confessed spy, die not actually give any secret 
information. Furthermore, only his word exists, unsupportedT to 
connect the R06EKBERGS with his activities, 

science editors of some of the most important publi- 
cations in the United States found QREENUASS* testimony doubtful. 

The magazine Time ; 
scientific sense,” 


B Some of his testimony made little 


. K ,nn !f a 2asine Life : "The bomb which fee describes seems 
to be illogical, if not entirely ineffective." 

„ . . magazine Scientific American } “Ihe most elaborately 

guarded secret in history — how to” make the atomic bomb — was 
flowed to escape casually in the court room last month, or wasn't 


?° B ? £T 0n ™ Ji2E ^ Ch ief of the Los Alamos labora- 
* 0 - last war, said in a speech in January 1951* (New 

York Times)? "There are no 'unpublished* secrets in connection 
with atomic arms and there are no 'secret laws of nature* which 
are only within the reach of a few.” 
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Trespassing the Sovereignty of Mexico 


It is not generally known that the American F.B.I. even 
went so far as to trespass into Mexico in order to build this 
accusation against the ROSENBERGS • Declared guilty and sentenced 
to 30 years in prison, at the same time as the ROSENBEEGS is 
ROSENBERG 1 s friend and university companion, MARTIN SOBELL. When 
the F.B.I* began its investigation of all the friends and associ- 
ates of ROSENBERG, it found that one named SOBELL was in Mexico. 

It also found someone like GREENGLAS5 who was ready to betray his 
neighbor and friend in order to obtain his own security. This man 
BUTCHER, said in his third statement to the F.B.I «s "ROSENBERG 
told me that SOBELL was also in this." ELITCHER was not tried. 

The SOBELL couple had come to Mexico by plane to spend 
their summer vacation here; their people in New York were waiting 
for them to return. They had rented a flat in the city of Mexico, 
using their own names for this. Evidence was never presented 
that showed they had "fled" to Mexico as the F.B.I. stated* On 
August 16, 1951, ten armed men entered this couple's flat threaten- 
ing SOBELL vrith knives. They put him in a car which was part of 
a caravan of five cars and after a trip of three days and three 
nights, at the V. S. border, they "pushed" him to cross the 
frontier „ They arrested him and he was brought to New York. 

Although the government of the United States could not 
accuse him of open illegal acts, the unsupported testimony of 
ELITCHER and only the fact that the families of SOBELL and ROSEN- 
BERG had previously visited each other was all that was needed 
to condemn SOBELL to jail for thirty years. 


"Fabricated Proofs" 

The "flight" of the SOBELLS to Mexico was used by the 
government to give more credulity to the theory that the ROSENBERGS 
were also considering "fleeing" to Mexico and later to Europe. 

This theory collapsed last week when it was revealed that an 
important testimony in this respect had been "prepared." 

During the original trial a photographer stated he had 
taken pictures of the R06ENBERGS for a passport. (They denied it.) 
The photographer identified them in court, swearing that he had 
not seen them since the day he had taken their pictures. The F.B.I# 
has admitted in court that they took the photographer into the 
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covert room the day before his statement and there they showed him 
the ROSENBEFXrS so that he would be able to identify them the 
fallowing day when he testified* After this, it is almost impos- 
sible not to doubt the evidence that the F.B*I, presented. 


Vfcy the R0SSNBER05 ? 

The question naturally arises, why have the R0SEK3ERGS 
been the object of this ambush, if it is an ambush. It is evident 
that for the desperate GREENGLASS they were the most appropriate 
scapegoats* Judging by the trial, it is obvious that they were 
also this for the government, fitting perfectly into its domestic 
policy, which is the identification of all progressive action with 
Communism, combined with the theory that all Communists are dis- 
loyal to their country* 

The RC6ENBSRGS bad sympathized with the Spanish Republic; 
they were active members of their respective unions; occasionally 
they read a radical periodical; they had made emphatic statements 
in favor of the "second front” in order to combat Hitler in Europe; 
&QSENBERG had been accused on one occasion of being a Communist 
and he had denied it under oath. Ihese were the important factors 
which made the jury declare them guilty. 


A Legal Opinion 


A member of the Bar Association of England, Counselor of 
the Queen (previously of the King) since 1927, B* N. PRITT, after 
a careful analysis of the testimony of each one of the witnesses 
of the trial, reached the following conclusions; 

"The trial of the case against the ROSENBSRGS rests on 
the testimony of three persons (the GREENGLASSes and ELITCHER) * 

Two of them are man and wife; it is doubtful that all of them are 
accomplices in the same case; and there are other reasons also. 

"Utere was not a single independent witness who would 
corraborate his statement; no detective or official member of the 
police or even of the general public was called to testify that 
the RQSEHBEI33S had said or done something in their presence or 
within their hearing. 
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’’VTithout excluding the police searches of the B0SSHHERG5 1 
home, no papers of any kind which the H0BBHBKLQ3 had written, 
received or even seen, were presented in the trial* 

n I find it impossible to believe that if the case had 
not involved political issues or if it had not been heard in a 
period when hysteria and prejudice play such an important role, 
it would have been accepted by the prosecutor with such weak 
evidence in any country which follows the Anglo-Saxon traditions 
and legal procedures. 

”1 believe that under these circumstances, any court 
would have withdrawn the case* But this case was continued and 
not only were the EOSENBERGS declared guilty, but they were con- 
demned to death* 

"After a complete study, and from a purely professional 
point of view I feel that it would be an offense to all standards 
of Anglo-Saxon justice if not only the sentences but also the 
guilt of the ROSEOTEGS remain." 


I5any persons still reject the idea that so elaborate a 
case as this could have been constructed by the American govern- 
fron* nothing and that as a result of it, two innocents have 
k®on conaeahed to die* Unfortunately there have been previous 
examples of this type in the history of the United States and of 
the w^rld. TCfc. MOONEY , A labor leader was declared guilty of 
exploding a bomb in San Francisco and finally v^as saved from death 
by protests from the entire world. KOCNEY stayed in jail for 
many years; finally it was proved beyond a doubt that all the 
evidence which had been presented against him had been fabricated 
by the police with the help of prostitutes, gangsters, etc. 

Another man confessed that he had committed the crime for which 
SACCO and VANZETTI were elec trie uted. Ihe principal witness in 
the famous Scottsboro case against nine Negro youths, admitted 
much later that he had lied. The martyrs of Haymarket died for a 
crime they did not commit, as the whole world knows today. The 
DKEYFUS case was fabricated and later exposed to the world in its 
true aspect* Will this be a case in which these young parents 
will be sent to their martyrdom, only to be vindicated by history 
later when times are calmer? Is there not sufficient doubt of 
their guilt so that they may at least be granted clemency for this 
death sentence? If you think so, it is your duty to unite your 

prouesting voice to the world chorus which is reaching the Vfhite 
House. 
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Partial List of the Organizations and Persons Who Have 
Assisted in the Defense of the EOSEH35RGS 

<Mvn h tMah+ Ci n F ° r Co “ battin g Fascism and Anti-Semitism - Australia 
Ciyil Eights Union - Toronto, Canada 

Shoe Industry Workers, CIO, Local 65, U. S. 

Painters Union, AFL, Local 701* - u. S. 

Jewellers Union, AFL, Local 1 - U* S. 

Furniture Workers Union, CIO, Local 11,0 - u. S. 

a onsl Union of Marine (?) Cooks and Stewards, B. T« - U S 
Labor Union Congress of Democratic Women of Trieste - Trieste* 
International Association of Democratic Lawyers - Belgium 
International Union of Historic Science Belgium 

National Association of Women - England 

Council, of Democratic Rights - Sydney, Australia 

: Institute for Scientific Investigation - E ngland 
University of Manchester - Posies Department - England 

Council of Rabbis of Israel ~ Israel 
Mizrachi Religious Organization - Israel 
Agudat Religious Organization - Israel 

The Faithful (?) - Episcopal Magazine - U, s# 

The Catholic Worker - Catholic Publication - u. S. 


Prof. JA12S C^EOWTHER, Scientist - England-, _ 
matAS REEVfcvmsUi, Scientist - England 1 * 0 
JACQUES St^SHAD&iAR - Scientist - France 
Prof. J. Dj^EKNAL, Physicist - England 
Br* ALF^^ASO, Anthropologist- Mexico 

SS: M 

Dr. W.E.E^jjDBOIS - 1. S. 

n*-. Paul wwr . u; s. - 

£°£* AWATawMPAPORT - University of Chicago 5. 

frof. MAUHTCS>£oB8, University of Cambridge - tfryt ^ 

£E^uS 7 ?i. c s a ! bridee nniversi1y -> land 

RENPjSQOLLIIC - Historian - England 

- Historian - England 

F* ~ < ^ ueen,s Counselor, Lawyer - England 

Judge — England ' 

Bl^LET^LLARD, Lawyer - England ■?•*.*- 


of Paris 
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ENa/'s^o 




S g t »>3i3 y j>ni iT* fc e 


STAJ&VT^OKS, Lawyer - England . 

SWOt^QKS], Lawyer - France 

FI'E?5vE>fiK)tJN, Lawyer - Erance 

Charles3»ederman, Lawyer -JErance , — - <r 

&efr<shBX of KendeX, ex-J*ofessor of Law - Univ. of london 
SOTCT^SILVEHMAN, Member of English Parliament -^England 
Rev# AMOoS^UtPKT * B# . S# 

Rev# D# ISS^EBS - 

Rev# CHARLES L^ARRINGTOK - U# S* 

Rev# FREDERICIS^STLE - U. $* 

Rev# R# - U#,S. - 

Rev# HOWARD C^HAFFER, Jr. - ' 

Rev. JOSS^SCITUS - U^S. 

Rev# JOHN PAUI^ONES- U-^S# 

Rev. C. WNCHAKDLSR, tie* Zealand 

Dr# ROEUNt) H^AXKTOW - Divinity School, Tale, 

Dr# RARRT F^WD, Prof# Emeritus Union Theological Seminary,. U# S# 
Rev# A# E>s^IXiLIAMS — 

Rev .J# L? ^qgSON .rJk-M 

— 'EaSbi A. SffiSEt^SKiOlFF - 

Rabbi laShaESH IH - SU .§• \ 

Rabbi G, GEOHSS^OX - U* .S.\ 

Rabbi LOUIS D.XSKOSS - U# S« 

SAMVEL BS^ACH# Journalist Of the "Jewish Voice - Cal# l# • 

EMANUEL SXBLOCH -£..£• * 

PAUL^QBESOU, Singer -JLunU ' 

HCWTASIkFAST, writer - U*,.S# 

ALBERTvMALTZ, Writer - U# S# . 

DASHIELLSiAUlSTT, Writer - U#_S. 

NELSOH^LGPEM, Writer -JU..S,. 

TUriSsUHL, Poet - U#J$# > - ^ . 

— DATON&U&INK, Painter - U*_.S# 

RICHAp®s£OIEH, Writer - U-- &• 

APNAub^D 1 USSEAV » Dramatist - V^JL#,, 

CSSlSte^iS, Writer - U#.S* 
x£*tef, writer, - U. 

AKTC(W*J3REGIER, Painter - U. S. 
v WALDO^RANK, Writer - ILju- 
'-<3WXS^WICKAS> Writer - Gales, (sic) England 
SHAlflbBESMOND, Writer and lecturer - England 
Prof. H# H.'WXLSONj Princeton University - U*J3» 

Prof. FRANK Wr-WEYMOTJTH, Univ* of California 
Prof# STEPHE^LOVE, Chicago^- U* S. 

KOIRtSsPCGDANOV, Lawyer -JL#.,S# 

JAKES P>JIUSSSL, Lawyer - U#3* 

FERNAIDt^Aim, Deputy of Parliament - Italy ... 

T. J^CAVIOLiaLI, Architect - France 
ROCKWELL "*KENT , Painter - U*Jia- 
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«T AMU «tt> POflM NO. M 


Office Memrn • united si. *es government 

DATE; December 23, 1932 


TO s 

■? . 

FR^M ; 
SUBjECTt 




MR. A. ff. BELMON'^ 

\V 

MR. W. 7. CLEVELAND/ 
JULI US&C ISENBEHQ 


r a an 

U}~R\ 


ETBEB-AOSENBERG 
ESPIONAGE - R 


v ib 




TOl 

U«*<5 


Tr*?;* 


j4t 2;35 p.nu, December 53, 2955, tfuperuisor 
Pom Afc-dndreios, tfew rorfr Office , telephonically advised 
an indication had been received from the Bigh§ Court 
that the Circuit Court of Appeals will hand down a 
decision in connection with the captioned case on 
December 30, 1932. The NYO believes the Circuit Court 
of Appeals will rule similarly as previous rulings in 
this case ; i.e., the motions of the defense will be 
denied and there will be no stay in the executions . 


*:o:. r 

7*1*, 

Ufta5«! 



McAndrews advised that the defense will 
probably make a motion on December 30 for a reduction 
in sentence and judicial clemency before Judge Kaufman . 
At the same time, they will probably enter a motion for 
an application for executive clemency . 


Judge Kaufman haa instructed Assistant U. S. 
Attorney Kilsheimer to contact the Department and obtain 
from the Department a formal expression of opinion 
regarding the question of whether the subjects should be 
given any consideration relative to their contemplated 
motion for judicial clemency • 

ACTION: 


Attached is a letter to Department asking if 
it intends making a formal expression of opinion in con- 
nection with above. 

sSiSSssw* 


/t 
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RECORD£D- 


/' 


Affiant Attorney Qtneral 
Chari** A . Murray 

Ofr+ni 


December 24, 1962 


-r~r 


l£X MN?ft£ 


JULIUS ROSZtBERO, *i al 

MSnOMAOt • * ..*/*/ 

Information hoe been received that the attorney 
for the Boeenberge, anticipating a denial of hie motion 
under Buie 9266 mhioh to preeently pending before the 
Circuit Court of Appeale, Intondo to make an Innediat* 
motion for a reduction of eentenoe and Judicial clemency 
before Judge Irving Kaufman . At the came ttme he mill 
probably a loo **</« for an application for executive 
eleuenoy* 

It to regueeted tfcat if the Department oontem- 
platee making a formal expreeoicn of opinion in con- 
nection with a poeetble motion by the Reeenberge for 
judicial and/or exocut ice clemency, the Bureau be adviced* 


$3-66236 




AIR -TEL 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF 
UNITED STATES DEPJ 


ail information CONTAINED 



INVESTIGATION 
MENT OF JUSTICE 


• n 


dwYORK, V26^3“ 

Transmit the following Teletype message to: BUREAU 


8 



julius Rosenberg; espionage dash r. 


CONFIDENTIALLY ADVISED TODAY THAT DAVID ROSENBERG, BROTHER ’ 

OF JULIUS, VISITED THE ROSENBERGS ON THE 25 LAST. 

STATED THAT THE MAIN CONVERSATION BETWEEN DAVID AND JULIUS , 

AND ETHEL WAS ABOUT MRS. TESSIE GREENGLASS, MOTHER OF ETHEW^^^ 
JULIUS AND ETHEL TOLD DAVID ABOUT HAVING REQUESTED MRS. ' ' 


®EENGLASS TO GO TO LEWISBURG PENITENTIARY AND VISIT DAVID. 

THEY TOLD DAVID THAT HE WAS TO CONTACT MRS.. GREENGLASS AND 
TELL HER THAT WHEN SHE GOES TO DAVID THAT SHE SHOULD GET 
DAVID TO MAKE A STATE EE NT THAT HE STOLE A BOX OF TOOLS PROM 
THE ARm AND THAT IS WHAT HE USED TO TALK ABOUT WITH JULIUS 
AND NOT ABOUT ATOMIC SECRETS. RAB?I SILVER WAS MENTIONED AS " 
HAVING MADE AN INVOCATION AT THE INAUGURATION OF PRESIDENT 
EISENHOWER AND ALL AGREED THAT THIS WAS VERY GOOD. ALL AGREED 
THAT BERNARD GREENGLASS WAS NOW ON THE SIDE OF DAVID GREENGLASS 
AND AGAINST THE ROSENBERGS. MiS. TESSIE GREENGLASS WAS 
TELEPHONIC ALLY CONTACTED AND ADVISED THAT SHE HAS NOT HEARD 
FROM DAVID ROSENBERG OR ANY OF THE ROSENBERGS. SHE STATED THAT 
RUTH GREENGLASS HAS NOT DECIDED WHEN SHE WILL VISIT DAVID AGAIN 
AND THAT IT WAS LIKELY THAT TESSIE WOULD GO tUTH TO SEE 


/. 


IV, 




•o 


/ 3 j- BUREAU 

■ NY 65-15336 

xtf A x \<C* s' 
JAHsMMR(#6) V* . 

65-l531|.8 ^ v , f V 

Approved: VJ ry 100 

Special Aeent in Charcff^ " * ^ 


recorded • s 



Sent 


Per 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
PAGE TWO 


Transmit the following Teletype message to: 

DAVID. SHE SAID THAT SHE HAS NOT RECEIVED ANY CONFIRMATION 
OF HER LETTER TO PRESIDENT EISENHOWER. SHE PROMISED TO CONTACT 
THIS OFFICE IF ANY OF THE ROSENBERGS CONTACT HER OR IF SHE 
RECEIVES ANY CONFIRMATION OF HER LETTER OR APPOINTMENT WITH 
PRESIDENT EISENHOWER. M*S. GREENGLASS STATED THAT SHE 
HAS NOT SEEN ANY OF THE ROSENBERGS SINCE THE CHILDREN, ROBERT 
AND MICHAEL, WERE TAKEN F.ROM HER AND PLACED IN THE JEWISH 
SHELTER IN 19?0. SEE STATED THE ROSENBERGS WERE ALL AGAINST 
HER BECAUSE SHE TOLD THEM THAT JULIUS AND ETHEL WERE GUILTY 
AND SHOULD CONFESS AND HELP THE GOVERNMENT. FOR INFO OF THE 
BUREAU. 


BOARD MAN, 


CC: MR. BELMONT 

lirr ffvrrnynnW' 

DOM. INTEL. DIVISION 


Approved: 


Sent M Per 


Special Agent in Charge 




vtampaho rani NO. 64 


Office Memorandum • 


TO 


FROM 


SUBJECT: 


Mr. A. H. 
Mr. W. V. 




\ 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


date: January 27 , 1953 


/ 


Cleveland 

JULIUS and ETHEZROL 
ESPIONAGE - R 


SEN BERG 


G. L H 


-o 



At 5:15 P.M. on January 27, 1953, Supervisor 
Thomas McAndrews at the New Tork Office telephonically _I 

pdvised that Assistant United States Attorney Kilshe imer 
palled Pardon Attorney Dan A . Lyons today at the request of tT.Z 

Judge Kaufman and asked when Lyons would get the Application 

[ for Pardon papers to the President in connection with this case • 
Lyons indicated it would be a t le a st three wee ks, whe reupon 
Assistant United States Attorney Kilsheimer stated that it was 
desired that the natter be expedited • Lyons advised Kilsheimer 
•that no one could get this matter expedited unless he was directed 
Ito do so by the Attorney General or the President • 


Kilsheimer furnished this information to Judge 
Kaufman and thereafter Judge Kaufman called someone in the 
Department in an effort to get this matter expedited • 

ACTION : 


None. The above is for your information # 
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Office Memorandum • united states 


Mr. Tolson 


GOVERNMENT 


date: January 28, 195 


FROM : X< ( B'. NIOhOls 

SUBJECT: 


Jt 


J J ! L/ 






SAC Boardman of New York advised Mr. McGuire tele- 
p honically that he had received a telephone call Xrom Mr. K* - 

— -Tttiniger, general manager of the PrentiBB Hall Publishing Conroariy^- 
' who described the purpose of his call as being a screwb all idea. ~ - 

I 4 - ... ^Hd offering a substantial amount of I/* 

1 1 cash to the Rosenbergs in order to induce a full and complete ^ Da 
v confession ?F om "them, which, if given, would give Prentiss Hall - 
-CSS! wrlte a book to which they woulcl have prior, b\ 

» . ^ . Boardman is advising Mr. Giniger that obviously any / 

d^ ba by the Rosenbergs would be highly confidential * ; ^ 

and that the Bureau would not consider any arrangement which would 

® on^K rentla i to on^ class of the press or publisher 

over another, and that we would^Sake part in any such proposition 

dSuhtA ?e I it?^ hiSher a 2 thorlt y considered the matter. Boardman 
^ doubts if Uiniger would pursue it any further. 


cc: Mr. Ladd 
cc: Mr. Belmont 
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Office Memorandum 


• UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


V 


TO: t Mr. Tolao 

**om t X . B. Nichols 

SUBJECT : 


There is attached a copy of an undated letter which Senazofc 
Pat Me Car ran. Chairman of the Senate Internal Security Committee, 
received from an individual who signed himself "A Patriotic Citizen” / 
stating that one Morris Ben Acid : of New York City is a Communist. / 
This letter was sent to me by Ben Mandel of the McCarran Committee. 

It is recommended that this letter be forwarded to the 
Domestic Intelligence Division for appropriate action. 

cc - Mr. Dadd 

Mr. Belmont 


<T yS ToUdK^, 

date: January 14 f IPdSEsrz 



It*! 


FMLs ptm 
Attachment 
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COPT from Ban llandel 


Senator Pat Me Carr an. Chairman 
Senate Internal Security Committee 
U» S. Senate 
Capitol Hill 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Senator McCarrant 

Morris Ben Agid, 1*0 Monroe Street^ New York City, 
is a Communist. He was in contact with Julius Rosenberg 
during the years 191*3 to 191*5 and may have been a member 
of the same communist cell. He has made his contacts with 
other communist agents at a retail store in lower east side 

( Manhattan, run by a relative.* Morris has a relative in the 
French Court system. at Paris, France, and a. brother, of Iforris, 
frequently in Europe, has been a courier for Morris and the 
French relative, also known as Ben Agid, for espionage purposes. 

Morris received $3,000 for his services to the 
Communists, from 19i*3 to 191*6, and may have deposited this 
money in a bank near his home. He paid no Federal Income 
Tax on this money. Iforris Ben Agid is employed as a govern—**"" 

^ worker in the courts in New York City and has stayed 

away from his communist friends since 1950, when the Rosen- 
borgs were arrested. 

Here are proof of some of his Communist activities 
and connections. The Rosenbergs were sent to T*en Agid of 
Paris, France, when they got passport photos, with the in- 
tention of leaving the U.S* The arrangements for them in 
Paris were made by Morris, but were never used, as the 
J Rosenbergs were arrested too soon. 

Morris Ben Agic^jalways visited a certain Communist 
union official living on Sheriff Street, when he wanted to 
pass Information to high communists, like. the Rosenbergs, as 
he was afraid to visit them at their apartment in Knickerbocker 
Village. 


Ml 

DAtt 


information contained N 

•• • ! -w-iftto 



Lr i 



JL ^ 

Morris Ben Agid^ sometimes met Max ELichter and 
Julius Rosenberg after Alumni meetings of City College i ' 
graduates. All three were assigned to comnunize government 
Civil Service Workers, and discussed their plans at these 
times. All three are City College graduates. 

Mrs. ELichter has frequently met with A^i, at his ±. 
relatives retail store to discuss organizing civil service 
workers. 


A Patriotic Citizen 


_ CNCLOSCKt 
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SAC, Hew lo-k 
ti lrwctor, FBI 
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The following anonymous letter h&s Won recently 
received by the Bureau: 


*Mr* J. Edgar Hoover 
lirector, F*B#2# 
Justice iep3rta«nt 
fetch !ngt:&, L*C. 

•Dear Mr* Hoover: 




\ *Korris Ben Agid, 40 Konroe Street, Bow fork % 
City, is s Cooanunist* fie was in contact with Julius I ] 
fiossnb erg during the years 1943 to 1945 and nay have '* v 
Been a aosber of the scat Coaountst sell* He has u&de ^ 
his contacts with other Coaaunist agents st a retail store 
In lower oast side Manhattan, run by one of his relatives* > 
Morris has • relative .tenths French Court System at Jarie, ' ^ 
France, and s brother of Morris* frequently in Europe tea 
been a courier for Jtor is and the Frencb^relative, also I 
An own as Ben Agid, for espionage purposes* ^ 

J»Merris received <3,000 for his services to the V 
Coaaunlsts, froa 1943 bo 1946, and aay have deposited this 
money in a bank near his hose* He paid no Federal Incase 
Tax on this sooty* Morris Ben Agid is employed ss s govorr- 
neaCworker in Che court! in Hew fork City, and has stayed 
sway ros his Coasunist friends since 1950, when the hoatnb> r 
were arrested* 


cc - 3 - Philadelphia 


COMM - FBI 

JAN 2 1 1952 
MAILED 


«’ APLibrg 
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•Here ui proof som if Idi Conwunist activities 
•04 connections# the Eeeenberge were #001 *0 *» Agid <* 
Paris. France. when they got passport photos* ***** . i 

inteetioa to leave tn«__iUB* ™ errangewents for the- in 
Paris were *ade by Jtorria, bat were never used, as the &os«n- 
borgs oars arrested too soon* 

•*orr la Ban Agl?\lwty« Vial tad • tartaln Cewunlet 
union official living on ahorlff 3traat, #h.n ha want«c to 
Nti inf oration to high Coaaunl.t., like the koaanbarga, »* 
ha wi afraid to vi.lt than at thair apartaant In tn-ckir- 
bocker VlUtgi • r 

•Harris Ben AgidP sometime * net Max Ellchter and 
Julius Rosenberg altar Alu*annl •eatings of City College 
aradus tec. HI three wars assign ad to eossuMsa government 
Civil Carries barkers* and discussed their plana st these ,- 
tlses# All three era City Collage graduates# 

ellchter has frequently net witr* A&id, -ft 
his relatives retail store to clscuas orgir.isln** tivil 

Service workers# 

*k Patriotic Citiien* 


A check of Buf lies enjferria Ban Agid^Ben^jid * 
and Norris Agid was made with negative results# However, 

" there is too .raforor.ee to a^# B# Agld, **T^ftioa tf * icer 
the Court of Special Sessions, Bow fork City, ^ 

£ furnished o nonspecific eenplaint to the hewjfork Office />_ 
concerning a_Cpr»an alien in June, 1940 * (5^,19340 ,1) f 

Bew fork ie instructed to open e separate ease 
under the Arid caption and to institute an Immediate in* 
castigation to identify Arid and his brothel and to 
determine their complete blbkgreund and activities# . • 
Efforts should also ba made to identify the Preach relative# 
Interviews should also ba conducted with RuthOre an glass 
and the Elite hers concerning Agid. Photopaphs oftfc* 

” Aglda should ba secured so that sane any ba exhibited to 
established informants. 


- 2 - 





to Inttnriaw D*Yid 

erooaglaaa and report the result* to Mow Tort and the 
tartan wader tho igid caption. 




Ie7T*a»?! a ii r L la ^*^ S'had^lf ,ooo A S°«Sh*«a4 / ^ 

ju..j^:r: y r %^^K^.;i 9 5or^ swr ^ 

that*th* fc ?oii«if at fc ° * Mar f l1 ■f bib apartment ; further. 

■* nt i n * **• «**•» *th#l, mov*4 thT 
camera Is » chopping bag and took sane to the 

SHuni?*'?***? UAldentlfled Coamunlat Party Berber 
n?rf d «S *“ iek# r b ® cke I Milage. The possibility that , 

SlJWA *** — *«• ^ h* 7 - 

. , , Thla lures tl gat ion should be bandied on a 

Sr^: l r^ # n ei “tL^r! Ure * U ah<,ul ‘ , u «»vi.ed 



• J • 





Office fyletwrandutn • united states government 

ro : MR. A • H. BELM $ «j k a : DATE: January 2d, 1923 

bom t y. p. KE / hrr $&'‘'"" X ''S f .|o- il K > ! 




subject : ETHEL AND JULIUS ROSENBERG- 

ESPlONlGE - JR 


S-lo- *I'K> 

CLASSIFIED BY;3WdfW 
PECUSSJEV; OIU Iajk 


T.-K..1 
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K.chols _ 

Huliriom 

Or** 
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Harho _ 
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Mohr 
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RECOMMENDATION : 

It is recommended that this material be examined by 
the Espionage Section and if found to be of no value that it 


over 


_ h e s e not be returnee eitne 
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London, 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

jeubbl. 

AIR -TEL 2/2/53 
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Transmit the following Teletype message to: 

DIRECTOR, FBI AMD SAC MEW YORK 

& , , 

J ULIUS RO SE NBERG. ET AL, ESPIONAGE - R. RE NEWARK AIR-T $L /L 

1/15/53 REGARDING RESIDENCE OP SUBJECT'S CHILDREN WITH MRS ^ 


SONIA BACH/ WHITESVILLE ROAD, TOMS R IVER. NJ. 

'WHO DESIRES HIS 






NAME BE KEPT CONFIDENTIAL, ADVISED THAT SUBJECT'S CHILDREN 1 7(2— 
PRESENTLY RESIDING WITH STATED NO ATTEMPTS t) 

HAVE BEEN MADE TO CONCEAL IDENTITY OF CHILDREN WHO ARE ATTENDING 
PUBLIC SCHOOL IN TOMS RIVER, NJ AND NOTED THAT CHILDREN HAVE TOLD 
HIM OF THEIR RELATIONSHIP TO SUBJECT. OMME NTS THAT SUB- 

JECT’S ELDEST SON INFORMED HIM HE WAS GOING TO t! GET GREENGLASS 
AND SAYPOL m .J^|^|aLSO ADVISED THAT SUBJECT'S ATTORNEY FRE- ^ 
QUENTLY VISITS ROSENBERG CHILDREN AT ABOVE TOMS RIVER, NJ ADDRESS. 
MCKEE 

t 


END 

CC NEWARK 100-36150 
NEWARK 100-36202 
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116-163090 


P ate; January 87, 8963 


BY SPECIAL MESSENGER 


rat 


Captain John 4. Waters 
Director of security 
Atonic Energy 
Boon BOSS 
833 Third Street 
Washington , 8 


Front 



John Edgar soever, pireotor 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 


J 



Subject; 


rssr rorscEiTZ - j rt - j'mm 

'ATOMIC ENERGY ACT - APPLICANT 
SECURITY NATTER - C 


Reference to made to the Atonic Energy Act • Applicant 
investigation of the captioned individuals Reports reflecting 
the results of thts tnvesttgatton were transmitted to the Atonic 
Energy Commission on November 88, 1950, and February 16, 1950 , 



. This Bureau was recently advised by Federal Judge 
Irving R m JCaufman, Southern District of New York, that he te 
in recstpt ef a letter dated December 82, 1958, signed by 
henry Ltnsc hits. Associate Professor ef chemtstry, Syracuse **Lc- 
University, Syracuse 20, New York, requesting-cpnnutation of 
the death sentence given to Julius and Ethel R$ ienb*rg t con- 
victed espionage agents • (W* ~ 

r linschite w&ltffi^that during World 9ap, fl, he worjted 

as a research group leader at les A lanoeon %he development of 
high explosive r lonses and helped aesemble the No gasak i bomb 
as a member of the Atomic Bomb Field group In the Marianas fa ^ 
August, 1945 9 linschits states he believes the sentence given 
to the Rosenborgs should be commuted because he has reason to 
doubt the credibility ef the teetimeny given by Pavtd Qreenglass; . 
the fact that the defendant e and oonf eased op tee are Jem 
might oause a Jewish fudge to lean over backwards; and the 
timing of the trial during a period of bitter international . j 
feelingsm 


A 


The foregoing information la furnished for youri 
confidential use and *sh0Ulfl^not be disseminated -outside 
CoumtasiJM. ^ l t| Y ■ \ '■ - ; • X • " " f * (» IS? 

0 *^ 65-58236 “ * * 

■ a icmtirr iJfroi twiwi - ivih 
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Assistant Attorney General 
Criminal Division 


January 23, 1563 


i / 


Director , FBI 

O ■ 

JULIUS j BO SLAB ZRGi 
STHEL^ROSERBERQ 

ASPIOUQE - R 


\ 


COWj^LBTUl 
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i iirri _ 
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Information has been confidentially received 
that cm January 25, 1953, the Rosenbergo mere visited at 
Stag Stag Prison by Aavfd Rosenberg, brother of Julius • 
Their main topic of conversation mas about it rs. Teseie 
Green glass , mothet of Athol Rosenberg and David Gre engines • 
The Rosenborgs requested that David Rosenberg contact Rrsm 
Tessie Greenglassland fell her that mhen she visits her 
bon, David, at the S, Penitentiary, Lemisburg, 
Pennsylvania, She, should persuade him to make a state* 
meat that he stote a box of tools from the Army and that 
is mhat he used to talk to Justus about and net about 
atomic secrets • • I 

The foregoing is fulntshed for ycur confidential 
information # * 
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SUBJECT: 


V 



•T 



The Rosenberg Case 

Aft was to be expected the Communist press in Switzerland Is 
busily beating the drums about the Rosenberg *s conviction* The Iega- 
tion does not worry about the ridioulous allegations being made by the 
Communist papers since? at best? the Communists speak with a feeble? 
ineffective voice in Switzerland* However? it does find certain 
articles on the Rosenberg case carried in responsible papers a bit 
disturbing* Pertinent quotations from these articles are given below* 


On January 5th^xl5aniien,"CoXiaimist of XA SENTIKBLI2S stated that the 
Rosenborgs were corivleted on testimony given by persons 
direct interest in putting all the blame on them* 

"As I do not have the minutes of the 1000 page ’XdhgjltjMal? I can 
only form a personal opinion regarding the guilt of the Rosenberg pair? 
but what X know about the matter is enough to make me express the 
gravest doubts* Por? in the opinion of many Americans « not only the 
Communists «=» this is an episode in the ’wit ah-haint * organized by 
McCarthy? Taft and the like* And when one asks for proof of the Ro sen- 
berg *s guilt? we are merely offered verbal statements (only 22 witnesses 
of the 118 quoted ever appeared during the proceedings)? many of which 
are more than suspect* In particular? it was in order to save them- 
selves that Rosenberg’s sister and brother-in-law? the Gre eng lass / .* 
couple o who have confessed to serious crimes as meobers of the spy ring 
(the Rosenbergs themselves have never confessed anything) « accused and 
charged the Sing Sing prisoners* Gre eng lass has been condemned to 
(fifteen years’ imprisonment? but his wife? Rosenberg’s sister? is still 
free today? despite her confessions* On the contrary? It seems as 
though no better reason has been found for sentencing Jfrs . Rosenberg 
to death than the fact that she lent Jaor&l supp®«*L$b j h^rl husband . 

_ jrtzS36 *n7 S 

"In the tragic farce of the Slansky trial Hn Prague? $he State- 
ments of the wife of one of the accused - X don’t remember which- who " 
loaded her husband with odious accusations? and*~th6se of ^tiakLr children? 
who piled still more onto them? were also quoted* Xt was enough to 
make you sick* But now can one avoid condemning also as a tragic ^ i h^y 
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fare® i 7 « verdict of Justice Hoffman, whose entire edifice of 
•proofs* *ests on the statements of a sister , a self-confessed spy* 
who 8 in order to save her own skin* has denounced and accused her 
brother and his wife - her brother, with whom she had previously 
had a sordid quarrel about family interests? On my part, I find it 
ground for the utmost anxiety that the United States should have 
reached the stage. In their struggle against Communism, of borrow* 
tng some of the Soviets* most abject methods « In my opinion, 
President Truman would give ©roof of high statesmanship in repriev- 
ing the RosenbergSe Doubt always favoie the accused, this is an 
axiom of Western law. Let us observe it to the letter, in order to 
avoid falling back into the police state morals and the horrible 
parodies of justioe whioh are current in the East." 

In IA SEN TIKE LLE of January 7th, L^dSescoeudres writes i | 

t/ • ' • ' / 

"The Roserbexgs were condemned to death in an atmosphere of 
frantic anti-Communisnn A crime was made out of their political 
opinions. They were condemned without any other proof than what 
was said by other defendants in the same trial. They themselves 
have always protested their innocence. 


"These are the facts of the matter. There is nothing left for 
us to do now but hope that America and the West will not more seri- 
ously disgrace themselves, because there is still time to act and 
all the democracies ardently hope that the beginning of this year 
will see President Truman pardon the Rosehbergs. This would be a 
relief to the free world." 




Pier^e^Beguin, editor in chief of the GAZETTE HE LAUSANNE, 

wrote on January 10th s l-h*- U* - 

— — * 

"There we have it I Reasons of State justify everything, even 
errors, even excesses, even Iniquity I Two human beings whose guilt 
has not been proved conclusively can be coldly sacrificed, on the 
pretense that the moment has come to make an example of someone and 
* to warn others who may be contemplating treason of the fate that 
•waits them. We are sorzy to say so, but this is a totalitarian 
conception of Justice. It used to be a Was! conception, and not Iv 
is a Communist one • It is this conception whioh dictated the scan* 
dalous judgments rendered by the tribunals In Prague and elsewhere $ 
It is not a conception appertaining to a liberal world whioh allots 
the benefits of the doubt under all olroums tanoes , out of respect 
for the flfeman person, whioh only strikes when it is sure, and whioh 
refuses the jjllghtest concession to what seems arbitrary or unjust. 

. 1. w \ \ w * 
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worse danger Inherent in totalitarianism i* t*»t it 
* tempts Its adversaries to fight it with its own .*©&;.• -<nc cxnd its 
own methods. And this Is the very temptation whi oh roust he avoided 
at all costs** 

On January IJth the JOURNAL LB GENEVE.* devoted a front page 
editorial by Bernard Beguin to the oasa* In the article * entitled 
* Justice or tferoy for the Rosenbergs?"* Beguln stresses the sb~ 
solute correctness of the legal procedure but ....c 

"Still there exists an uneasiness whidh is not due exclusively 
to the selfish campaign whi oh. the Communists have conducted over 
this affair, fhis uneasiness comes in the first place from the fact 
that one of the important pieces of evidence (but not the only one) 
for the prosecution was supplied by a eo “defendant 8 David Greengl&ss* 
who 9 having pleaded guilty *> whereas the Rosenbergs pleaded not 
guilty » got off with fifteen years in Jail* Every court of Justice 
. in the world gives a chance to the defendant who pleads guilty* But 
from there to the insinuation that Greenglass bartered his head 
against his evidence it is only one step* and certain people have 
not hesitated to take it. Since this piece oi evidence was not the 
only one* this does not alter the Rosenbergs* guilt. 

•Indeed the uneasiness comes from farther off I It stems from 
the atmosphere created about the Rosenberg oase by politicians who 
have made a career out of anti-communist purges* If the term 
•hysteria 9 is incorrect* because it conjures up a picture of un* 
leashed fury* one may speak objectively of an obsession. Betrayed 
by their good faith and what they today call their naivete* the 
Americans ® press* public* politicians and Judges <=> are undeniably 
obsessed by the idea that they have been duped once more. Under 
such circumstances no human Justice can pretend to be absolutely 
serene * 

*In the Rosenberg case Justice was done* conscientiously* and 
so one could ask the head of the Executive to disavow a sentence 
confirmed by all the courts of appeal which can be considered* But 
it is within his sovereign powers to tone down the extreme severity 
of this mechanism. Hot Justice* therefore* for the Rosenborgs* 
because they have had it* but pardon.* 

Hot all of the articles carried by the responsible press have 
„ been negative • DIE HAT of January dismissed the charge of &ntl~ 
semitism as utter nonsense . 

"I* 1® not long since not only two Jews but a whole row of , 
them were hanged in Ibrague « Strangely enough* Mr, Buschke did not j 
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send a *e?*gram to the Pope on that occasion, nor did anyone hear 

the slightest sound from the bawls rs Who are now making bo muoh 
fuse. She sere fact that all those whoare talking sow kept silent 
then Is enough to tyake the ob jest of the current demonstrations 
perfectly plain. It Is not an unskillful attez^pt, in the fact of 
the eleetrio chair, to put pressure cm the emotions which do still 
funotion in the Western world and to jjenerate an ant i«Ame rl can mood. 
That is all." 

In the GASETTE BE XA.USAKSE of Janut*y 1st, special correspondent 
moheJXuero explained the American point oi' views 

Jft/V t.li# ( _ 

■2he ^uestifix is a different one for the Americans. Communism 
is no longer a doo trine . It is the screen used by an empire with 
which <=> in Korea ~ they are at war. She Communists airs not deoent 
adversaries but enemies against whom one must protect one*8 s#if# 

Those who sympathise with them or who have done so at some time or 
other in their lives are enemy agents or suspected of being suoh., 

•Who would have dreamed during the Hitlerian war of taking ex- 
ception to measures taken against the •Ifazis 1 ? Soon, if their 
appeal does not suooeed, two American citizens, Ethel and Julius 
Rosenberg, will be electroouted in Sing Sing prison. f Out of 
idealism* they handed over to the Soviets secrets relating to atomic 
research. Should one have regarded them, in the name of free thought, 
merely as ideological adversaries and spared them? Amerioan pub 11 o 
Opinion would not have tolerated this, 

•America is no longer a promised land. It is a nation. Because 
it has something to defend and because that something is threatened 
it has become conservative. Could it be otherwise? How could it 
be that the statue of liberty had not changed its face in this world 
of ours." 






Robert Me Wlnfree ' 
Second Secretary of legation 


L SB*/ 


BBCIASSrriED 






" Z* ft » ' 


4-750 (Rev. 4-17-85) 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 


z 


V;. 

Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 



Deleted under exemption(s) 
material available for release to you. 


A 7 c /- 7 -A 


with no segregable 


HU Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 

* 

□ Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 

□ Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred to that 
agency(ies) for review and direct response to you. 


Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be advised by the FBI as 
to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the other agency(ies). 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


□ 



For your information: 




The following number 

c r cnjiM 

is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 

SJiasoU? a//^ ahsjf&cL /'To /(sT ^ 


xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

X DELETED PAGE(S) X 
X NO DUPLICATION FEE § 
X FOR THIS PAGE X 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 


xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 


PBI/ra ■ 




FD-192 

(7-17-52) 


Bufile: 


BULKY EXHIBIT - INVENTORY OF PROPERTY ACQUIRED AS EVIDENCE 

65*58236 lew York 


- . Field Division 

W53 


Date 



Title and Character of Case: 


JULIUS ROSENBERG; ETHEL "ROSENBERG 
ESPIONAGE - R 


Date Property Acquired: 


8 / 11/50 


* 


'f 


Source From Which Property Acquired: 




^Location of Property or Bulky Exhibit: 


Person of ETHEL ROSENBERG; search 
incidental to the arrest of ETHEL 
ROSENBERG* 

Exhibit vault 


Reason for Retention of Property and - Being he ld pending out cone of the flppe; 
Efforts Made to Dispose of Sane: ROSENBERG case* 


Description of Property or Exhibit and 
Identity of Agent Submitting Same: 



One shell clasp pin 

Seven keys 

Seven safety pins 


1 - IT 66-66J# 



M“FEB *7 1953 f 


|W* pie 


85 - 1531)8 


•- 

» / 


FEB 2? 1953 
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FD-19 

(7-17-5 


Bufiies 65-58236 


BTJUEf EXHIBIT - INVENTORY OF PROPERTY ACQUIRED AS EVIDENCE 

i-K8a?*6 H*w Tork 


W53 


Field Division 


Date 


JULIUS VIOSXKBXRa 

Title and Character of Case: pfiyT. HQ8SNBBSO 

sstionaos . * 


Date Property Acquired: 

. a jl 


8/H/50 - Search Incidental to arrest, 


y?7/‘ 


ource From Which Property Acquired: 


Search of KfH&L ROEXNBBRO 


Safety deposit Box 

Location of Property or Bulky Exhibit: Hsnuf acturers fruit Company 

Being bald pending result of appeal 

Reason for Retention of Property and fey ROfBXNBSRGs 
Efforts Hade to Dispose of Same: 

One Briva wrist watch 

Description of Property or Exhibit and One itk gold Signet ring 
Identity of Agent Submitting Same: 






84 John A. Harrington 


.. r ^ 
. -Y* * . S 


\t' '* 
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FD-lV* 

( 7 - 17 - 52 ) 


BUDCI EXHIBIT - INVENTORY OF PROPERTY ACQUIRED AS EVIDENCE 
Bufilei 65-58236 — « Twit n elA . 

^ a/ 1/53 


Field Division 


Title and Character of Case: R QgEHBZR Q 

jRHKLMOSKNBIRfi 

K8F1QHJUQS - R 


Date Property Acquired! 7/17/50 - through MtNb of 208KNBKRC apartment 

Incidental to arreat of JULXUA KOSSNEERG 
10 Monro* »t., Apt. «S-U, New York City 

s 

Source From Which Property Acquired: 


Location of Property or Bulky Exhibits W*7 4»P©»it bOZ Manufacturer* 

Truat Company 

Reason for Retention of Property and Pending r**ult of appeal 

Efforts Made to Dispose of Same: ^7 lOWWBffifll 

Description of Property or Exhibit and Cretan man* a watch #48363 

Identity of Agent Submitting Same: On* Cl*bar *an»® wriat watch 


On* Waltham pocket watch and chain, 
aaa* #6454038 


W^m 




9* William F. Horton 





not recorded 
14-FEB : 7 1953 
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TRUE COPY 

Vi lining ton , North Carolina 
January 28, 1953 


Pear Sir: 


I an doing research work concerning the 
Rosenbery Case ; for a theme • I would appreciate 
all the information I can obtain of the Rosenberg 
Case • If possible please send me a specific hearing 
of the trail and events leading to their arrest « 

If payment is needed send information C*O.D» 

Prom.pt considerati on of my request will 
be greatly appreciated • 


.Forisardinp address; 


Sincerely YourSj 
/s^fred Vallianos 


r Fred Vallianos 

^920 Grace__.8X* 

Wilmington , North Carolina 





3" £3 5 ^ " 


/V7</ 







.“S' ; 


Ttbruary 8, 19SS 
M*k// 


— r r 

ncrTit^ Jfr. Ttjd'lallianot 
V** “ - ft?0 (tract Strttt ’ 

\Pni*tngton,~imh Carolina 

'jJ® Boar Kr . Talliantat 


been re ce 


Tour letUr dated January SQ. 2953 . has 
tvedm 


Although X u>o u Id lthe to be of ms rot ce, 
information tn FBI ftlea to eo»f***nttal and avail- 
able /or effictal uee only, and I an imafciff to 
furnteh you da*n relattng to the case you mentioned • 

Sincerely youre. 


John Edgar Moouer 
JDfrector 

CC - Charlotte ^ with copy officii coming • 

ATTEiJTIOIi SAC: Correspondent is not identifiable 
in Bufilesa / v 
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VTMttMO KM* HO. 64 


Office M ~ dum • united ^ldvernment 



. nPlreotor , 762 


(65-68256) 

< 66 - 2000 ) 


DATS: 2/4/53 


FROM JAC # Buffalo 
soBjECTjtJiaiJfirlosKKBffio . 

R8PI0NAGE • H 
(fudge IRVIHG- R. KAOTVAN) 
(Hew York City origin) 




98959 




Re Hew York City let to Director dated l/20/5S, concerning letter i- "" 
^keoeiyed to KA^mU fro® GRETA E* 0HD*0H of 154 Pearl St*, 

-.■BeeheJtOrV * . ** - ' 7 ✓ . ^ 

i4 Wd report of SI JOHH FRANK GEITS, : d*ted &/z%U&+ _ at 
_ Buffalo' in oaee entitled, BETA ELIBAESIK KE LSON, w a*, Greta 0h2»»n, 
SECURITY RATTER - C # " (Bureau file 16> 2 ?? 65?, «JfSlo file 100-7493) * 

i* being forwarded to the Hew York Office with copies of this letter* 

It t it also noted for the attention of the New York Office that the 
Director's letter to Buffalo dated 9/lo/*8 in oase entitled ?*GRETA ~~ 
.^ELIZABETH 0H LS0fl At j^^2 pointed^ out inforration appearing in the afore - 

the .. a 

furtbeneor e, the afortea^^!ette^advited no Securit^Ind*5^5!«^^^ 
being prepared at that time, which action had been rooosmended by 
Buffalo letter dated 8/27/iQ. 




> 


In the oaee entitled "CARL BERNARD OHLSON, was*, 8EC0RIT2 RATTER -C ff 7 
(Bureau gile 100-30751?^ Buffalo file' 1(^8799), it was established 
that GRETA ' and CARL CELS OH were brother- dad sister ;• Furthermore, / 
the report* of *SA" CHARLES A. FERGUSON, dated 12/ll/51, at Buffalo re-^'’^ 
ports the results of an interview of&ARL BERNARD CBLSON at Rochester, ? 

I *♦ *•# on 9/15/61, and his residence at that time was 154 Pearl ■‘BtlT - * / 
^ Roche iter ' — V 



' ** . 
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AIR -TEL 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


UNITED STATES 



SPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

/ m. |NfQRMATIwrt0i'™NED 

MEW YORK, 2/5/53 / 

Transmit the following Teletype message to: ETOREAU 


JULIUS ROSENBERG, ESPIONAGE R. 



CONFIDENTIALLY W 


l 


ADVISED TODAY THAT ETHEL GOLDBERG, SISTER OF JULIUS, VI SI TED 

; . _ ... -r 

ETHEL ROSENBERG ON 1/31/53# AT Tffi BEGINNING OF THE VISIT, ETHEL ; 
GOLDBERG SAID, "I WANT TO KNOW A LITTLE BIT MORE ABOUT THE TABUS". 
IMMEDIATELY, ETHEL ROSENBERG FLEW INTO A RAGE AND TOLD GOLDBERG, 
"DON'T YOU MENTION THAT TABLE IN HERE. IT DOESN'T CONCERN YOU AT 

ALL AND YOU SHOUID NOT MENTION IT". THE CONVERSATION CONTINUED ' 

IIP 

ABOUT THE TABLE, AND IT WAS THE IMPRESSION OF^m^^FROM THE pj) 

CONVERSATION; THAT THEY WERE TALKING ABOUT A CONSOLE TABLE WITH A 

HOLLOW BASE OH AT THE FBI HAD BEEN INTERESTED IN. ON 2/ 3/53, 

ETHEL AND JULIUS ROSENBERG HAD THEIR WEEKLY VISIT. ETHEL ASKED 

JULIUS IF HIS SISTER, ETHEL GOLDBERG, HAD ASKED HIM ABOUT THE TABLE 

WHEN SHE VISITED HIM ON 1/31/53# JULIUS TOLD ETHEL THAT HIS SISTER 

HAD ASKED HIM ABOUT THE TABLE AND THAT HE TOLD HER THAT SHE SHOULD 

NOT MENTION THE TABLE OR THE HIGH CHAIR / THAT IT WAS NONE OF HER 

BUSINESS. IT IS BELIEVED THAT THE TABLE REFERRED TO IS THE / - "" 

/ y „£——*■ 

CONSOLE TABLE THAT DAVID GREE NGI^ S TEST IF ^ D TO THAT THE RUSSIANS 

HAD GIVEN TO JULIUS AND THAT IT HAD BEE N ^FITTED UP TO ^O^MICROFIIM 

WORK. HOWEVER, THIS IS THE FIRST HIGH CHAIR WAS 

^rffiaSeipISs^KEff,, SPECIAL DELIVERY) 

JAH:RED (#6) , /I/^ ~,-i - °\. 

65-153W 




lV: ■ j> 

r 






Approved 



Special Agent in Charge 


Sent. 




Per. 



FD-36 



j 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


Transmit the following Teletype message to: 


£&(rl£ TwO 


REFERRED TO. 


! ADVISED THAT/2/V53, EMMANUEL BLOCH p 
VISITED JULIUS AND ETHEL BUT NO MENTION NAS MADE OP WE TABLE. 

BLOCH ADVISED THEM THAT RECENTLY ELEANOR ROOSEVELT HAD COME OUT 
AGAINST CLEMENCY. HE STATED HE MET HARjfiY SACHER IN GRAND CENTRAL 
AND DISCUSSED THIS PACT WITH^CHErT IT WAS SSCHER'S,. OPINION THAT 


EISENHOWER IS CONSIDERING CIEMENCY AND THAT ELEANOR ROOSEVELT HAD 
INSIDE INK) OP THIS PACT AND MADE THE ABOVE STATEMENT SO THAT NO 
ONE WOULD KNOW SHE HAD THIS INFORMATION. BLOCH AND THE ROSENBERGS 
DISCUSSED SETTING UP AN EDUCATIONAL PANEL AND MENTIONED THE NAMES 
OP STM HENRY, DOCTORJtIKELJOHN, AND TOMMY EMERSON (THIS IS THE 
*LAW PROFESSOR AT YALEO. BLOCH SAID THATtfEDELL SMITH, UNDER' ' 
SECRETARY OF STATg, IS ONE OP THE SMARTEST MEN IN 3HE GOVERNMENT. 
BLOCH TOLD THE ROSENBERGS THATiABBI SILVER' BERATED HIM ON THE 
TELEPHONE BECAUSE THE LETTER THAT SILVER HAD SENT TO BLOCH SAYING 
THAT HE WAS FOR CLEMENCY FOR THE ROSENBERGS HAS GIVEN TO HIM IN 
CONFIDENCE AND THAT HE SHOULD NOT HAVE PUBLISHED IT. BLOCH TOLD 
fSILVER>HAT HE DID NOT PUBLISH IT BUT THAT THE ROSENBERG COMMITTEE 
DID. SILVER WOUID NOT ACCEPT THIS EXPLANATION. BLOCH IS GOING 
TO THE DINNER FOR "SILVER THAT IS BEING HELD AT THE WALDORF-ASTORIA 


HOTEL IN NYC TONIGHT. BLOCH TOLD THE ROSENBERGS THAT SENATO R 
; UlBEStf S MOST HELPFUL AND IS WORKING POR THEM. HE Sim 

»ii i I, 


Approved:, 


Special Agent in Charge 


Sent. 


_M 


Per 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


Transmit the following Teletype message to: 

PAGE THREE 

SOT SEE SENATOR TAPT_BUT SAW HIS EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT. HE SAID 
THAT SENATOR %VES^ WOULD NOT HELP THEM AND HAS STATED that THE 
EXERCISE OP EXECUTIVE CLEMENCY IS NONE OP HIS BUSINESS. HE ALSO 
STATED THAT SENATOR LEHMAN WOUID HOT HELP THEM TO GET CLEMENCY, i 

- f i 

BLOCH TOLD THEM THAT THE WORID PICTURE HAS DARKENED BECAUSE OP 
THE PURGES IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA AM) RUSSIA. HE TOLD THEM THAT 
Kffi )R. SAUL MILTER fTHTR f p ms PSYCHIATRIST WHO VISITS BT™r ) W AS 
GOING TO TRY TO CONTACT A WITNESS NAMED SGHNEIDERMAN (THIS IS 
BEN SCHNEIDER, THE PASSPORT PHOTOGRAPHER). MILLER WILL TRY TO 
GET SCHNEIDER TO STATE THAT HE TESTIFIED AS HE DID BECAUSE OP 
THREATS MADE AGAINST HIM BY THE PBI AND BECAUSE HE HAD BEEN 
COACHED AM) HIS TESTIMONY OBTAINED FROM THE QUESTIONING OP A 
GROUP OF PBI AGENTS. THE BUREAU IS INFORMED THAT SCHNEIDER WAS 
CONTACTED ON 2 / 2 / 53 * AND STATED THAT A NEWSPAPERMAN OP THE "DAILY 
FORWARD" HAD BEEN TO SEE HIM AND TRIED TO QUESTION HIM ABOUT THE 
TRIAL. SCHNEIDER TO ID THIS REPORTER THAT HE WOUID NOT DISCUSS 
HIS TESTIMONY. SCHNEIDER ADVISED THE AGENTS i mAi* jfl XHE EVENT 
HE IS CONTACTED BY ANY PERSON HE WILL NOT DISCUSS HIS TESTIMONY 
BUT WILL OBTAIN THE IDENTITY OP THE PERSON AND ADVISE THIS 
OFFICE. PHILADELPHIA WILL INTERVIEW DAVID GREENGIASS AT 
IEWISBURG, AND OBTAIN PROM HIM ANY INFO THAT HE MIGHT HAVE 


Sent M Per. 


Approved : 


Special Agent in Charge 


FD-36 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


Transmit the following Teletype message to; 

PAGE POUR 

CONCERNING THE HIGH CHAIR MENTIONED BY JULIUS ROSENBERG. 
PHIIADBLPHIA IS CAUTIONED TO BE CAREFUL IN ITS QUESTIONING OF 
DAVID SO THAT THE SOURCE OP THIS INFO. IS NOT DISCLOSED, NOR 
IS ANY OF THE FOREGOING TO BE DISSEMINATED IN ANY MANNER, NOR 
PUT INTO A REPORT. NY WILL INTERVIEW MRS. JESSIE OREENGLASS, 
RUTH AND BERNARD GREENGLASS AND ATTEMPT TO IDENTIFY T HE HIGH 
CHAIR. BUREAU WILL BE ADVISED. 


BOA REMAN 


OOx ICE. SELiHom 
^ A2> ro wem& t B&t r 


JX)M. INTEL. IHVXBlOH 


fFccr 


Sent _M Per 


Approved: 


Special Agent in Charge 



CC - Mr* Belmont 


Assistant Attorney General 
Barren Olney III 


/ Streeter* FBI * i / 

Rcawffl ■ 'hi'ggZit’ 'MT**. 

JULIUS BDSLliBKRGt 


Felruari 10, 1<*53 


BDSLliBiRGf 
JSTH LL^BOS IhB FRO 
JSBPIOSAGS • B 




Q 


Information has been confident tally received 
that ob January 31* 1933* Ethel Goldberg* Bin ter of 
JultuB Bceenberg* oititod rthel Rosenberg ®t Sing Sing 
Prison. At the Spinning? of the vie it if re* Goldberg 
aatd "X want. to know a little more about the table • 

Ithel RBBenberg became angry and answered Don't you 
mention that table tn here . X* doesn’t concern you 
and you should not mention tU " According to our 
source- it appeared that they were talking about a 
console table mitb a hollow base that the FBI had been 
interested to* 

This source further advised that Bn February 3 * 
1933, Ithel and Julius Rosenberg had their weekly oicit* 
Ethel asked Julius If Ms sister had asked htm about the 
table when she visited htm on January 31* 1933 * Julius 
advised that she did inquire and he told hts sister that 
she should not mention the table or the high chair and that 
it was none of her business « 
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Xt is believed that the table referred to is 
the console table that David Oreenglass testified to in 
the trialm According to his testimony* the Soviets had 
given this table to Julius Rosenberg and it had been 
scuipped to do microfilm work * It is not known what is 
the significance of Julius Bosenberg’a reference to the 
high chsir mentioned shout* 



, -n , 

Our source also advised that on February. 4* 
1963* the Mosenbergs were wisited by their attorney* 
Emanuel Bloch * Bloc* advised them that recently Ueancr 
Roosevelt ca me sat a pci net clemency* Be stated that he 
had met Harry Sacher fappcrentl^re/ei-Hog to the \fcmer 
member of the defense counsel Am the, trial sf the *Jzvcn 
Won uniSt Party functionarieeLMlore Judg^J(4&iMj 
* discussed this matter with Ai*. Xt wuM&acAer’s opinion 
that President Eisenhower ns cons tder ing clemency and 
tftat Utb+ fiooeeselt Add . tmeidff, information of this fact 
and made the above statement it that m of one would know 
she had this information * 
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_• aloe* «l«o told the **«* *■£$*_ 

^*lVcH P .«Un%M£ :« Ar 

SwSSsrts aiA^sr-ra-®.*^ 

S;“ s .r B . «/< "ssdr'ST.1. 555 !J{*SS ?£.£* 

syrs.fw r*s £s»«i. «««■"». «• 

C-> r n to Xu£« BlUf StftdtOf £*/*»Crt WOUld UOt help 

5l«c* «J«o a4*l»*d **ea that vie world 

*/ ** P»rg** in C**cfu>*lovak ia 

and SuMttu 

nloah advised the noscnberpe that$r» 

filler (a pluoMatrtot vho Vnd 

“ *r~ ".i intact a wttAea* named bebneldeman ana 
«tt^pttn£toc«Atact /t ^ M h* did fceccwie 

ffiw&ffsss «: fetwa 

gssr, S fV5SS*.'iuWK , SH« «*• •ffiu,'*' 

SFil^S:* ILs'iBch »« wr 

tsivi^sa K* 

TtdlscTos M« *•«•»»*# ** J*W ••ft** *V <dwWn ' 

#/ tfce perocn and adults our ted Tort Off tee, 

Tou mill bo top* eurrdfidiv ddvleed bf anp 
additional development* <» thto nattor* 


tou. »■.___ 


- * - 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
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Transmit the following Teletype Message to: 

>0 \ v 

JULIUS HOSS^FERG) FT AL; ESPIONAGE - R. RE NT AIR -TEL TO BUREAU, 2/6/53. : ; ;r ‘ 
THE FOLIOWING INFORMATION CONCERNS SaVTD ENGE^ON, WAS. RALPH NCP.Tfju’/^ *' 
PROBATION OFFICER, USI>£, SDNY, ADVISED f £ftT£LSO]£ PLEADED GUILT! TO Ti 
COUNTS OF VIOLATION SECTION 1,001, TITLE 16, USC, INVOLVING 
USE OF GOLD CERTIFICATE IN OETAINIWG FINE GCID AND DIVERTING IT im 
GCID ELACK MARKET. ON 12/ll/52 IMPOSITION OF SENTENCE WAS SUSPENDED a tt X> j 
ENCELSON PLACED ON TWO TEARS FRO FAT ION AND KENJD $1,000.00. PROBATION 
RECORDS REFLECT THAT ^IGELSON* BECAME ACTIVE IN FLACK MARKET 1950 A*JD 19<1. 
OPENED ^rtoSENB® CHAIN 00m?!T, W* 1950. EVALUATED 

BUSINESS AS BETWEEN $10,000.00 AND $20,000.00. NORTON EXPLAINED THAT IF l “ 
'".Lv - VIOLATED PROBATION REC-UIATIONS HE WDUID BE SUBJECT TO SEITS’CE ' ' 

UP TO TEN TEARS »? D $10,000.00 FINE OH EACH COURT. >CP.TO» OFFERED FULL 

• • - * 

COOPERATION '.VI TH BUREAU AGENTS IN ANY FUTURE ACTION DESIRED FT BUREAU. 

AUSA LOUIS I. KAPLAN, SONY, ADVISED ISHIjjjsdjjf PRESENTLY CCOPESATING WITH 
U. S. SECRET SERVICE AND HIS OFFICE RE NUMEROUS OO-CONSPIRATORS IK CONNECTION 
WITH AFOVE VIOLATION, #Er.’QSLSO!I TO AFFEAJR BEFORE FOJ, SONY, THIS WEEK TO 
MAKE FINAL STATE-SIT OF INFORMATION PHEVIOUSLI FURNISHED TO U. S. SECRET 
SERVICE AND USA, SDNT. KAPLAN ADVISED HE WOULD FULLY COOPERATE IfflK THE j 5 


FUHEA.U IN ANT FUTURE ACTION DESIRED BT BUREAU CONCESNINO^N.GELSON; HE 
STATED FOJ APPEARANCE OF ENGELS^ 3KIS WEEK IS FINAL INTEREST OF USA’S 


BUIEAU (iEGULAR MAIL) *)*'/& 



HAMsRJH (# 6 ) 
NT 65-15348 


Approved:. 



•■« A A lizfF* ' J p 

iff a , f 


Special Agent in Cbarge 


■fflffl®* ,iri t1S?L , 


Per 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


PAGE 2 

Transmit the following Teletype message to: 


OFFICE IN GOLD BLACK MARKET CASE INSOFAR AS ENGELSON IS CONCERNED. 


AGEN 



U. S* SECRET SERVICE, NIC, OFFERED FULL COOPER'— 


t 


TION TO BUREAU A(&NTS. HE STATED ENGELS Olf TO MAKE FINAL APPEARANCE BEFORE ' 
FGJ THIS WEEK. HE ADVISED feCELSON COOPERATED TOTH U* S. SECRET SERVICE ^ 


ONLY AFTER BEING FACED TOTH CONCLUSIVE EVIDENCE AGAINST HIM. AGENT 

BATED HE WDUID MAKS AVAILABLE TO AGENTS COMPLETE FILS OF HIS t •' 
INVESTIGATION . NTTV YORK OFFICE, AFTER REVIEW OF SECRET SERVICE FILS, 

TOL SUBMIT LETTER RE CCS/MEND ING FUTURE ACTION IN THIS NATTER. RECORDS 
KNICKERBOCKER VILLAGE, NYC, HE ELECT RESIDED FRO:/ JANUARY, 19^2 [ - 

TO OCTOFER, 19^3 AT '$> N$MROE~ ST REST'* AND FROV OCTOBER, 19U3 TC DATE AT 
m NONROE STR©® IT IS TO BE NOTED THAT iS MONROE STRE^AND 10 MONROE 
STREET, THE FORMER RESIDENCE OF JULIUS ROSEATE ERG, ARE IN THE SAMS HOUSING 
UNIT* 

EOARDMAN 


wt belmost 


DOM. INTEL. DIVISION 


i 


Approved: 


Sent M Per 


Special Agent in Charge 


AIR -TEL 



i£~5| 


■gfc :- -J 







Toison 

L»<!d 

Nichols 

Belnxme 

CLcjt* 

G)»»i n 

Hsrbo 

Rosen 

T»«ry 

LstijtWSifi 

Mob; 

tjiunrst^ 

Tel*- R» 

Holloo:*n 

p, 


PEBRUART U, 1953 

*%&&{** fft 7 SAC, KEV PORK ( 05 - 15343 ) 

li r 8 lsf l,,a, ' * tal * *** iotAa * - *• »ww» 

jht 8 aUA$t\in, kiketekk piptttbrss, if deaths to oscobi 

COMPUTE niABCIAL BISTORT OP tfcELSOpS COMPAMT PROM 

-■at 9 

MTS or ITS ORZCIK IK KIKSTSSM TIPTZ, IMCLUDIKO COMPLETE 
MTA OK 8 PSCXPIC BLACK MARKET TRAISACTIOKS EKOASED IK 
MI BkCELsSk, AS KELL AS MIS LEGITIMATE KUSIHESS, IK 
SPFOST TO TUCK SOURCE OP MIS PUKDS, BSARIKO IK MIKD THE 
POSSIBILITT TEAT IT WCELSoP WAS KECIPZSKT OP BE fit TKOUSAKD 
DOLLARS PROM ETHEL ROSSKBSRO IK PUKE, KIMS TEES PITTI, THIS 
MOKET MAT MATE SEEK USED BT KIM IK THE BUSIKESS. EXPEDITE 
IKTSSTIOATIOS AMD IMMEDIATE!! ADVISE BUREAU OP AMT IMP OUT AST 
DETELOPMEKTS , 


MOOTER 


APL:awn & 

65 - 38*36 

Motet 


'Iripl* 31 


<1 


fV 0 l* 


7 onfidenttaJ. Informant mate of 

\ #08h b.efg -it ndoised that Rosenberg i 

'^^ollowingt The "evening Rosenberg returned home 

• J L.< BM • / ft. * M ~ . I . . . 


told Af» thefollowing # The "evening Rosenberg returned hone 

K er being questioned by MBS (June 16, i960), he took \ A 

000 and a Leioa camera and gave same to St helm The next 
morntng Ethel took the money and camera to apartment of an 
unknown Communist Party jpember who also stayed in a 
Knickerbocker Ttllage.i ISngeleon, known Coaaunist and reaident 
of Knickerbocker Tillage, <a a suspect for unknown Communist 
Party member, and investigation of WHge2ooh*beiil® tl l&ken 
by MTO on this bos is m ' ' A 


MMUD I* 


O 1 & in 
J- ^ !< 


FEB 1 1 1853 

it COMM ♦ £81 
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Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 

Deleted under exemption(s) with no segregate 

material available for release to you. 

f i 

Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 
Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 
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Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred to that 
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Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be advised by the FBI as 
to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the other agency(ies). 
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(s) withheld for the following t^ason(s): 
y 05* 
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Jl & /J (/e~ icyfczr zi </?/. 


I 1 For your information: 
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FD-36 




<id 


AIR- TEL 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT/OF JUSTICE 


/ ^ EW YORK, 2/6/53 j 

T^nsmit the following Teletype message to: BUREAU j '= 

JULIUS ROSENBERG, ESP I ONAGE-R. REREP SA W. JAMES WOOD 
AT PHILADELPHIA, FEBRUARY 4/ 1953, ENTITLED 11 MORRIS 
AGII V ESPIONAGE - B n . REFERENCE IS MADE TO ONE DAVID ( 

ENGEL~JS ENGELSON, DESCRIBED BY DAVID GREENGLASS AS 
ACQUAINTANCE OF JULIUS ROSENBERG. INVESTIGATION NYC REFLECTS 

Engel probably identical with da?id engels or, was, sm-c 

^BUFILii. 100-49007^ ENGBLSd^ RESIDED^pg**SBERTT« t F‘~*ri l T' Ri<~i?. 'P 1 

IN 194-1 WHEN INTERVIEWED BY BUREAU AGENT, f ENGELSON 
KNOWN TO BE RESIDING 14 WONHCJE STREET, KNICKERBOCKER 
. VILLAGE IN 1948 AND PRESENTLY RESIDES THERE WITH WIFE, 

V MARY AND TWO CHILDREN. OPERATES pOOSENECK' CaklH..TC ! : 0MP^ | «<4> ' 
|^/ NYC - I^GELSON CP AND YCL ORGANIZER AND ‘ME HBER ^ 

vis^^hat julFuJ MJSenSerg Told Hlflr 


a V 

O i iz*5t 
o ys if 


f |^‘ / " THAT VAVE EK^FwA S 0RGAJfI2ER^SS#Hgg^^^^Jp| 
| WAS A MESBEr.J in VIEW OF THE FOREGOING INFORMATION, 


H ROSENBERG 


<2 


CONSIDERATION IS BEING GIVEN TO^fGELSaT AS A SUSPECT FOR 
THE INDIVIDUAL WHO RECEIVED THE $7000 AND A LEICA CAMERA 
raOM ETHEL ROSENBERG. IT WILL EE RECALLED THAT 


. 3+ BUREAU 
i- NY 65-16223 

RAM:AM (#6) ; U'A" 

65-15348 




RECORDED-45 


FEB & is 


. 1 / 

S o ,• l/ 


I* ^ 


Approved: 


Special Agent in Charge 


FD-36 
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. FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

NY 65.15346 - 2 - 

Transmit the following Teletype message to: 

FURNISHED INFORMATION EMANATING FROM JULIUS ROSENBERG 
ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS CONCERNING THIS MATTER* SUMMARIZED 
AS FOLLOWS; THE EVENING JULIUS ROSENBERG RETURNED HOME 
AFTER BEING QUESTIONED BY FBI AGENTS (JUNE 16, 1950) 

HE TOOK #7000 AND LEICA CAMERA AND GAVE THEM TO HIS WIFE. 

NEXT MORNING, ETHEL PLACED $7000 AND CAMERA IN BROWN 
PAPER SHOPPING BAG AND TOOK THEM TO APARTMENT OF A CP 
MEMBER WHO ALSO LIVED IN KNICKERBOCKER VILLAGE. ROSENBERG 
DESCRIBED INDIVIDUAL AS STAUNCH FRIEND. ALSO AS FATHER OF 
TWO CHILDREN. ENGELSONi ARRESTED SEPTEMBER 25, 1952, US SECRET 
SERVICE FOR FRAUDULENTLY OBTAINING GOLD BUYING CERTIFICATE. * 
J||pELS($ PLED GUILTY AND RECEIVED TWO YEARS SUSPENDED ^ 

SENTENCE AND PROBATION, PLUS #1000 FINE, APPROXIMATELY / 
DECEMBER 19 , 1952 . USA, SDNY, US SECRET SERVICE, NYC, 

AND US PROBATION OFFICER WILL BE INTERVIEWED CONCERNING 
KN{&LSO®f APPROPRIATE INVESTIGATION WILL BE CONDUCTED IN 
ANTICIPATION OF REQUESTING BUREAU AUTHORITY TO INTERVIEW 
fljfo SfeLSOKg 


BOARDMAN 


Sent M Per 


Approved: 


Special Agent in Charge 


February IS, 1953 


, SAC, Maw Fork (OS -15343) 

RtCORDED- 45 JHnotor, FBI (65-58330 

- /X/?S ■ . ' O ' 

f ^ JULIUS BOSSMBSBOf 
/ f ktbblQi OSEFBKRO 

1 SSPI08A0E - M 


\ 


Meuroir-Ul February 6, 1953, a dviofng that 
mono iderat ion io being given toPuvij $oge$Man ae a 
ouopeot for the individual mho received tho 1 7,000 and 

a leica earn ora from Mthel Mooenberg. 



Thin mattor ohould bo given prompt and vigorouo 
attention, and all logical avenueo of invootigation ohould 
be adequately covered. The Bureau ohould be immediately 
advieed of any important developnento. 



To)* aft 

U 44 

Nichols 

Bolmofti 

Oe« 

Cilarin 

Hnrho _ 

Rosrn 

Tracy 

Uajihli* — — _ 

Mohr 

Tiiurrrcad 

Talc, ft m 

HollMil* 

Gundy 
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Jfeai $orh ■'wlngiral &nmty 

DEPARTMENT OF TROPICAL RESEARCH 


• \ 


WE. LIAM 


RlUl STATIONS ; 

Kalacooo, British Guiao. — 1916-1918 

Kutsbo, British Guiana — 1919-1924 

S. Y.Nom*, Galapagos— 1923 

&• Y. Arcturut, Sargtnuin; Galapagos — 1925 

Sdi, liwutnumt, Haiti — 1927 

Tog Ht** Hort*. Hudson Gorge — 1928 

Tog GUdisftn, Nonsuch, Bda. — 1929-1931 

Ytcbt Amimtt, West Iodic*— 1932 

Tug Prttdoa, Bermuda — 1932 

Yacht AnUtrts, Pearl la. — 1933 

Biological Station, Bermuda — 1933 

Launch Skink, Bermuda — 1933 

Tug Rtmdy, Bermuda — 1934 

New Nontuch, Bermuda— 1934-1941 

Yacht Hardl Biaou, West ladies — 1936 

Yacht Zac*, Gulf of California — 1936 

Yacfar Zaca, Eastern Pacific — 1938 

Caripito, Venezuela — 1942 

Zoo laboratory— 1943, 1947, 1949 

Rancho Grande, Venezuela— 1945, 1945, 1948 

Simla, Trinidad— 1950, 1951 


BEEBE, Sc. D., Director 


0 JOCELYN CRANE, Research Zoologist 
V. HENRY FIRMING, Entomologist 


Laboratory: 
Zoological Park 
New York 50, N. Y. 
Tel. FOrdham 7-2000 

Snnuo: 

55 West 67th Street 
New York 23. N. Y. 
Tel. TRafalgar 7-5063 


9- f- 7 


Field Station : 
Simla. 

Aiima Valley 
Trinidad, B.W.I. 


JjjL / 




•Ajt* ■ 

January 26th, 1953 


Headquarters F.B.I 
Washington, D.C. 



Dear Sirs; 

This kind of thing probably comes 
to you In myriads but I will send it anyway. 

It was forwarded to me _from New York and 
speaks for itself. Who Ursula Nennlnger may be < y 
I have no Idea, but it Is apparent that she is 
worth keeping on file. 



^ <r • * 





CUssorSavia 


*na# b a full-rate 
Telegram or Cbble- 
tnm unless Its de- 
fcrred chsracter is Jrv 
aica tetj by a suitable 
symbol above or pro* 
ceding the address. 


WESTERN - 
UNION 


SYMBOLS 


I DL«=Dsy Least 


NL^Night Letter 


iw. w. Marshall, president 


I LT*=Int’l Letter Telegram 
[vTTWml Victory Ltt. 


The fljinv time «hnnm in tl» Am*» tin* m f-|- r . 


• NA002 30 PD INTL FRsN STAAKEN UEBER FALKENSEE VIARCA 17 121C 
AN ^IREKTQR FC> P flTlLLl AM= JAN i7 AM 6 H 

ffiEEBEi ZOOLOGICAL PARK NYK=r ' i'*" . 

l D a . ~ k . w 


? p Hi W YORK N. Y. 


=BITTE SIE DEN EERUEHMTEN FORSCHER UND-tV I SSENSCHA FTLER I HRE 


GANZE AUTORITAET ZUR RETTUNG DES UNSC&JLdIgEN EHEPAARES ' 


ROSENBERG E I NZU 3 ETZEN== 
D&JJ&S.UU>"£e N N I NGS 


BERLINS 






*s S? 


\0 


TBB COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 


Fl^ase as a famous explorer and scientist throw 


\ 


th*o entire weight of your authority toward 
rescuing that innocent married couple the 
\ Rosenberg© • 




/«* 







Tebruary 4, 1953 


J 


^rnoRHcD - 70 


r- 


M 




% 

\ 


•b 


e^-12.3 


jFilliamjgpeebe^ 

^jPtriidad, grTi? ajfj^ie gt JncfftfS 


Dear^ pT m Beebes ? 


HOTS: 


identifiable in Bufilee • 

P 



Tour letter dated January B6, 1953, 
together with enclosure, has been received, and the 
interest prompting you to bring this matter to my 
attention is indeed appreciated » 

Sincerely youre, 

J» Edgar Hoover 


)r. Ursula Ifenn tnger, Berlin , Herman]/, is not 


DXC.’bJetmmh 

~«o '. 6 W r 



:siC.'S 




r ■'Pa 

* V { Mi 4v,- 


<9vl 0 m 


.. •, y<?:- v ‘ 


\- 


Y 


VHC»C» 3; THCv.i 


n 
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> 3 ^ 2413^3 


> !itt» i ‘ 

/ I. t) r • 

/ • *. L. J* 

r < r 
J ~ ; ' 
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• EDERAL BUREAU OP INVEST 
TED STATES DEPARTMENT ™ 

Tot COMMUNICATIONS oSCTION. 

_ .... ... . . February 11, 19SS OBGSlfT 

Transmit the following message tot 


SACm MSI TORS 
CLEVELAND 


o 


JUZZ VS B08EEBERO $ XT AL $ E8PX0EAGE l« PRESIDEET &8X SHOWER 
MAS TORE ED HOME CLSMSECY APPEAL Of ROSESBESCf TB1S PATE. 

WEE font AEP CLSVSUEV 880 ULD XETSHSirr COVERAGE or OTHER 
SUBJECTS PRESENTLY UNDER INVESTIGATION AS POSSIBLT INVOLVED 
ZW ROSENBERG WSTWQRE AEP BE DOUBLY ALERT TOR AST ACTIVITY OE PART 
Or T8ESE INDIVIDUALS INDICATING UEUSUAL CO ST ACTS OR POSSIBILITY 
ST TLIQRT. IMMEDIATELY ADVISE BUREAU Of AMY IMPORT AST DEVELOPMENT 


SOOVER 


65-58236 

APLtolto^^ 








RECORD® • 




tT, ^ t 

•y* i 


fr^r- r r jf:r,';j or ir-rrr-cpr:^ 
" 3 DEPARTteLf:? OF JC3TJCE 

CCKMilKiEATiaK StCTiC:’ 

FEB i J liSJ 


COPIES 

4S6 noAvJFEB 191953 

SENT VIA 


TELETiT'* 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF (NVCSTtGMlOT! 
«L 3. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

COMMUKiGATiQHS SECTICil 

FEB U 1953 


2-11-53 


DIRECTOR 


URGENT 


11-12 PM 


A It INFORMATION CONTAINED I 


Mr. Tolson. 

ttJSWl 


& 

vi n __ 

E*. V: -ho 

M-. ? i-n 

Mr. Tritfy 

M,. C i vty 

Mr. M hr 

Mr. Y/.uterrowd- 

Tele. Rjom 

Mr. fHolIoman_«_ 

Mr. ^i2oo 

Mis*. Gandy 


JULIUS ROSENBERG. ET AL ESP-R. 


SING SING PRISON CONFIDEN- 


TIALLY ADVISED TODAY THAT AT ABOUT FIVE TWELVE PM HE RECEIVED CALLS FRO! 

VARIOUS NEWSPAPER SERVICES THAT PRESIDENT EISENHOWER HAD DENIED 

0 

CLEMENCY TO JULIUS AND ETHEL ROSENBERG. HE REFUSED TO COMMENT TO THE 
NEWSPAPERS. HE CALLED THE CONDEMNED CELL TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE 
ROSENBERGS HAD HEARD THE NEWS AND WAS ADVISED BY THE /EEPER THAT JULIUS 
ROSENBERG HAD HEARD THE NEWS ON THE RADIO AND THAT JULIUS ASKED (jlO 


TO SEE THE WARDEN IMMEDIATELY.' 


STATED THAT HE SAW JULIUS AFTER 


SEVEN PM TONIGHT AND JULIUS ASKED FOR A MEETING WITH HIS WIFE TONIGHT. 
EFUSED THE REQUEST. JULIUS STATED THAT HE WANTED HIS WIFE TO 


TO TELL 'HIS WIFE OF THE REFUSAL OF 


RECEIVE THE NEWS AND ASKED 

CLEMENCY BY THE PRESIDENT. JULIUS TOLijJ|^(^rHAT THE PRESIDENT DENIED 
CLEMENCY BECAUSE OF THE REPORT MADE TO THE PRESIDENT BY JOHN FOSTER 
DULLES, SECRETARY OF STATE IN HIS RETURN FROM HIS TRIP ABROAD. 

STATED THAT JULIUS BELIEVED THAT DULLES HAD GIVEN THE PRESIDENT THE 
REPORT ON THE FOREIGN SITUATION THAT CAUSED THE PRESIDENT TO DENY 


CLEMENCY AND JULIUS BLAMES DULLES FOR THIS DENIAL. 


TATED THAT 


END OF PAGE ONE 
- t 


J5ECORDED-21 




h mVLm 

O'* ‘ 




‘ # •' •*' K Z-- . 

>' * *£, •*. v,; ^ 
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S*np 5*np I’rtecn haa 

conf*d«n ig g Til/ iU^ff e^hflta/ter newa e/ «• President s 

denial 0 / clemency to the soaenfcerpa a«8 *™ a ^f°** _ 

the radio* he called the condemned cell to deter- 
mine whether the tfotenherpa bad heard the new* 3e was 1 74 
nAnie&A by the prtson Jteeper that Julian Rosenberg had 
lelrd the^s o n Te r adio and that Julius anted to see \pt> 

Asked peraiooion for a tf^ng with ft to . 9i J e .* h °*/ 9nx * 
statin P g that he wanted hie wife to receive the news. 

Rosenberg tolJSSMthat the Preside nt denied , ^ 
clemency because of the reporf made to the Pre * ide ** 'fa 

** ***“« 

'helieoed Dulles had President a report on the 

foreign situation that caused the Pre si de n^n^den V cl Jf e - 

and Julius blamed Dulles for thts den ial . CPPHf’f ted ^ 
*** - ^ _ i ..4 Mo ti<» png tears a 


Julius was visibly shaken and on the verge 


refused Julius ' request to see his wife 
So^ut told him that * e co uld-mse her the 


• ould see her the 

tell hin )- 
>I?a^rhe warden 


ihejUgg* 
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that evening, _ . 

following morning * Julias then dske 
wife of the denial of the clemency p 
thereafter visited Ethel Rosenberg to tell her the 
and she told him she had heard it on the radio, j* 

Stated that Mrs. Rosenberg was calm “"d “J^ecte 
showed the same arrogant Banner and self-control as i 

the past. tfT) : 

.. also advised he had received numerous w Re- 
calls from newspapers and the P JJ* ttfprWiien t 

that newspaper reporters *»«*<• ^ the latter 

Press Secretary released the new to the press, * 

stated that the President had given long 90 *•£ 
the plea for clemency. One press reporter *** e ** e *. * 

Secretary when had the President received the P*P e ** * , 

the Rosenbergs ashing for clemency. The -Press J* „ Bo J u 

replied v Thts afternoon . " The reporter then aafreo ^ A 
coaid the President Kwe ^iv^t^engfhy con3idera 1 fi -, r 
the plea for clemency^*/ ‘he had eitlp received the pap 
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■HI^H too* of the 9 p inton ifeat from ht9 
aonnereatTon^nith ifce reportero^ the etc ten ent of 1 yc _ 
the free* Secretory mill be need for propaganda 
purpoeee In eonnectlon nil* thte natter* \fX& 

the / 9 re going t§ /or your confidential 
information * 


CC * l • Mr • fill Ian P • Bogere 

Meputy Attorney General 
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Office Memorandum 

TO t lUSCTOB, FBI (65-56236) 

ALBUQUERQUE ( 65 -^ 5 ) 

; U^BCT * JULIUS ROSENBERG 
.. — ' ESPIONAGE - R 

A 00: New York (65-153^8) 


• UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


DATE; 2/10/53 


SG223 


There is enclosed herewith a letter addressed to The 
Atomic Facto^y^The Staff, Los Alamos, New Mexico, which appears 
to be signed T* fiARBA.. This letter was turned over to an agont 
of this office by RUTS^STRQNG , AEC Operations Branch, Los Alamos, 
♦•'iNew-lfexicix. >: ’This letter va^’rom Par is, -France and expresses the 
obellef .thatTrULIUS an d STH& firtQSS NSS 50 are innocent. 

* There .is -a 1* o :;encl' used Iherevith a letter addressed to 

r ' Professor tmiGBS^NGHAK from JOAMEDER, UCLA, Los Angeles, 

: California, which had enclosed literature urging clemency for the 
ROSENBERGS, This letter and the enclosures weee turned over to 
the AEC Security Office st Lob Alamos, New Mexico by Doctor 
‘'TiANGRAM. LANGEAM stated that , he had no idea where the sender had 
gotten his name. 
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Letter to Prof. VRlGHT LAKGHAM from JQAJJ HEDER enclosing 

.literature re clemency for ROSENBERG S. ;* ♦ . ; 
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Westwood Village 
January 20, 1953 


Dear 




Your receipt of this letter is undoubtedly a surprise* 
tell you who v. r e are that sent it and why v;e have done so* 


Let us 


We are a group, primarily of graduate students, at UCU. We re- 
present no one but ourselves. Me are writing this letter together because 


we share the deep conviction that the Hosenbergs must be granted clemency. 
The Rosenbergs were scheduled to be executed sometime during the week of 
Jan. 12th, but were granted a temporary stay of execution in order to per- 
mit an appeal for executive clemency. 


decided that the best way in which we could put our feelings 
io ^ork:jin-^i>ehalf infithe Rosenbergs was to circulate this letter, with 
-Its various enclosures, to as many people as we could. Our funds are li- 
mited and our number small. We have, therefore, limited our mailing list 
to those who we feel are accustomed to dealing with facts and acting upon 
them community leaders, clergymen, and members of the faculty at UCU. 

We hope that you will read and carefully consider the enclosed 
literature. Please remember that the time is short and to be effective 
you must act ^quickly. All legal channels have already been exhausted. 
The only remaining hope for clemency lies in sufficient public awareness 
of the facts and a consequent appeal to the President, * T/e therefore urge 
that you examine the facts and send an immediate letter or telegram to 
the President, asking for commutation of the death sentence. 

Please do it now! 


Sincerely yours, 
for the group 


P»S» You may , .ant further information or want to offer suggestions 
so, please call me at Arizona 8 - 2595 . — 

’ - J.H, 


If, 


OVER ONE! MILLION HAVE APPEALED 

f Acrordlag to *tatt crlter Frederick Waltmaa, N» V. World-Telegram, la aeotama a moatk ago.) 


THE WORLD APPEALS 


m$r 



Chaplain fo the Queen of England, Charles Raven, wote President Truman . "This savage verdict 
is a tragic event for all lovers of America." 

Henri Pierre, in "Le Monde," Paris: "Reasonable d>ubt . . . terrible punishment." 

Queen's Counsel, D. N, Pritt: "Agoinst all standard, of Anglo-Saxon justice." 

Fernando Santi, Italian Parliament; "Simple decency calls for a new trial." 

Other appeals have come from Mexico, Israel, Jeyan, AiqtroJia, Canada, Switzerland, Argentina, 

and other countries. ... 


AMERICA APPEALS 


the matt Important atom aelentlsta in the United States, say Jointly 


ALBERT EINSTEIN; 


DR< JAROLD C. UREY; 


■ye read the testimony S 1 *® 0 fhe trial ... I found the testimony of the Rosenbergs more believable than that of 
treengiasses . . . They (the Rosenbergs ) were convicted on testimony which I do not believe is conclusive beyond a 
of ^ nab e °° u ' arn amoz ®d ond completely outraged at the punishment. I strongly urge a careful reconsideration 


?leas for clemency were filed in the Federal Court by Prof. Philip Morrison, nuclear scientist of Cornell University, 
HTsi'V 0 j 6 c ^ >vernf y* en f ato ."’* b o m b project; Dr. Harlow Shapley of Harvard University, world-famous astronomer; 
ila w. Condan, incoming President of the American Association for the Advancement of Science, and former head 
. S. Bureau of Standards; noted Rabbi. Dr. Abba Hillei Silver; and other noted personalities. 


' o tfp Sjvpt'. 7/ fratn t6c Grave' 
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LABOR 

Partial Litf af Trada Uniaat 
which bora achad for clemency 

IM nU U. I — -ford Local 600, UAW-ClO — 57,000 
Joint Council NYC— 15,000 mem- 
b*%. Inti Lonyhore Wwi»n~ Local 26 — 2,100 
mwnjwn UnM Shoe Worker, -CIO — Local 65. AFL 
iE^^rLaert No I. CIO-Fumlture Worker, Local 
No. .140 Inn Union Marina Cook, 6 Sfwwarcb, 
American Communication Ann. 

IM ENGLAND— London Trade, Council— 600.000 mam- 
p-‘ * a.. p *. , iy|„j C**v». wiiwti^LondOn. boCMTy at 

Enal * n<i 

Minl!^ <**■ °c f _ 1 Clv " Sarvle* Worker* , 

wiX* nSnrS: °tt^^wStL a Koaa 


PRIEST, RABBI, MINISTERS 

Father C l ar enc e L petty: "The United State, ha, a unique chance to give laadenhip 
to tha world by ©minuting and revtang tha eentanca." 

Of. Uaiia Part i al *1 California Imptutf ot Technolog y ha, juat written a letter aafclng 
clemency. 

SagHrt Mla lrt art* C i av i etl a a t "Our prayer ... that rhavo two ba aparwd." 
tea raaiiaia aa rVExceeatve and dual." <( 

JewM Day: ‘‘Cp n wk de tha dMth Mrtaci^ ' v 


rt ear arm*. CESS* n57f2 J^^C^wSun^KOa^ ****“** ' V ' ndW,v *- ^ ot *****»*“ 

^"eiJ’artS o™r«i.T^ p ? rt and oSTworkar, ,00 °' Wemea'i latem ete aal Laagaa Nr Peace aad freedom: "Wi believe thlt aanton 

Syndicalht Union,. Nai f a— Slam iert °Work *n **** unprecedented In cur history, I, excessive and thould be recorai derad." 

WB SHOULD PROTEST , MAKES COWARDS OF JfEJV. — ABRAHAM LINCOLN, 

IE ROSENBERGS: Will You Join This World-Wide Appeal? 


ha F atari.. Mere* 
edeff 

a». Edwin PSJtyiaad 
k tdfr S hapiro 
talad Q lplre 

lT Spatter 

H^-STeiniwetr 
Hsfold BmpImiM 

A * rTjr^^-^'-Tnii r 

M * Waa fa 


WIRE! WRITE! 


PRESIDENT 

TRUMAN 


NOW! 


(AIRMAIL) 

Wa erne * N APPEAL FROM LOCAL CLERGYMEN: 

S3? lEiTf* ** r * ^ bo *o otkar cmtm for Hmm wfco taka 
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December 23, 1932 

Re: LT.SA. v. Julius and Ethel Rosenberg 

Dear Fellow Lawyer: 

In the week of January 12 , 1953, Julius and Ethel Rosenberg are scheduled to die in the electric chair 
On November 17, 1952, when the Supreme Court denied a rehearing of its order of October 13 , 1952 deny- 
ing certiorari, Mr. Justice Black dissenting, ( US. 97 L. Ed. (advance, p. 41)), Mr. Justice 

Frankfurter said: 


“Petitioners are under death sentence and it is not unreasonable to fed that before life is taken 

review should be open in the highest court of tbesociety which has mM wnnH them." ( 

U.S. , 97 L. Ed. (advance, p. 122 )). 

Although Supreme Court review has been denied, society has provided one last remedy for the Rosen- 
b*JRS» i- e -» executive cl e m en cy. In the interest of the good administration of American justice, we ask you to 
join us in requesting that the President commute the sentences to life imprisonment. 

The following circumstances surrounded the trial and imposition of the death sentence. 

(1) The trial and the sentencing took place in an atmosphere of unprecedented animosity against these 
defendants, directly resulting from pre-trial publicity fed to the press by the Department of Justice. (See 
reversal of a conviction upon this ground in Delaney v. US. (C.A. 1 — Oct. 10 , 1952) 199 F. ( 2 d) 107).) 
Among other ways, this prejudice was carried to the jury in the form of repeated irrelevant references to de- 
fendants’ alleged Communist Party membership. When defendants urged this point on appeal, the Court of 
Appeals answered (195 Fed. (2) 583, at page 596) with a rather surprising statement, to wit: "It may be 
mat such warnings (admonitions to the jury that communist membership has no thin g to do with guilt or 
innocence) are no more than an empty ritual without any practical effect on the juror, (citing cases) If so, 
this danger is one of die risks therein in a trial by a jury; and the defendant made no effort to procure a tried 
by a judge alone, under Criminal Rule 23(a)." (Italics supplied.) 

( 2 ) Although Judge Jerome Frank, of the 2 nd Circuit, in affirming the conviction, said that without the 
testimony of David Greenglass, "the conviction could not stand” (195 F. 2 d. 583, 592 ) the testimony of 
this witness is open to question in at least the following two respects: 

(a) Though he admitted he knew no mathematics or physics, he testified that he alone pre- 
pared the atomic-bomb "cross-section diagram” introduced in evidence and that it was a reproduction 
of the "sketch” he alone had prepared and handed to die defendants seven years before. It has since 
been charged in a defense offer of proof that be received coaching in the preparation of the “dia- 
gram ’ (which has been described by Life magazine as “illogical, if not downrigbt unworkable”). 

(b) Though he testified that he had confessed espionage upon his arrest (it was he who later 
implicated his sister and her husband, die Rosenbergs), the government has subsequently a dmi tted 
that his confession occurred only after prolonged negotiations with him had taken place. It is note- 
worthy that, though self-confessed, he was subsequently sentenced to a comparatively mild 15 years’ 
imprisonment on recommendation of the prosecution. 

(3) Though it is well known, and many eminent scientists have stated, that there is no "secret" of the 
atomic bomb, the trial proceeded on die theory that, as stated by the prosecution, die Rosenbergs stole "the 
one weapon that might well hold die key to the survival of this nation." In this connection, one might recall 
the statement of Dr. H. C. Urey, internationally-known A-bomb physicist, that '*Detailed data on the afnwyV 
bomb would require 80 to 90 volumes of dose print." 

(4) Though there was no evidence whatever introduced of any causal connection between the alleged 

acts of the defendants and die Korean War, the court stated, as a reason for passing sentence of death, that 
the defendants had by their acts . . caused, in my opinion, the Communist aggression in Korea . . ." (Foot- 
note 28, 195 Fed. (2) 583 at pages 604 and 605). This would seem to be a dear case of erroneous reliance on 
unsubstantiated assertions concerning matters not subject to judicial determination in a particular case. That 
such a consideration would have a highly prejudicial effect on the defendants’ sentence can hardly be ques- 
tioned. 1 

We are thus compelled at least to conclude, as has Dorothy Thompson, that "... it is unlikely that had 
they (the Rosenbergs) been tried in 1944 they would have received any such sentence." Never in the history 
of our country has a crvil court in peace or war time decreed a death sentence for espionage. Even for treason 
only two death sentences have been imposed and they were not carried out. To do so here, even assuming 
the justice of the conviction for espionage (for a then wartime ally) would, we believe, only hurt the name 
of die United States. 


Though perhaps for widely diverse reasons, millions of people here and throughout the world have 
expressed their opposition to this sentence or have urged a reduction therein. They include even Chairman- 
designate Velde or the Un-American Activities Committee of the House of Representatives. Believing that, 
as lawyers, we have a paramount duty to speak out on such occasions, we ask you to join with us, whether for 
reasons of doubt as to guilt or as to fairness of the trial or the sentence or general opposition to capital 
punishment or for still other reasons, in communicating to die President of the U. S. your request that the 
lives of the Rosenbergs be not taken. We would appreciate your sending a copy of your communication to 
any one of the undersigned. 


Roba U^Reitox 
250 N. Hope Street 
Los Angeles 


Sincerely, 


Cbohib^haprro 
40J W. 8th Stireb Suite 1214 
Los Angeles 


Vm. BSfgterman 
6425 Hollywood B^d., Suite 311 
Los Angeles 


${je JJieto $ork SimcjS 

MC.tf.S.PiT.Orf. 

*AU the News That'* Fit to 'Print’* 
Adolph S. Ochs, Publisher 1996*1935 
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Rosenberg Sentence Queried 

Dr. Harold C. Urey, Nobel Prize Winner and 
renowned nuclear scientist 


To the Eoitok or Thi New York Times: 

After reading the testimony of the 
Rosenberg case I find that I cannot 
put to rest my doubts about the verdict 
and wish to cite the following points: 

(1) Max Elitcher's testimony is of 
doubtful value. He says that he and 
Julius talked about espionage but never 
transferred any information for some 
five years. This doesn't seem probable 
to me. 

(2) No certain conspiracy between 
Sobell and Rosenberg is established. 

(3) The connections to others than 
Ruth and David Greenglass are not 
established. Miss Bentley was unable 
to identify the telephone voice that 
said, “This is Julius" with the voico of 
Julius Rosenberg. If "Julius" did not 
refer to him in this case, it probably 
did not when Harry Goid said, "I came 
from Julius" when he met Greenglass 
in New Mexico. From Gold'8 testimony 
it seems that he knew nothing of 
Rosenberg at all. It seems unbelievable 
to me that the name of an arch con- 
spirator would be used in such identifi* 
cation phrased. 

(4) No contact between the Rosen* 
bergs and Anatoli A. Yakovlev is 
established. 

■ <51 The Government s case rests on 
the testimony of Ruth and David 
Greenglass. He had pleaded guilty, but 
had not been sentenced and hoped for 
clemency. She has never been charged 
and tried, obviously it seems as a re- 
ward for her testimony. A family feud 
between the Greenglasses and Rosen- 
borgs existed because of a business 
altercation. The Rosenbergs’ testimony 
flatly contradicted that of the Green- 
glasses. 

Testimony of Rosenbergs 

I found the Rosenbergs* testimony 
more believable than that of the Green- 
glasses, although I realize that I have 
not had the jurors' advantage of hear- 


ing and aeeing the witnesses, lb it 
customary for spies to be paid in wrist 
watches and console tables? Green- 
glass and Fuchs were paid in cash. 
The Rosenbergs appear to have been 
as poor as churchmice and the state- 
ment that Julius was spending $50 or 
$75 a night in night clubs seems to me 
to be a very doubtful one. Had he done 
this, he would have been obviously 
and unaccountably rich to all his asso- 
ciates. 

However, even if the verdict is cor- 
rect, I am amazed at the unequal pun- 
ishment for the same crime. For the 
very same conspiracy Ruth Greenglass 
was never brought to trial, though she 
admitted her guilt on the witness 
stand; David Greenglass got fifteen 
years; Morton Sobell and Harry Gold 
got thirty years, and Ethel and Julius 
Rosenberg got death. Only the last 
two took the witness stand and main- 
tained their innocence. If capital pun- 
ishment is to be given in the future 
for espionage I should like to have it 
introduced in a case for which the evi- 
dence rests on the testimony of wit- 
nesses who did not stand to profit from 
their testimony. I do not regard self- 
confessed criminals as reliable wit- 
nesses. 

We are engaged in a cold war with 
the tyrannical Government of the 
U. S. S. R. We wish to win the approval 
and loyalty of the good people of the 
world. Would it not be embarrassing 
if, after the execution of the Rosen- 
bergs, it could be shown that the Unit- 
ed States had executed two innocent 
people and let a guilty one go com- 
pletely free? And, remember, some- 
where there Is a representative of the 
U. S. S. R. who knows what the facts 
are. 

I strongly urge a careful reconsider- 
ation of this sentence. 

Harold C. Uiif. 

Chicago. Jan. 5, 1953. 


Issued by: Lot Angeles Committee to Secure Justice in the Rosenberg Case 

406 Snoth Main St, Room 604 • Los Angoloa 13 , • Michigan 0946 © 
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America's Conscience 

On Nov. 17, 195ft, Hw Supwmf Court of the United States, 
with Mr, Justice Huso Black dissenting, refused to review the 
convictions and death sentences of Julius and Ethel Rosenberg 
on charges of “conspiracy to commit'*' espionage tor the Soviet 
Union. The atmosphere In which their trial was conducted and 
the methods employed to obtain their convictions have raised 
grave doubts in the minds of people all over the world as to 
their guilt 

Mr. and Mrs. Rosenberg have maintained their complete in- 
nocence from the start, and have until now discouraged pleas for 
clemency- in the hope of vindication -through the .courts. . . , . \ 

The Circuit Court of Appeals,' in denying their first pica for , 
a reversal, expressed the view that a higher court might consider 
altering the unprecedented death sentence. However, in its flnsl 
denial of a review, the Supreme Court through Mr. Justice Felix 
Frankfurter stated that It did not have this power. 

These tormented young American parents therefore havo 
hut one hope of living for the day of their vindication and a 
future of freedom with their two children. That final hope is 
executive clemency through commutation of their death sen- 
tences by the President of the United States. 

To help win the broadest support for executive clemency, 
this examination of the trial record by one of the outstanding 
figures In Anglo- Saxon jurisprudence is herewith reprinted. The 
reader Is urged to consider his. arguments carefully and urge 
ethers to consider them; and to add your voice to the millions 
now appealing to the White House in Washington for executive 
clemency for Julius and Ethel Rosenberg. 
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DENIS NOWELL PRITT, author of this brilliant analysis 
of the Rosenberg trial, is one of the veteran senior members of 
the English Bar; a Queen’s ( King’s ) Counsel since 1927. For many 
years a Labour MP and chairman of the Howard League for Penal 
Reform and the Bentham Committee for Poor Litigants , he presided 
in Sept., 1923, oner the Reichstag Fire inquiry in London. The 
< inquiry— unlike the Berlin trial — considered the evidence soberly, 

► indicted Goering whom the world now tcnou>i to have been the 
real incendiary. 

In presenting hit analysis, Mr. Pritt writes; “I rhust state my 
qualifications for this Work. In my 43 years as an English barrister 
1 have had considerable experience both trial and in 'Appellate . ^ 
. work. In the latter, I have had to .study in detail many hundreds 
of Records of cases from all parts of the British Empire and Com- 
monwealth, including India, in all of which countries the procedure 
is . very similar to that of the V. S. A.; and I have studied also a 
certain number of Records from the U. S. A. itself. To form an 
estimate of the value which the evidence given in the Rosenberg 
case should possess in the eyes of impartial lawyers trained in 

> Anglo-Saxon legal traditions, is thus work of the sort to which 
I have devoted a large part of my time as a< barrister. 

“/ have studied the Record core fully, putting aside as far aa 
humanly possible anything I Had previously learned about the 
ease, and have reached certain conclusions about both the convic- 
tion and the sentence, which I will state fully, with ih$ reason* 
for these conclusions/* *•"■ "• • " A - • 

• • »-v < 


THE indictment on which Julius and Ethel Rosenberg were 
tried was returned on Jan. 31, 1961, against five defendants 
In all— the two Rosenbergs, one Morton Sobell, one Yakovlev, and 
one David Oreenglasa. Omngjsu pleaded guilty. The twoRoocn- 


bergs and Sobell pleaded not guilty and\were tried together, the 
1 case of Yakovlev being severed. .» 

The charge was that the five defendants named, together 
with one Harry Gold, one Ruth dreenglass, “and other persons 
unknown,” had conspired over a period of six years, from June 
6, 1944 to June 16, 1950, 4 

. . ; the U. S. A. being there and then at war, with Intent and reason to 
believe that It would be used to the advantage of a foreign nation, to wit 
I be U. S. S. R„ to communicate, deliver and transmit to a foreign gov- 
ernment, to wit tbe ». S.S. H., and representatives and agent* thereof, 
directly and indirectly, documents, writings, thelvhet, notes and In- 
formation relating to the 'National Defense of the V. S. A. 

It is well to explain at the outset what Is the essence of the 
crime of conspiracy and why a charge of conspiracy to commit 

• some crime or other is so frequently made, in lieu of a charge 
^hat the crime was actually committed. “Conspiracy” can be de- 
fined, sufficiently for present purposes, as an agreement between 
two or more people to commit a crime; it is itself a crime, and 
the crime of conspiracy Is complete as soon as two or more per- .. 
sons have agreed in any way whatsoever, whether formally or ; 
informally, by words or by conduct, to commit some crime; it is 
not necessary for the prospeutiop to prove the commission of 
. the ultimate crime nor even of acts amounting to an attempt 
to commit it. * 

y It is thus in general easier to secure a conviction for con- 
spiracy than for any other offense,. for less has actually to be 
proved against the defendants; and prejudice or excitement may 
lead a jury to convict parties on a mere allegation that they 
agreed or arranged- together to, do something, under circum- 
stances where, if it were necessary to prove some positive criminal 
. act, the jury would have to acquit because there would be no 
evidence at all of any such acts. 

To secure a conviction is moreover made easier still by the 
* operation of a peculiar rule of evidence. In all normal cases no 
evidence can be given against any defendant in a criminal case 
^^^except evidence of acts which hq himself did or words which 
/^Hie himself spoke; but in a conspiracy case, so long as some 
.. evidence — however tenuous — is given from which an agreement 
between the alleged conspirators might be inferred, the acts and 
' words of any bf them, asserted to be done or spoken in pursuance . 
of the conspiracy, are admissible evidence against all the others, 
on the footing that they are ail agents of one another, and so 
responsible for each other's wo^ds and actions. 


n,. v . . 


a...: 


The Rosenborgs' 12 'overt acti' 

I T is little wonder, in the circumstances, that in all periods of 
tension, in all countries, charges of conspiracy have been 
frequently made, and many defendants have been found guilty 
and sentenced to imprisonment, although little has been proved 
against them and no other crime could plausibly even be charged. 

The dangers, inherent in conspiracy charges, of convictions being 
reached on inadequate evidence are Indeed so well recognized 
that the rule has been firmly established in most Anglo-Saxon 
jurisdictions, including that of the Federal Courts of the 0.8. A., 
that “overt acts” demonstrating the conspiracy should be alleged 
in the indictment and proved ‘ 

Such overt acts are normally alleged pretty specifically, so 
that the defendants can really know what case they have to 
meet — and indeed, also, that the public may know the nature 
-and weight of the case. I turn accordingly to study the twelve 
overt acts mentioned in the indictment to this case. They are ' 

in substance, as follows:— > 

\ 

• *■ ■ ' m That Julius RwiHitMri vhdteda building la Washington, D. C» : 

•a or about June C, 1*H, ' 

• That on or about Nor. lft, 1044, JuUu* Rosenberg and 
. “ ' . Room berg talked with- Ruth GreeingUie. 

o That, five day* later, Julio* Rosenberg gate. Ruth Greenglaaa . 

" • ■ some money In New York. , 

o That on the same dag, Roth Greenglaaa took a train (ran New 
Tprk to Mrxteo. 

' > o That, three week* later, Julius Rosenberg went to a. building 

In 'New York; * 

o That on tbe tame dag Julius Rosenberg received ff*e* Ruth 
• Green glass a paper containing written Information. 

n That on or about Jan. ft. IMS. la New York. Jattus qnd Ethel 
Rosenberg talked with David and Ruth Greeuglass, 

o That, on the same dag, Juliua Rosenberg gave Ruth Oreenglaas 
a portion -of -the Nde of a torn .cardboard “Jrilo" boa. 

• That Sve dags later Jallns Roar a berg In trod need David Greta-, 
•glass to a man .In New York. - . . ‘ - * ** 

o That two dogs ''thereafter Juliet R os e nb e rg talked- with Pd** ' 
Greenglass, 

: : . n That on the same dag Jnllus Rosenberg received from DaVId 

OroengliM a paper containing skr tehe* of eapefiments eondneted attho* 

' L* Alamo# Project. _ . v 

f "* 1 *• .i * *, , * ■ - • ' 1 \ ' , ' 

■ ... ‘ ... 5 V ... 






• That, two toTti aftor that, IWivM OrffnglsM took a train from 
New York to New Mexico. 

It will be noticed that the not very informative “overt acts” 
of this six years’ conspiracy are spread over, or rather confined 
to, a period of only seven months, and that the only persons 
named as taking part In them are the two Rosenbergs and David 
and Ruth Greenglass; the defendants Sobeli and Yakovlev are 
not mentioned. It is not surprising that applications were made 
to the Court on behalf of Sobeli f for some enlightenment as to 
what was alleged against him; %nd it was finally alleged that 
he had Joined the conspiracy on or about June 15, 1944, and five 
overt acts were alleged against him,' namely that at some time 
in five separate months of 1946, 1947 and 1946, he had conver- 
sations with Julius Rosenberg! r 


Tk« witnesses: who, what, why? 

THE trial took piaee before Judge; Irving R. Kaufman on 14 
days In March, 1951. The prosecution put In a list of 112 wit-* 
nesses, but in faet called only 22 of them, and one other. 

The strength and weakness of the case depends, of course, on 
these witnesses, on their characters, on what they said, who 
they were, and wt>at motives nr interest they had; and it is thus 
of the greatest importance to ki^oy clearly all these points and.to 

^XActlyt ^ ^ 

(1) What, sort of a reliable, ease all witnesses between them 
were able to build up to establish that the Rosenbergs were 
guilty at all, and ...... , 


„ <2 J , H °, W seriouB anything was that the Roeenberga were 
alleged to have done — — and, ahoy e all, of course, whether what 
they had done merited the death, penalty. 

. } turn at once to the’ evidence, adding- only that, as I am 

dealing with the cases of the Rosenbergs, I will pay little atten- 
tkpi to evidence which implicated only other persons, including 
oobeu, the only other person actually on trial with them. 


Gredaglast: 'terrible incentive fer lying* 

TH® principal witness against the Rosenbergs was David Green- 
glass. There were an unusually large number of reasons for 
mistrusting his evidence. To begin with, he had pleaded guilty 
conspiracy for which the* Rosenbergs were being tried, 
but had not yet been brought up for sentence; thus, he might 
hope, and he expressly said that he did hope, to obtain some 
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advantage for himself as a -result of giving evidence against 
the Rosenbergs; for the Court might ultimately give him a light 
sentence, and even if it gave him a substantial one, the Govern- 
ment might well remit much or all of it. He thus had a strong 
motive to “pile it on.” In addition, be was, of course, fully estab- 
lished by his plea of guilty, by his evidence, and by surrounding 
circumstances (such as Ids possession of substantial sums of 
money which could only be explained on the basis that he was - 
telling the truth when he said that he was selling military secrets 
for money), to have been a party to a conspiracy which both 
he himself and the prosecution described as a most serious one. 

He thus fell into the class of "aecompttee” witnesses, these 
who, in the old English phrase, “turn Queen's evidence." Such 
witnesses are universally regarded as highly unreliable, not mere- 
ly because they are self-confessed criminals, and are betraying 
their associates, but far more because it is dangerously easy foe 
them to implicate falsely, for some benefit to themselves,* or w 
pay off some “score,” or for any other reason, one who in fact 
took no part in the crime, 

They are in a position to tell a story that is in the main 
true, and thus much easier to teU without being exposed as a . 
liar ‘in cross-examination; but at the same time to insert into 
that story one limited but serious falsity, namely, the assertion 
that some accused person took part in It when In faet he had 
nothing to do with it; and, if anything could make this easier, 
it would be that the accused was related to the accomplice so 
that it would be natural for them to meet from time to time. 

* Accomplices, moreover, as I have mentioned shortly above, 
have In many cases a very direct motive for implicating the 
accused persons as deeply as possible, for they hope to receive as 
a reward of their betrayal of their associates, and for their help 
in proving an alleged offense which could not be otherwise proved 
at all, either a lighter sentence from the Court, or some remission 
by the Government of whatever sentence is passed on them, or 
both. This provides so terrible an Incentive for lying, and so great 
a danger of convictions on untrustworthy evidence, that in prac- 
tically all of the many hundreds of eases of “accomplice evidence** 
which I have Jiad to investigate in my practice the danger has 
been minimised either by giving the accomplice a free pardon 
before he gives evidence, or by sentencing him before he does # 
-so; and even then the need for corroboration of his evidence by 
Independent witnesses, free -from the taint of complicity, la al- 
ways emphasized. 

\ , 
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sustained. That not merely a conviction but a sentence of death 
should be based upon such evidence runs counter, in my opinion, 
to all normal standards of criminal procedure and of the admini- 
stration of justice. I have myself appeared in many “accomplice" 
eases where convictions on evidence much jess objectionable than 
this were set aside by appellate courts on the grounds that the 
accomplice evidence should not; be accepted. 

Importance of 'secrets' never shown 

■ SHOULD add that, even if the evidence were regarded as pro- 
* viding a reliable basis for eonviction, there would still be lack- 
ing, in my humble opinion, any good reason for imposing or 
upholding a death sentence. Such a sentence could surely only be 
Justified if it were clear that the secret information Involved 
vm of the utmost Importance, . 

Scientists may be able to express expert views on the value 
or absence of value of what the witness, David Oreenglass, alleges 
that he communicated to the Rosenbergs, and, in particular, to 
tell us whether the Information was old or new; whether it re- 
vealed or conveyed what is ealled “the secret of the atom bomb"; 
whether it was of such a nature that a foreign country which 
could not have developed the atom bomb without it was thereby 
enabled to do so; and, finally, whether David Oreenglass was 
-sufficiently educated technically to be able to understand, re- 
member and communicate it; all that a lawyer can say upon it 
is that there is no real evidence in the Record to show that it 
was of very great value. In general, in charges of espionage, there 
is expert evidence to show exactly why the information is im- 
portant; but in the present case only two scientific witnesses 
gave evidence on this topic, and they said little. The evidence 
of the first of them, a Dr. ICoskJ, read as a whole, constitutes no 
proof at all that there was any particular importance in what 
David Oreenglass learnt; it shows merely that the information 
was secret and that an expert, seeing what Oreenglass alleges 
he had taken, “would know what was going on at Los Alamos." - . 
The other witness, a Mr. Derry, stated that the^dejeription and 
the sketch given by Oreenglass “related to the atom bomb which 
was in the course of development in 1945," and “demonstrated 
substantially and with sufficient accuracy the principle involved 
in the operation of the 1945 atomic bomb"; and, further, that - 
an expert could perceive from (his information, to a substantial 
degree, what the actual construction -of the bomb was. He added 
that the information was classified as "top secret"; hut he said 
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nothing as to how many people already knew as much, or how 
easy or how difficult it would" be for other people to find it out 
by their own researches; he said, Indeed, nothing more specific 
than that, so far as he knew, no foreign government other than 
those of Britain and Canada knew as much in 1945 about the 
development and structure of the atomic bomb as the American 
scientists knew. (Another witness, a Mr. John Lansdale, Jr. was 
also asked “to establish the authenticity of the information that 
Oreenglass gave" — i.e., said he gave — “to Rosenberg,” but after 
a discussion between Counsel and the Judge the question was 
abandoned.) 


Accordingly, while scientists can plainly make more effective 
comment than I can on this part of the evidence, X can assert 
as a lawyer that there was nothing in It to shpw that the infor- 


mation which David Oreenglass claimed to have communicated 
to Julius Rosenberg was of any especial value or danger, such as 


to Julius Rosenberg was of any especial value or danger, such aa 
to justify on any view the death penalty. 1 


David Greenglass’s wife, Ruth, whose position has already 
been explained, also gave evidence, which followed pretty closely 
that of her husband, and is equally devoid of any corroboration. 
It does not call for separate study; her hopes and fears for herself 
and her husband, her readiness to confess to crime and to impli- 
cate relatives in that crime, do not differ from her husband’s. In 
a sense she can be said to corroborate her husband, but this could 
net be regarded as. independent corroboration. 


Witottf who was 'seared to doatfc* 


'THE evidence of the two dreenglasses was almost the only. 

1 evidence against the Rosenbergs; but it is necessary Just to 
examine what other evidence there was. X begin with Max 
EHtcher, a man who had worked in the Bureau ol Ordnance of 
the Havy Dept. He was mainly a witness against the other de- 
. fend ant. So bell, but he did say that on three occasions Julius 
Rosenberg asked him to obtain confidential information for h <m 
for Soviet purposes. He said, however, that he had not done so; 
and- it is noticeable that none of the “overt acta" alleged egahmt 
the Rosenbergs in the indictment covered the interview related 
by Elitcher; he said, moreover, in cross-examination, that two of 
his three meetings with Rosenberg were merely ee'd \ 

Elitcher made it quite plain that he himself was an accom- 
plice. As he said, “I was part of it." He admitted, too, that he had 
told lies under oath, and that, being “scared to death,'* he had 




told the FBI “everything he knew**— although he had lied to them 
too— In the hope that he. might “come out the best ‘way” and that 
“nothing would happen to him.” For some unexplained reason, 
he was neither indicted nor even mentioned in the indictment 
as a co-conspirator. It is obvious that his evidence can add prac- 
tically nothing to that of the Greenglasses; It ia of little volume 
and of almost equally poor quality. . 

Of the remaining 17 prosecution witnesses, only four gave 
evidence of anything the Rosenbergs were alleged to have said 
or done. Dorothy Abel, the sister of Ruth Greenglaas,’ gave evi- 
dence that she had once been asked to leave the room whilst 
her slater talked with Julius Rosenberg and that the latter had 
once In her presence praised the Soviet system and described the 
U.S.A. as “capitalistic”! A Dr. Bernhardt, Julius Rosenberg’s 
physician, proved that Rosenberg asked him In 1950 what Inocu- 
lations were needed for anyone entering Mexico. Two other wit- 
nesses, a Mrs. Cox and a Mr. Schneider, gave evidence “in 
rebuttal,” after the close of the defendants' case, about the 
Rosenbergs on points that may fairly be left unmentioned as 
trivial. The remaining IS witnesses either gave no evidence at 
ail that bore on the Rosenbergs, or merely mentioned their name 
as hearsay. 

Thus, the prosecution case against the Rosenbergs rested on 
the evidence of three persons, two of them husband and wife, and 
alt of them unreliable as accomplices and for other reasons too. 
There was no corroboration of their story by any independent 
witness; no detective or other police official, let alone any member 
of the general public, was called to say that either of the Rosen- 
bergs had ever said or done anything in their presence or hearing. 
Notwithstanding police searches of their home, no line of writing 
of any kind that they had ever written, received, or even seen, 
was adduced. There was nothing of any kind in evidence against 
them except what the two Greenglasses and Etitcher had said. I 
am unable to believe that, if the case bad not involved political 
topics or had not been heard at a period when hysteria and 
prejudice played so strong a role, evidence, so weak would have 
been put forward by the prosecution in any country In the world 
which followed the Anglo-Saxon traditions and procedure. I think 
that under those conditions any court would altnost certainly 
have withdrawn the case from the'jury. But this case was allowed 
. .to go to the jury and the Rosenbergs were not only convicted but 
were sentenced to death. , • . 

• The Bosenbergs, who at eveyy stage asserted their innocence, ‘ 
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gave evidence and called two other witnesses; these latter dealt 
with points which can iairly be registered as unimportant. In a 
study designed to examine the strength or weakness of the 
prosecution case which the Jury accepted, what the Rosenbergs 
themselves said is not of quite such importance as what the pro- 
secution did or did not prove; but it remains true that they did 
give evidence, being of course submitted to cross-examination 
and answering fully and consistently everything that was alleged 
against them. Nothing was established against their character, 
unless it be that they had talked of the Soviet economic system, 
had thought that the Soviet Union was at one stage bearing the 
brunt of the Second World War, and had had in their possession 
a collecting box for Spanish refugee children. 

Judge's Nf*ry shocking ' comments 

I MUST say a little about the conduct of the trial. The prosecu- 
tion, both In thq opening statement of the prosecuting attorney 
and throughout the evidence, repeatedly made play with the 
alleged Communist connections of the Rosenbergs; the usual 
“warning” was given that of course communism is not evidence 
of conspiracy or of espionage, anp was immediately nullified by 
the assertion — wholly unproved— that Communists are more 
likely to commit espionage than other people. The atmosphere 
of the case, as one can see from the observations In the Record 
alone, was indeed such that the mere. suspicion of communist 
affiliation was almost enough of itself to make conviction certain. 
(Much the same comment must.be made about questions and 
assertions on the point that the Information was alleged to have 
been obtained on behalf of the Soviet Union, and indeed on any 
■ suggestion of any kind in favor ?f that country or of anything 
in it. I get from the Record the impression that both communism 
and the U. S. S.R. were such “red rags to a bull” that the bare 
mention of them, whether justifiable as relevant to the charges 
or not, of Itself made it extremely difficult to secure a fair and 
judicial consideration of the evidence, or of the case generally*) 

From a purely English point of view. It is noticeable that the 
trial judge at times treated the defense counsel with considerable 
abruptness and discourtesy, and at almost all stages of the cross- 
examination of the main prosecution witnesses, was harrying 
them to cut short their cross-ekamination. 

The last and perhaps the most serious comment I have to 
make concerns the observations of the Judge when Passi n g sen- 

i . 
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tence. Having regard to what little evidence of any kind had 
been given against the Rosenborgs, it is very shocking to a lawyer 
brought up under the Anglo-Saxon system, in which judges should 
deal with what is proved in evidence and nothing else (apart 
from the very narrow field in which judges may take “judicial 
notice 1 ' of indisputable facts, like the days of the week and the 
seasons of the year), to read some of the statements made by 
the judge when passing sentence, presumably by way of express- 
ing his reasons for deciding to impose the death sentence instead 
of sentence of imprisonment. 

To begin with, it should be noticed, although it is far from 
being the most seriously objectionable of his remarks, that he 
made somewhat extravagant comments on "Russian terrorism 1 * 
and on the administration of justice in the XJ. S.S.R.; he said, 
in short, the sort of things that one is accustomed to read in the 
more irresponsible newspapers, things which some of the less 
thoughtful readers may be led to believe. One might have hoped 

• that persons holding high judicial ; office would have been less 
gullible; but in any case, these observations, made by the judge 
of an important court when passing sentence of death, were not , 

' merely inaccurate; they were unsupported by any evidence and 

• were wholly irrelevant. That the judge behaved in this way may 
indicate that anti-communist and anti-Soviet hysteria has gained 
such ground for the moment in the U. S. A. that it is difficult, 
if not impossible to- secure a fair and dispassionate trial of a 
political case involving either communism or the U. 8. 8. R. 

My rftcts m world public o pi n i o* 

OUT these remarks by the judge are, alas, not the worst part 
® of the matter. He went on to treat the case as if the informa- 
tion which the Rosenberg# were said to hgye_ communicated to 

.. the U. 8. 8. R. — of the value of which, ai~ I have already men- 
tioned, there was no real evidence — had been established to be 
of the moat fundamental importance. He began, for example, 
with the assertion that what the Rosenbergs had done “has 
already caused, in my opinion, the Communist aggression in 
Korea" (about which, of course, there was once again no evi- 
dence.) He went even further and based his determination on 
sentence on the wholly unproved assumption that the Rosenbergs 
bad obtained from David Oreenglass and given .to the U. S. 8. R. 
just the vital information that enabled that country to develop 
the atom bomb, which it could not have achieved without that 
tefaroiftttatt. The Ro s en bergs had thin, as he put It, “altered 
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the history of the world* to the Injury of the U. 8. A. (Inciden- 
tally, although it( could have been alleged in the indictment that ^ 
' the conspirators had acted with intent to injure, the V. A A., - 

; such allegation was pleaded.) .*• 

* I am forced to the conclusion that, even It the conviction oC 

1 the Rosenbergs had rested on reliable evidence 'that they had 

H conspired to obtain some information, any sentence expressed. 

by the judge to be based on such inaccurate and unproved as- 
sertions as to the Importance of the information would have to 
be set aside on appeal under any procedure which provided fee 
a free review of the sentence by an Appellate Court. 

Unfortunately, the procedure applicable to this case does not 
provide for such a review, any more than it provides for a con- 
sideration of the credibility of the witnesses or the reliability of 
, t the evidence. Were the procedure different, it may well be that 
. the whole matter would have been disposed of already. But there 
, , t is, in- effect* no appeal at all to any court from either of the two 
, ^jnaln defects of this trial, namely, the unreliability of the evi- 
dence and the gravely excessive sentence. : 

The duty of securing a review on these points thus rests on 
. public opinion through the world. After full study, for the reasons 
which Z have expressed above, I must express the view, from a 
purely professional standpoint, that It would offend against ail 
Anglo-Saxon standards of justice that the convictions, let alono 
the sentence, of the Rosenbergs should be allowed to stand 
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yOU have read Mr. Pritt’s learned end dispassionate 
■ analysis of the trial and the evidence as a result 
®f which Julius and Ethel Rosenberg face execution. 


1 


Will you take these steps: 

» 

1 ^ ** President ** the White House 

Washington, asking bin to use his powers of 
executive clemency to spare the lives of Mr. and 
Mrs. Rosenberg. 

2 *»» this pamphlet on to a Mend or to the editor 
of your newspaper, with the suggestion that it be 

ediUiria% “ * ***"* 8tory M eommepted on 

3 Write the address bdow for additional copies of 
this document to distribute to others who may 

add their voices to yours In the plea for clemency. 
ITiey are available at 20 for $1, *3 per 100, $25 per 
thousands postpaid. 



Mr. D. N % p riff s analysis of the Rosenberg Case hps 
ocen reprinted as a humane endeavor by Weekly 
Guardian Associates , Inc., publishers of National 
Guardian, the progressive nctosweekly , 17 Murray 
Street, New York 7, N. Y. 9 
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MATIOEAL COMMITTEE TV SECUHE ' 

JUSTICE IM TEE BOSEMBEMO CASE 
Internal Security • C 


March 2, 1953 


Sac lotted for your information are two sets of 
Photo state of material pertatntng to clemency for the 
Beeenberge • 


This material man furnished to the Albuquerque 

Office by the Security Off tee r of the Atomic Energy 

Commission at Lee Alamos, Mem Mexico • The materiel vae 

furnished to the Security Officer of the Atomic Energy 

Commission by Professor Wright Lang ham, p m 0 * Box 1663 , 

Los Alamos, Mew Mexico • 
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February U, 1953 


10:51 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR* TOLSON 

MR. LADD 
MR. NICHOLS 

The Attoncy General called to liriieAat he was 
going over to the White House this afternoon on the Rosenberg 
matter. He stated the CIA people wanted to be sure as to whether 
he had checked with me. The Attorney General stated he had 
read my memorandum very carefully and he thought he had judged 
it accurately* namely* that I feel there is no reasonable possibility 
U this sentence is commuted that they would talk. 1 told the Attorney 
General that 2 had a very strong feeling along that line* and he could 
make such a statement. 1 also stated that the Roseabergs bad been 
advised of what they could do not only by the Judge but by friends of 
theirs and they have not utilised the opportunities given them. 1 
indicated l fait ft would be vary unfortunate if any steps were U :cn 
to lessen their sentence. The Attorney General stated he was going 
to hat on this and 1 told him he could quote me to the fullest extent. 

V 

Very truly yours 



SeM 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
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Transmit the following Teletype! message to: 
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AIH-TEL 


• ‘ i 

.. ■ . ■. y . ... i 
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wl I 


<SMa&Xregulak mail) 

NEW YORK (SECULAR MAIL) 
BOSTON (AIR MAIL) 


*■— 


FBI,. TO 


^ 10/53 


ROSENBERG, ESPIONAGE -R. HEBU AIR- TEL 2 / 5 / 53 • DAVID GHEJWGIASs/ 


U.S. PENITENTIARY, IEWISBURG, PA., ADVISED THAT HE RECALLS HAVING BEEN 


TOLD by JULIUS ROSENBERG OF THE CONSOLE TABIEWITH A HDUDW BASE USED 


FOR DOING MICROFILM WORK, AND REMEMBERS HAVING SEEN IT IN ROSENBERG'S 


APARTMENT AFTER ROSENBERG HAD MENTIONED IT TO HIM. STATES THAT BECAUSE 


OF FACT ROSENBERG HAD CHXIDREN THEY UNDOUBTEDLY HAD A HIGH CHAIR. STATES, 


HOWEVER, HE WAS NEVER TOLD BY JULIUS ROSENBERG, AND NEVER HEARD PROM ANY 
OTHER SOURCE, THAT ROSENBERGS MAY HAVE HAD HIGH CHAIR OF ANY DESCRIPTION 


WHICH MIGHT HAVE BEEN USED IN CONNECTION WITH ESPIONAGE WORK. ALSO 


STATED HE KNEW OF NO FURNITURE THEY MIGHT HAVE WHICH MIGHT HAVE BEEN 


SIMILARLY USED IN ADDITION TO CONSOLE TABLE. * RUC. 


ssSSsS*^ 


WJW/ejs 

65-4350 
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abbaticchio 


CCS 65-4331 
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Approved: 


Special Agent in (ftnarge 
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January S9, 195 5 


DIRECTOR, FBI 
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SSPXOMGE - & 


Reference ie toad# to a aeaoraarfum dated 
January 15, 1955, from Mr • JWctt ra^fcarn, which has 
&een referred to my attention by your office* Xou 
will recall Mr* Washburn reported that one of his 
frie nd* h een advised by Nath&nielyjWcyl, eje^Conmunizt~ 
who was in a Communist cell with Alger Miss tn Washington & , 
in _ tfee 1930'*, of the possibility that the Rosenbergs 
would be willing to confess if gtven clemency . Washpurn 
believed that Weyl based his belief on discussions fife yl 
had with "Jews who were friends of the Rosenborgs " 1 c 

and because of present Soviet anti-Semi if am. 

For your information, the Bureau received 
the same information from another source and interviewed 
J^Ur* Weyl on January 16, 1953* Mr, Weyl stated that he 
has never made any statements that the Rosenbergs were ^ 
ready to confess and has no knowledge about such informa- 
tion . Further, he stated that whoever attributed such 
statements to him is a Miar." 

The forsgoing is for your confidential 
information » 
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TO: 

Herbert Brownell 

FROfi: 

Abbott “ashburn 

DATE: 

January 35 , 1953 


ss^ssss^s. 1 *&,. 

~ r:; i fejs’r^sis.ts 


“*L“ *““ <“• « <tt«».»i.n ! h 
nas naa with Jews who are friends of the Rosenh^tro tw 

anti-Semitism (the ^ 

alleSnef co^d^b^ d °° t0rS PUrge) haS soured ^ 


/ , , 
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Sa^t^hrLIe^rg^ -0 ^^:^ 6 CafflPaign to 
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OTAMMAdPOrm NO. S 4 


Office Me?,tvrandum • 


i FROM : 

7 

/ SUBJECT: 



U * LADD 


A* H. BEUIONT'' j 

A 

JULIuMoSENBERG; F 

ethe£$osbnberg V ® 5 * m ^ 

ESPIONAGE - fi 


UNITED STAINS GOVERNMENT 

date: January 29 > 1953 

AaA^ 

* .,«&« .1 nr* i / YL ^ 


SYNOPSIS: 




... ^ „ Memorandum dated January IS, 1953, from 
Abbott Washburn to the Attorney General and referred — 

V £ u r tu t0r - , ^; 9 L i:s f ort}l information allegedly obtain - 
ed from Nathaniel Veyl, ex-Communistf that Rosenbergs 

noy 6e willing to confess in view of present Soviet anti- 
z*?? 1 ? 14 = * Foregoing is same information received from l 
C T^„ bV Janu * r U IS, 1953. Weyl interviewed t ' 

January 16, 19S3, and denied making such statement or 

hL 0 nV!. 9 i J ln J ti l lT L 9 a , boUt aame ' Recommended Attorney General 
be advised of Veyl interview . J 

PURPOSE : 

*„ <+*„ To authorise transmittal of attached letter 
to Attorney General . 

DETAILS : 

lh . i memorandum dated January IS, 1953, from 

^ b lht n?t^+ r " Attorney General has been referred 

to the Director. This memorandum states that Nathaniel ’ 

*hn+ , hZ X ~*°" a } Un i at ' h ° d t0ld one °f Rcshburn’s sources 
b* >e l ls h0d reason *> believe the Rosenbergs would 

that will 9 bn^d°h^ eSa y\9 luen clemency. Washburn believed 
that Veyl based his opinion on discussions Veul had with 

Jewish friends of the Rosenbergs and because of Soviet / 

evidence(i by th‘& Prague trials ' and the L 
arrests of Russian Jewish doctors * rasftfcurn pointed out 

with l th°e r ^m e Ji'C ha ^ inff the Rosenbergs talk in connection 
n «7 7 el h nnfn d T f't au 99 ested that General Smith, Ur. 
Dulles and C. D. Jackson be consulted for policy on this . 

Jackson is believed identta^T^Su^^Jt 
appointed administrative afti&i&V-m ■M^sGd% U vfio~i 1 
to* been assigned to the Wiliam JackiWrv^^t^. Zhi c h ’ 

tin . .9 ifn Xti ^ ^ j # . 1 , v rt d 1 % H WflpQfl 


bell a a 3S * igne< t % ihe 

as Tt'aZ^ie/ln f l icai “ d P'VchologicaKarfare program 
as it applies to the cold uwtr. Washburn has been reported 
to be Executive Secretary of this Committed * — — — 


„ APZtmem 
* (£> ' 65-58236 

r 3 FEB 2 mr nt 


F v i, 
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The above is obviously the same information 
which was received by the Bureau as set forth in a 
memorandum from Ur , Keay to Ur, Belmont dated January 16, 
1953 9 in the above- captioned cose. This memorandum 
reported that on January 15, 1953, Frank Wisner, Deputy 
Director, Flans, Central Intelligence Agency, advised 
that on that date he had telephoni cally received infom.a- 
tion concerning the possibility of the Rosenbergs talking 
from Abbott Washburn who was attached to Eisenhower 's , 
headquarters in New York City, Wisner advised that 
Washburn's source was Nathaniel Weyl and gave substantially 
the same information as reported above • 

On January 16, 1953, pursuant -to Bureau 
instructions, WFO interviewed Weyl who has been cooperative 
with the Bureau in the past, and he advised that he has 
never made any such statements about the Rosenbergs , 
that he has never heard such information, and that whoever 
attributed such statements to him was a D liar. " 

The results of the Weyl interview are set forth 
in a memorandum dated January 16, 1953, from Ur, Hennrich 
to Ur, Belmont, 

OBSERVATIONS : 

The Bureau has established very close liaison 
with Sing Sing Prison officials in order to insure that if 
the Rosenbergs have indicated any desire to talk, we will 
be immediately advised. To date, the indications have been 
that they will not talk. According to prison officials , 
on January 25, 1953 , the Rosenbergs were visited by a 
brother of Julius and the latter was requested by them to 
contact Mrs, Tessie Greenglass , mother of Ethel Rosenberg 
and Dauid Greenglass, and tell her that when she visits 
David at Lewisburg Penitentiary, she should persuade 
him to change his story about the Rosenbergs , From the 
forego ing, it is evident that the Rosenbergs are attempting 
to suborn Greenglass in an effort to gain their freedom or 
at least clemency • The Criminal Division of the Department 
has been advised of this information • 

^ Jn inew of the above, and the fact that Weyl 

has denied the story attributed to him by Washburn, no l 
action is believed necessary concerning the suggestion of 
Washburn that Ur, Dulles, General Smith, and C . D, Jackson 
be consulted for policy in this matter, 

- 2 - 


« 


ACTION: 


It is felt that the Attorney General should 
be advised of the results of the Weyl interview for his 
information in view of his referral of this matter to 
the Director. 


RECOMMENDATION: 




It is recommended that the attached letter to 
the Attorney General be approved and transmitted • 
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6 Memon. ndum • united sta is government 

MR'. A . H. BELMOlfi 




datbi February 2, 1953 


FROM 







SUBJECT: 


JULIUs\ OSENBER G 
ETHEL X R OSENBER G 
ESPIONAGE - i? 



mi information contained ft-/. / 


Ttltn .. ... . 

Udd 

Nichol* 

Be loo* i 

Or U 

Olivia 

Mirbo 

Rose! . . 

Tncf 

Lu[blia __ 


Vinterrovd - 
Tele. Ra. _ 

HtU««M 

Gtodr 


hereto is an intra-office memorandum dated 
January 22, 1953, which was prepared by an unidentified Central 
intelligence Agency (CIA) employee and was made available to the 
Liaison Agent by Allen Dulles . The memorandum describes the 
possibilities of convincing the subjects that the Soviet reqime 
1,719 ar i d i8 ulti * ate lV bent on exterminating the Jews 

belief tLl 0} ll re t 9 V l The Writer 0f the »e* 0 ra n ci U » injects the 
belief that the Rosenbergs could be persuaded to cooperate . Dulles 

J hS J‘ iai80n A9**t that he was furnishing the memorandum 
*J>leiy for the Bureau's information . He made it clear that he 
fully understood the Bureau's responsibilities concerning the 
Rosenberg case and he had informed all CIA officials that no 
psychological warfare projects concerning the Rosenbergs should be 
promoted without first consulting with the FBI • 


Dulles stated that various individuals handling political 
4 and psychological warfare matters in the CIA have given attention 
to the Rosenberg case . He expressed the opinion that the William 
Jackson Committee might take an interest in the psychological warfare 
aspects of the Rosenberg case . He advised that this was 9 only his 
opinion and that he personally had discussed it with nobody on the 
* Jackson Committee • * 


* / As you know , the William Jackson Committee was recentlv 
created by President Eisenhower for the purpose of surveuina the 

* ffovernmenfs political and psychological warfare program. S 


ACTION * 
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Memorandum 


Subject: The Rosenberg Cas e 


January 22, 1953 


PROPOSAL: A concerted effort to convince Julius and Ethel 


Rosenberg, convicted atom spies now under sentence of death, 


that the Soviet regime they serve is persecuting and ultimately 
bent on exterminating the Jews under its sovereignty. The 


action desired of the Rosenbergs is that they appeal to Jews in 


all countries to get out of the communist movement and seek 


to destroy it. In return, death sentence would be commuted. 


ADVANTAGES: The importance of success in this venture 


can scarcely be overstated from a psychological warfare 


standpoint. The Communist Parties throughout the world 


have built up the Rosenbergs as heroes and as martyrs to 


American anti-semitism.*’ Their recantation would entail 


backfiring of this entire Soviet propaganda effort. It would 
be virtually impossible for world communism to ignore or 
successfully discredit the Rosenbergs. The couple is 
ideally situated to serve as leading instruments of a psycho- 
logical warfare campaign designed to split world communism 


on the Jewish issue, to create disaffected groups within the 
naember ship of the Parties, to utilize these groups for 


.laembership of the Parties, to utilize these groups for 
further infiltration and for intelligence work. (Whether 
the defection of the Rosenbergs would yield significant 


information concerning other Soviet espionage groups 


is a matter for the FBI to appraise.) 


C0P1£S destroyed 

4ati r 9 I960 




LIKELIHOOD or SUCCESS: Apparently neither of the 
condemned has thus far wavered. An appraisal of the pos- 
sibilities of their defection could be obtained from the FBI. 

The hypothesis suggested here is that the Soviet ‘Doctors* 
accusations may have come as a great shock to them. Since 
they are Jews and have been placed in the role of victims to 
anti-seinitism, it is believed that the new developments in 
Soviet policy vis-a-vis the Jews open new possibilities. 

It is also believed that people of the sort of the Rosenbergs 
can be swayed by duty where they can not be swayed by 
considerations of self-interest. They should not be asked 
to trade their principles for their lives — for one thing, 
such an appeal to cowardice would almost certainly fail. 

The argument should be rather that they are about to die 
for a system that has betrayed and is destroying their 
own people, that they have the moral obligation of fnfluencing 
other Jews against communism. In short, they would be 

/ x 

offered two things psychologically : (1) an opportunity to 
recant while preserving their self-respect and honor; 

(2) a new purpose in life. 

THE ETHICAL ISSUE: The purpose of the Government would 
be to gain a new instrument to make clear the sinister purposes 
of communism to its deluded followers and, incidentally, to 
saw two lives. Certainly, neither purpose is immoral. 


( 3 ) 


The means, however, necessarily involved the coercion 
of prisoners for no discussions can be termed free if 
the upshot determines whether people live or die. If 
this coercive element makes the whole plan repugnant 
to our traditions of due process, then naturally it should 
not be undertaken. Presumably, the Attorney General 
should evaluate this. If the answer is favorable, consi- 
deration must be given to the consequences of failure 
to sway the Rosenbergs -- the virtual certainty that 
the Communists will use the attempt for their propa- 
ganda. Therefore, it is proposed that the emissaries 
chosen be unofficial, without credentials from the Govern- 
ment of any sort and with no authority to commit it to 
any action. 

SUGGESTED APPROACH: The contact could be made 
by rabbis, representatives of Jewish organizations, 
former Communists. The last group would under stand 
the mentality of the Rosenbergs far better than the others 
and would share with them common experiences and 
attitudes. However, the Rosenbergs would probably view 
them, not merely as enemies, but as traitors to the 
movement and this consideration seems to the writer 
to be decisive as far as the initial stage of conversations 
is concerned. Perhaps the ideal emissaries would be 
highly intelligent rabbis, representing reformed Judaism, 



( 4 ) 


with a radical background or sympathetic understanding 
of radicalism, and with psychiatric knowledge. Such 
men can be found. Here again, the viewpoint of the FBI 
would be of the greatest value. 

(1) The emissaries do not need to be armed with a 

already 

formal promise of clemency, for the Rosenbergs under- 
stand that they can obtain commutation if they cooperate 
with the United States. 

(2) Complete confidentiality in the discussions is 
imperative. The Rosenbergs may have strong doubts of 
the rightness of their course which they would wish to 
explore with sympathetic, intelligent and well-informed 
anti-Comrriunists . However, since these are doubts and 
not certainties, they will wish to be able to die as martyrs 
if the doubts disappear after investigation. They would 
therefore fear that any talks they have with the emissaries 
might be used afterwards to destroy the propaganda value 
of their death for communism should they decide in the 
end upon death. Preservation of confidence as to the 
discussions should be pledged, subject to a similar 
confidence on the part of the Rosenbergs. The emissaries 
should be people of such unimpeachable moral stature 
that no suspicion of double dealing on their part could 
arise. 

(3) Date of execution should be stayed mh±kx until 
the emissaries ascertain whether or not the Rosenbergs 




are interested in entering into such protracted dis- 
cussions. If they are not, the execution should proceed 
and the emissaries should preserve total silence. 

(4) If the Rosenbergs desire to explore these matters, 
an execution stay of one to two months seems indicated. 
First, time is needed for a thorough discussion of all 
those phases of Soviet conduct which the condemned 
would have to weigh in their minds before reaching 

what is for them their biggest decision. This is not 
merely a matter of persecution of Jews, but of the 
basic character of the Soviet dictatorship. Second, the 
Rosenbergs should have time to read the most authori- 
tative and convincing literature available on such matters 
as the U.S.S.R. slave labor camps. (It should be recalled 
that as Communist they were explicitly forbidden heretofore 
from either reading such books or having them in their 
possession.) Third, fruitful discussions can hardly be 
held if they occur, as it were, under the shadow of immi- 
nent execution. 

(5) Should the operation succeed, generous commutation 
appears indicated -- both to encourage others to defect 

and to utilize the Rosenbergs* as figures in an effective 
international psychological warfare campaign against 
communism primarily on the Jewish issue. 
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Committee on 

Poor Office and Civil service 




PTIAZIER REAMS 
9th CNfltnncr, Ohio 

Toledo office 
Ou> Poorr office blew. 
Madison ano St. Clair 
Room 19 


Congress of tfje Unrteb States 

^oufie of &epre$entatt'beg 


fctefjmston, B. C. 

February 9, 1953 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 

3entlemen: 

A constituent submitted this pamphlet to me today 
wnich I am enclosing to you herewith for your information 

and interest.Jc/' ■ _,> e /; . 

With best wishes, I am, 


Sincerely your 3 , 






Issued by the 
Toledo Labor Youth 
League 
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SAV E THE R.Q. S .D4.BER-Q.S_ 

famotf^v "atom-spy" case.^.3 C.. .- ; < o ^ ie can save their lives. 

movement by the Amerj. • * 

' , n r> atomic secrets to the 

The Rosenbergs are accused ^ F'-' - | testimony of Ethel 
Soviet Union. They were convict^ oy Mg wife Ru tta. Both 
Rosenberg’s brother, David G ^'^' ‘ f | r rao ney, which made them 

admitted they had committed for testifying against 

liable. to the death s® A •i*'ll'»w" David Greenglass got only 15 
their sister and broths r-j.** ^ c * * . r was never indicted# 

years - 8 with good behavior - ano^ their innocence to this day, 
The Rosenborgs who have testimony at the trial was 

got the death sentence, “^.cnglass^ M SCme 0 f his testimony 

to fantastic that Magazine comen ’ soicnOQ editor said: 

"Greenglass 1 s^mplosion boyars illogical if not downright 

unworkable”. . . _ 

„,.t o r .™u». cui«» «* “" h h L h «.S v « SSoSS S.Sh 

Los Alamos A-bomb project from which he aw an Greenglass had 
of an A-bomb and sent same t ° ? t ehnic institute and flunked all 
taken 8 courses at Brooklyn £ J-y could draw an A-bomb sketch from 
8 of 11 them l Yet the idea ^at he could draw «* t ^ llloglea l . 

snatches of converstion Is as niie “ 

. , m Viirefarically blamed the Rosenbergs 
Judge Kaufman ^ .^.yiorea^ He neve/ said how. The Soviet 

Oniofhasn^t dropped an A ^ 0 ^ nd Bo “s* f0 ^ h |ving *58 A-bomb, S 

in December, 1950, said: 

since l^O”. 


continued.^ , 0n cL<*<ksi_ 




tht?. ROSENBERGS - continued. 




, How consider the death sentence. In the C o^|ry ' fhls tor/to 
never been handed out in peace .. R 0S enbergs are accused 

anyone accused of espionage. Second, toe Hosenoerg^ ^ at 

of passing secrets to a country th > occur ed. No hysteria 
the tine the -’crine'- vas supposed to 0 || ve ^ c ^ d mlT0 RS TO 

SKcT.S'S&SS *8® S5&-JW f“S 

SENTENCES, Tokyo Rose p ^ j?J 1 L y th g Murdering of thousands 
years: Nazis who were responsible for the murcering sente nced 

lot only light prison sentences co^tnes like ^chfLd Nunn in 
to die. Atomic spies in other countries xia-e 

England received prison sentences# 

If the Rosenbergs We executed on 

neat “stefmcf of i^ case on red-baiting the Rosenbergs and in 





m 




attacking their political views. They are political prisoners 

^ woSld-be victims of the whole made war drive. 

0 JOIN THE FIGHT TO SAVE THE ROSENBERGS. 

.pirn") yfTPP op T.ff.TTBR TO PRESIDENT TRUMA N. J 
# ffi HIM TO GRANT CLEMENCY TO THE ROSENBERGS. 

<> ASK YOUR FRIENDS, NEIGHBORS , SHOPMATES AND 
ORGiiNIZATIONS TO DO THE SaMEl 


7^Ty 



e<4><9rt. 



February 11* 1953 
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Bonorable jnra*i*r «*«»* 

Mouse of Bepreaentatives v - r ... 

Washington # ®» C« 

Ify dear Conyreeeaaaj 

t have received your le jl te Z£&n- 
a jo<U ennether with the nineo- 

rebr Z7 eh'eet "The jlepster” which woe issued 

ffS?££ UborToU League. 

Tke interest which *"»pted jour 
bringing t h£ te our attention is sincerely 
appreciated# 

Kith expression* of my highest 
esteem and best regards M 

Sincerely yours* 

J. Edgar Boo*** 


~y)S^’ 
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I - Cleveland , with c^fc^ 0 / p* j* 8 enclosed a copy 
ATTENTION SA C: fpj*9 liter" which was captioned 
- of Voluael-m 'i'^n^berls. Ton will note that 
Special - Soue d *% not identify the constituent 
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Transcript #f Broadcast from $KEY on Janvury 20, 1953* 

from 7*30 to 6:00 p«a« 


(As recorded at time of broadcast) 


This broadcast and the opinions expressed i^re not neces- 
sarily those of this radio station nor of its staff. 

v.'v'v- People all over the world have become gravely concerned over 
. a situation* , A serious situation* Voices nave been raised in 
protest* and voices of protest are being heard, in Toronto, in 
Ottawa* in Hew York, Paris* London* Chicago and San FranciBco. 

Why? Why the protests? Why ao many voices Raised? What is the 
truth about this situation about which so many psople all over 
the world ar# so gravely concerned */^he Toronto Committee to 
Secure Clemency for Julius and J^sraos sobers have purchased the 
time on this station in ordsr to present to you this intimate and 
dramatic story - a story that Cries for truth and justice - a 
documentary tranacription filled with the poignancy of appeal of 
a genuine protest for truth and Justice. 

The San Francisco Bay Area Committee to Save the Rosenbergs 
presents •They Must Sot Die"* the documented story of the RoBen- 
bsrgs written by Pis Messl and produced by the San Francisco Labor 
Theater. 

July 1950, Munro Street, Knickerbocker Village. A housing 
project on New York’s loiwer east sice. An ordinary apartment - 
.'45 a month, including utilities, the usual second-hand furniture, 
new-looking console table from Macy’s, a box full of children’s 
toys. This is the Rosenberg home. 


v- 


Julius is 34* a mild tempered roan raised on New York’s lower 
east side* Be is a graduate in engineering from New York City 
College • worked as an engineer for the Government for a few years, 
and like millions of other Americans, he belongs to a union. The 
Federation of Architects. Engineers, Chemists and Technicians. 

Wow he runs a small machine shop near his home; barely makes a 
living for his family. 


Ethel, his wife, is a small woman with dark eyes and a sweet 
•mile. She had gone to the same high school as Julius, rent to 
work after graduation. At various times she studied voice, Hebrew 
and stenography. Then she stayed home with her two boys, Kike who 
is eight and Robbie* three. Yesterday there was the sound, of y 
laughtar. 
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(Laughter and baby talk) * * Look Hobble look. This ic 
now a duck walks." (Laughter) "Come on Mommy, you walk like a 
duck. Look at the duck Mommy*" "No more now Robbie, Cone on 
boys put the chairs back and play quietly until Paddy co> es home." 
Mommy sing ue a song from the new book Paddy bought." 

Vhak dhall I sing." (Few lines of Bong by mother 
and children.) •It's Daddy, baddy. Daddy. Hi! Daddy, Hil" 

* v "Julius — you look —- Julius, la something wrong?" 

0 ' , ' • 

... "Boy. look what I brought. Take it Into the kitchen and open 
xt up." 


"OhS boy!" 


"How you lot your brother open it up with you Hike." 
"Julius, can I get you something?" 

^Wo, no Ethel, sit down please. Have you seen the papers?" 
"Ho. Every time you look like that ..." 

•This la about David." 


"Ohl vhy, what is it?" 

"The FBI picked him up yesterday. " 
•Why?" 


"He confessed to stealing some secrets from Los Alamos." 
•Oh! no." 


"He confessed Ethel 
made a detailed report. 


• He said he memorized some drawings and 
He said he got $500 for it." 


„ "Impossible! Why he’s never been able to memorize anything. 
He flunked every technical course he ever took. There must be 
some mistake." 

> "That’s what X thought." 

"I can’t believe ha would got Involved . . 

^ *?? Ethel. He was scared, and when a man’s scared — I 
* tell you, but he came to the shop about a month ago. Tolc 
me he was in some kind of trouble and needed £*2,000 right away. 
Ethel, where was I going to raise $2,000? I told him I only owed 
Mm a thousand and I couldn’t even raise that. He got sore, lost 
his head and hit me. And then said something peculiar. He salt', 


r. a r. e a» 


•V'e 1 3 Julius, I’ve just got to have that money and if you don’t 
get me that money, you’re going to be sorry’ •" 

- "Why didn’t you toll me about it?" 

"Because you would have worried yourself sick* Every time your 
baby brother gets himself Into hot water you or your mother ball 
him out « It’s always poor Davy, little Davy. Ethel when are you 
going to learn that he is weak and dependent, that he has been using 
you for a crutch all his life? And Ruthy eggs him on. Ethel where 
are you going?" 

•To help -David. • 

"Ethel, sit down." 

*X f » going.” 

"Hot this time • don’t get yourself mixed up in it." 

(Knock on door) 


"I’ll go. Yes?" 

"Julius Rosenberg?" 

"Hey I wait a minute. Stop pushing in here. Vho are you?* 

"Federal Bureau of Investigation. They want you at Head- 
quarters to answer some questions about your brother-in-law. David 
Oreenglass." * 


. "I Have nothing to say." 

"Julius, please, what are you ..." 

f * 

•Ethel keep out of this." 

"Julius I beg you go with them - Davy 9 e in trouble." 

Yes, Davy was in trouble. Serious trouble. The Grand Jury in 
Hew Mexico had $ust indicted him for stealing Information on atomic 
experiments when he was stationed at the Loe Alamos project in 1945. 
That July afternoon in 1950, Julius learned that the FBI was no 
longer primarily interested in David Oreenglass, but rather in him. 
Oreenglass had implicated him in the espionage plot. Julius was 
arrested. 

A month later Ethel Rosenberg was called to testify before a 
'Irand Jury, leaving the Court Room she vas arrested and hurtled 
off to the Women’s Detention Home incicted with her husbanc for 
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conspiracy to commit espionage. But the prase went far beyond 
the indictment. All during the fourteen months leading up to the 
trial the press fed the public spy stories , charging the Rosen- 
borgs with crimes never even mentioned in the indictment. Remember 
the headlines In 1950* "Troops Mobilised to Avert Riot over Rob- 
son" | "University of California Passes Loyalty Oath"f "U.S* sends 
Troops to Korea"! "Eleven Top Communists Convicted". And then - 
•Commie Spys Indicted", "Red Spies to Toll All". ■ 


• Tes, the arrest of Julius and Ethel Rosenberg was a fitting 
climax. Now all that was needed to keep the hysteria In pitch 
was a trial, and absolute conviction, a great big neon finger 
pointing out an act of treason by two individuals with progressive 
leadership. April 1951 • the Court Room was tense and hushed. 


Government Prosecutor Irving Saypol stepped forward. 


"Nay it please your honor, Mr. Foreman, Ladies and Gentlemen 
of the jury, the evidence will show that the loyalty, the allegiance 
of the Rosenbergs was not to our country, but that it was to Com- 
munism: Communism in this country and Communism throughout the 
world." 


Defense Attorney Emmanuel Bloch rose and protested. 

"1 ash the Court to instruct the District Attorney to decist 
from making any remarks about Communism because Communism is not 

on trial here." 

Again and again the prosecution hammered at the implication 
that Ethel and Julius Rosenberg were Communists, At one point 
even Judge Irving Kaufman interrupted to address the jury: "I 
want you to understand right at the outset that the fact that the 
defendants were mem are of the Communist Party ..." 

' . 4 * 

The Defense Attorney rose to his feet. "Tour Honor. There 
has been no evidence up to this point that the Rosenbergs were 
Communists, and I object to the Introduction of this subject as 
irrelevant, misleading and inflammatory." 

The trial proceeded. The prosecution had announced that 116 
witnesses would be called among than top atomic scientists, but 
O^ly 20 witnesses took the stand, and It was only two witnesses, 
David and Ruth Greenglass who even attempted to link the Rosen- 
bergs to an atomic aspionage plot. Listen now to some of David 
Greenglass 9 testimony under cross-examination by Defense Attorney 
Bloch: 
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•In 1945 I gave Julius Rosenberg a sketch of a lease mould. 
1 marked the parts of the mouldy A, B # and C and I defined what 
the markings meant*” 

> "Would you examine Government's exhibit two for identifica- 
tion and tell me If this Is the sketch which you prepared?” 

"Xehl «» Teht that's the sketch that I prepared," 

"When did you prepare this?" 

"During the trial yesterday," 

"When did you last ase the original sketch Which you turned 
ovar to Eosenberg?" 

"In January 1945*" 

"And you have not seen it since?" 

"No," 


•Now Mr, Greanglass can you sketch svsry lense mould upon 
which you worked while at the shop In Los Alamos?” 

"Not every one but I can draw or sketch a good deal of then,,” 

"A good deal of than showing the developing process and the 
improvements that have been made. Can you do that?" 

"Sketches are • • • hut 1 mean It would be very difficult to 
tell *toieh one was the improvement over the other," 

"Tou did not even know the formulae did you?" 

•No," 


"Tou have to be a scientist to know the formula p Isn't that 
right?" 

•les," 

"But you ara a machinist?" 

"That is correct," 

"Did you ever get a decree in science?" 

H I did not ret a decree, " 


"Did you ever get a Bachelor of Science Degree?” 

"I did not." 

"Did you ever get an Engineering Degree from a recognized 

institution?" 

> "I did not*" 

"Did you ever take courses in calculus?" : 

.. "Bo." • 

"Differential calculus?" 

•I did not." 

"Or thermodynamics?" 

"1 did not." 

"Or nuclear physics?" 

"I did not." 

"Or atomic physics?" 


"I did not." 


"Or quantum mechanics?" 
"I did not." 

"Or advanced calculus?" 


"I did not." 


"Wo more questions." 


This is the record. This is the testimony of a man who 
claimed he drew from memory an elaborate sketch of the atom bomb 
together with 12 pages of descriptive material. This Is the star 
Witness of a prosecution. 


But where were the scientists to back him up? The prosecution 
had promised that Dr. J. Robert Oppenhelmer and Harold P. Drey, 
heads of the Atom Bomb Project would testify. Vhy weren’t they 
called? Was the prosecution afraid of their testimonies. Listen 
to the words of the uncalled witness, Dr. Harold f. Urey: 


l&c&l- 


ra aine said; 

lc Bans©," 


"Detailed data on the atomic bomb would require eighty to 
ninety volumes of close print which only a eel ent 1st or engineer 

would be able to read. Any ?? ® 8 m ore*rapidly ? by staying at home 
Information will get information more rapiaxy oy »>- y 

and working in their own laboratories, 

listen to eh at the eelence of Jims Maga s. 

m *?t**l SE358S B *ioJSS52« , iS£iS 

80 Such *r the .dentist Oreen- 

glass. •-/' 

ss Jg.grS’ ’ ~ 

secret of the atom bomb that eould be kept, 

,„ a .s aaifjsiswif a&SHK&sr- 

C an devote our energy to progress insteao oi giv B 
to protecting false secrets. 

T« iQfD the Atomic Energy Commission bared secret documen- 
«ry >&. «. £•»*«*. 

th * "'“ k ' r ’ Lr - 

J. Robert Opp8nhelmer, another uncalled witness. 

"There ere no unpubllc secrets concerning atomic weapons, and 
no eecMt”e« of nature available to only e few." 

4 Jf to*the*Rcisem- 

&Ti. SMST 

•STSSrZ 

»Tes f a mahogany consola tabla#" 

"Did you have any conversation with the Rosenbergs concerning 
■that table?" " 

"Tee, 1 ,d^r^ the W. SSTif iBS 

a^frlend “and^it S TeSelel kfnd of table, end be turned the 
table on ’its side to show us why It was eo special. 

«Vhat did he show you when he turned the table on its side?" 


Peru 




"There was a portion of the table that was holloweu out 
for a lamp so that the table could not be used for photographic 
purposes*" 

•And did Julius Rosenberg tell you what he photographed ?" 

: •Tee* Re said he took pictures on microfilm of typewritten 

• i notes*" ..>• • ■ ■, r 

This Is the testimony of the second star witness of the 
prosecution* But where was the console table to support the 
testimony? The Impounded table was never produced in the court 
room* Why Wot? Was the prosecution afraid of the testimony of 
a tabla? This la tha record. 

The esse against the Rosenbergs dependad almost antirely on 
the testimony of Ruth and David Gre angles s, and tha weaker the 
case, the more fantastic ths charges* ■ 

•My brother-in-law spent sixty to seventy-five dollars a night 
on ontortainment • " 

•Julius Rosenberg subsidised the education of likely espionage 

agents 

"P'y brother-in-law was given unlimited funds by the Russians 
to recruit spies in defense plants end government agencies. 1 

•He received a citation from the Russians for h*e work*" 

But no suns of money were found in the Rosenberg home or de- 
posited In banks* Ho members of the alleged spy ring were produced 
In court* Ho citation* Ho students* No prospective spies* No one 
to back up David and Ruth Greenglass* testimony* 

* > 

As for tha written evidence - ©f 32 documents produced in the 
Court not one connected the Rosenbergs with any asplonage plot* No, 
it wasn't tha evidence that mads tha case against the Rosenbergs, it 
was the poison of our tliea* The poison of paid confessions, and 
conformities, of atom bombs and witch hunts* 

"After only 15 days of trial • • • tha verdict was brought in 
; * "guilty as charged"* And then Judge Kaufman passed a sentence un- 
precedented In the annals of American justice* In justification 
of this sentence the Judge made a fantastic charges 

"Tour crime la worse than murder. 1 believe your conduct in 
nutting the A-Bomb into the hands of the Russians years before our 
best scientists predicted Russia would perfect the bomb has already 
caused the Communist aggression in Korea with a resultant casualty 
exceeding 50,000 Americans. And who knows but what ©illions more 
of innocent people nay pay the price of your disgrace. Julius and 
Ethel Rosenberg, for the crime for wi.ich you have been convicted you 
are hereby sentenced to the punishment of death*" 


Death to the Rosenbergs. Death in pesceti e* Not Tor 
treason, not for espionage, but for an unproved charge of con- 
spiracy to commit espionage* 

\ r 

The world stood shocked. Death in peacetime for a crime 
which could not exist* 

As Ethel Rosenberg was led from the courtroom she faced the 
press. Her voice was low but steady* *We said, and we say again, 
that Ve are victims of the grossest type of political frame-up 
ever known In America** r. . 

And eo for eighteen months she waited in Sing Sing's death 
row while her case was being appealed* Eighteen horror-ridden 
months with screams she dared not utter, or the hope she dared 
not hold too firmly* . 

A few weeks after ahe was brought to Sing Sing Ethel wrote her 
attorney* "When you see the warden won't you plead with him to 
allow mo to have Michael's plant outside my cell where I car. Just 
see It, not touch it* Couldn't I see it Just once so that X can 
truthfully tell Michael that it looks fine. Do you really think 
It would occur to Kike that my silence about It Is due to the fact 
that I didn't truly receive it* My Godl Vhat harm can there pos- 
sibly be? What crime committed if I am allowed some token of love 
from my darling children whom I have not seen for close to a year 
now. Beg them to let me have it, won't you? 1 ' 

And, Mike and Robbie — It was eighteen rronths before the 
children saw their parents again. They drove down to Sing Sing 
with the Rosenberg's attorney, Emmanuel Bloch and his wife* Mrs* 
Bloch tells of the trip* 

"After the shock of the arrest ve wondered how the children 
would take a visit with their parents* Because of the long separa- 
tion we had decided that it would be best for the children to visit 
with each parent separately* As we drew up to the prison gates 
there was only the sound of the gravel beneath the wheels, and in- 
side the car only silence. I watched Mike's grown-up nine- year-old 
face tighten* The twitch he had developed In the past year was 
more noticeable* I felt the blood pounding In my chest as my hus- 
band and the boys left the car and disappeared inside the prison* 
Only the lawyer was allowed to see the prisoners, and 1 waited those 
two endless hours In the car wondering, praying that the visit would 
corse out all right* : 

After the chil£ r * n * aw their father the attorney left them in 
the receiving room*' Mike -wore a baseball cap. The gurrd sitting 
on the ed :e of a table swinging his legs, smilf d at him# 
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"You’re quite a Va reball fan ain’tcha kid. Vhnt iloes your 

father think a’-r. ut It?" 

\ . 

V*. »^ll t he keeps up with all the scores* 1 Bend h3m the 
score® when I write hi** " : 

•Too bad it* a going to be over so soon*" 

•feThen the baseball season is over then it'e football*" 

•Pretty swart ain'tcha kid* 1*11 remember that one* toy* 
would ya like me to show you the place?" 

•Maybe, after I see my Mother*" 

"Sure, if there's ti n e 1*11 show you* Tou'd like to eee the 
electric chair wouldn't you? Wouldn't you?" 

wj don f t want to see anything* I don't want to see anything*" 

*Ahl ya cry baby* Stop that crying* There'e nothing to it* 
Say. say did you ever see a gun like this? Here, look here kid, 

I*© an FBI agent •*- ubhhhl" 

"My father's not goi~.g to die* He's not going to ole." 

"Stop it nan are you crasy? \fhet are you doing to the 
children* Matron did you hear him?" 

"I certainly did and I'm reporting him Hr* Garvey." 

"Ah, I was only having a little fun with him* I didn't do no 
harm*" 

"Get out of here* 2 am sorry this had to happen, Mr* Bloch." 

"Come on Mike don't pay any attention to that man. Ke doesn't 
know any better*" 

•Take it easy Mike* You're not going to let this spoil your 
visit with your mother are you?" 

•I'm all right*" 

"How I'll leave you alone* Tour Mother's coming." 

"Vhat should X talk a^aut, Manny* " 

"Chi There's lots to talk about Mike, school, Grand ^ Sophie, 
piano le sons*" 

"Michael •- Kobbie. Khy I would never have known you iron: 
the pictures* How grown up you are. Hobble - :.anny, v -hy ores he 
hico from me? Doesn’t he know me anyr ore." 


F fe^e 1I » 

a^ n-frth- -~l » • 


<»He was only three Ethel. Give hin a little ti e , he’ll 
warr.i up . " 

*0f course. Hike tell me how you ere getting along with 
grandraoth er Rosenberg » ” 

*Okav, I guess. Only the kids don’t play with us any more* 
They think eomething’s happened. I Just come h orae a £*f r * c ]} 001 . 
end practice piano* Robbie , he doesn’t do anything but look out 
the window at the cars* Hardly anybody comes to see us wcept 
Wanny and his wife and sometimes that man from Daddy’s union and 
his wife and kids* He plays the piano for me. Oh! Horn, did you 
like the plant 1 sent you?" 

”The one with the blue flowers. Oh! I think it’s beautiful. 
Tell me what do you play on the piano?” 

"Next year I’m going to play Grieg. Gael I wish you could 
play for us like you used to*” 

”1 don’t have a piano here but I still sing* Do you re- 
member any of the songs we used to sing?” 

i 

(Music and song) 

”Look Ethel, Robbie remembers too* He is coming to you." 

”1 Tommy, I Tommy." 

Eighteen months of silence from the court. Silence from the 
radio. Silence everywhere but ir> the heart. Eighteen months and 
committees sprang up all over the country* Pamphlets were written. 
Meetings held* Fifty-thousand people signed an amicus brief, urg- 
ing that a new trial be held. Letters poured in from all over the 
world. England, China, the Hethorlands, Japan, France. France — 
the France that remembered another case of another tine. The 
Dreyfus Affair* ^ 

Like Julius Rosenberg, Dreyfus was a young Jew of thirty-five. 
An officer in the French arny falsely accused of turning over 
military secrets to another country and for this he was condemned 
to life imprisonment. But then, as now, people of courage demanded 
that the case be re-opened and the facts brought to life. Emile 
Zola was one of these and for his burning indictment of that _ 
frame-up Zola himself was brought to trial* In 1$90 Zola faced the 

Jury. 

”The Dreyfus case. Ah! Gentlemen, that has now become a very 
s’nall affair. There is no Ion er a Dreyfus case* Th® curst ion now 
is vrhether France is still the France or the Lights of Lan, tne 
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France that gave freedom to the world, and that is Just* Are we 
still the lost noble* the riost fraternal, the ioat generous na- 
tion? Shall we preserve our reputation in Kur -pe for equity ana 
humanity? Are not *11 the victor iea that we have won called in 
V|uestlon? Open your eyes end understand that to be in such confu- 
sion the French soul mist have been stirred with death In the face 
of a terrible dangar» A nation cannot be bought by death* without 
imperiling Its morel existence* This is an exceptionally serious 
problem* The safety of the nation is at stake** 

Tea* the safety of a great not i n is at stake* Are we still 
the America of democracy, of Justice, of freedom? Are not our re- 
cent victories called in question fay this ease? If the Rosenbargs 
die shall we preserve our reputation in the world for equity and 
humanity? Shall a Dreyfus have rotted in prison If we have learned 
nothing from history? Where Is Justice? Xn the rehearsed accusa- 
tions of a terrified Crsenglass, or in the facts? Facts that never 
came to light in Judge Kaufman* s court. Shall the Rosenbergs die 
vh:'le we live In doubt? The American people have a right to demand 
that the Rosenberg case be re-opened. In the full light of day* 

Listen now to the words of Ethel Rosenberg! *Ve do not want 
to die* tfe are young, and yearn for a long life of accomplishment • 
Tet if the only alternative to death is the purchase of life at the 
cost of personal dignity and abandonment of the struggle for 
democracy and ethical standards, there is no future for us or any 
legacy that we can leave our children, for those who survive and 
follow us* For the sake of American Democracy, Justice and govern- 
ment* For the sake of truth and prayer and worry and the innocent 
prattle of little children, we shall remain herein dignity ana pride 
in the deep and abiding knowledge of our Innocence before fod and 
■'man** 


Are those the words of a traitor ess? Upon each of you here In 
this room rests the responsibility of life for two people who have 
already accepted the responsibility of your lives* Pick up a sheet 
of paper, pen and ink* Write to President Truman now, this very 
hour* The Rosenbergs have but days to live* Wire him tnnight* 
Demand clemency* The Rosenbergs must live* 

. Ia your voice to be heard? Have you apoken? Reverend Glenden 
S* Partridge, Rational Chairman of the Save the Rosenbergs Committee 
•ays, and I quote: *As a Christian who has thought and prayed about 
this matter with tU the earnestness 1 possess, I would ask you this 
question* Would there be a miscarriage of Justice if the sentence 
were commuted* I say no* President Eisenhower, if he must decide 
the fate of the Rosenbergs after January 20th would demonstrate the 
t>ow«r of the Christian idealisrfi that helps make America t by 
commuting the sentence of these young American parents. 
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Kill yov. join With KfeVcrond tiaven, the Queen's Chaplain, 
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Am you r ar 0 «wi # tAe clemency appeal a/ 
JUliuo and liAil liii^irff mi Im(i4 Im President 
on Tobruary 22, 1^59. IV data V tAelr limtliA lad 
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Deeenbergs /eei toe report made Op you to tho Preeldent 
on pour return /rom pour recent trip abroad hat caused 
the President to deny tAen clemency, and tAey are 
Alaning you for this denial* 
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'PENN P.R POLICE CONFIRMED TODAY THAT NCSJBC SPECIAL TEH- CAR TRAIN V 
HILL LEAVE PENN DEPOT EIGHT TWENTY A.M. FEB FOURTEEN MEET, ARRIVING 
HAS". > D.C. TWELVE TEN P.M. FIVE HUNDRED TO ONE THOUSAND PEOPLE 


T> 


BILL BE IK DELEGATION. . TRAIN HILL LEAVE HASH EH ROUTE TO NY 


I AT FIVE FIFTY FIVE P.M. AT SEVEN FORTY FIVE AM.. ON THE FOURTEENTH, 

i 

A STAND HILL BE SET UP BY BY THE COMMITTEE AT TRACK 
SEVENTEEN TO SELL TICKETS. VINCENT J.- LEBEHITT, FOREMAN OF 
ROSENBERG JURY, ADVISED THAT SOPHIE AND, DAVE ROSENBERG, MOTHER AMD 
BROTHER OF JULIUS, WROTE TO KIM AMD ASKED HIM TO WRITE TO THE 
PRESIDENT FOR CLEMENCY. HE REFUSED TO DO THIS. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

rtriTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
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J'r. T-ih-'n 
Mr, I.. Vi.,' 
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ranamit the following Teletype meeeage to: BUREAU 


If* 

f 


JTJLIUS^ROSENBERG/ ET AL, ESPIONAGB-R. PICKETING COMMENCED 

, f r. ■ 

4:30 pm today, republican national committee headquarters, 

W. I 4.0 ST. FROM 20 TO 30 TICKETS PARTICIPATING. PlteCTllS?^ 
ORDERLY. PICKETS CARRIED PLACARDS URGING RECONSIDERATION EDR- 
CLEHENCY BY PRESIDENT EISENHOWER. PICKETING TERMINATED 7:0 

PM. 


BOARDMAN 



Qj- BUREAU (REGULAR) 

1 - CIVIL RIGHTS CONGRES 



RAMjMEH (#6) 

65-15348 


RECORDED-*! 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


•TMBMOMlHNStM 


Office Memorandum 


TO 


FROM 


A. H. B 



SUBJECT; JULIUS' ROSENBERG , et al 
ESPIONAGE - R 

SYNOPSIS; 


date; February 13 s 1953 


uxw* , 



\j r ~‘ 


,, iR.* 


1*40^ 

Z\* 7 f. 

Gla.v;: 

horn, 
m-y 

tUr^c- 

l»hr 


kill 

Source of unknown reliability advised Rosenberg, <**» 

prior to arrest, gave $ 7,000 and Leica camera to wife, 

f the Ip who turned it over to unknown Communist Party member . 

avia Eng els orf* known Communist and acquaintance of Rosenberg , 
being investigated as possible recipient of money and camera. 
Shgelson recently pleaded guilty to an illegal dealing in : ' 
gold in black market • Received two years suspended sentence 
and probation • Is presently cooperating with Secret Service 
against co- conspirators and will testify before Federal Grand 
Jury , February 16, 1953 • NY re comrr.e nd$ .^h^'lio'n 9 and wife, also 
Communis t, be interviewed immediately a'fter Grand Jury appear- 
ance. Interviews recommended • 

PURPOSE; 


To recommend transmittal of attached teletype to 
NY authorising interviews of David and^jary Ingel so%.*'~ 

BACKGROUND : 

You are aware that information was furnished to the 
Bureau by Jerome Tartakow , of unknown reliability y concerning 
conversations he had with Julius Rosenbe rg while both were cell- 
mates in Federal Detention Headquarters , New York City . You 
will recall that, a ccording to Tartakow, Rosenberg told him 
that the evening he returned to his 'home in Knickerbocker 
Village after being questioned by the FBI (6-16-50) he took 
jp 7,000 and a Leica camera, which he had in his apartment , and 
gave same to Ethel, his wife • The next morning, Ethel placed 
the money and camera in a brown paper shopping bag and took 
them to the apartment of a CP member who also lived in Knicker- 
bocker Village * Rosenbe rg described this indiv idual as a father 
with two children and a staunch friend of bis. 


You will recall that Julius Rosenbe rg was arrested 
by the Bureau on July IT, 1950 . Extensive inue stigation of 
this allegation by Tartakow was conducted by the New York 'office 
with negative results • . ° 


65-58F36 
APL:mem 
Atta chment 










DETAILS : 


During an interview of David Greenglas s at 
Lewispuza- Penitentiary on Ja nuary 30, 195.3, he recalled 
that ikxvid £n g&l s o i\y jkhe “16 is t 

^League of the Lower East^&f&e 3 was a friend of the _ ^ 
Eosenbergs . Tl \e $ew York Office in checking on ^nge Ison 
and his wife,Var^y Engelson, reported by air-tel of 
February 6, 1953, thatyKr, and ITrsi Engei.&cn are subjects 
of closed Security Matter - C cases in the New York Office , 
that they resided in Knickerbo cker Village and had two 
children • On the basis of this^information, New York was 
instituting investigation on ^Jigelshn as the possible 
recipient of the money and camera front Ethel Rosenberg . 


following: 


The New York Office has also developed the 


Engelson was arrested on September 25, 1952, by 
the United States Secret Service for fraudulently obtaining 
a gold buying certificate and selling gold in the black \ 
market • In December , 1952, he pleaded guilty and received 
two years suspended sentence and probation, plus c $1,000 
fine . According to probatio n records , 'Engelson became active 
in the black market* in. I960, Re operated the Snap Band 
Company and the ftp^sc lie CmUQn y? bo th of New York 
City, and was authori zed to purchase 15a ounces of gold per 
day for business uses . Re would purchase approximately yd, OOO 
worth of gold each day and dispose of the gold the same day 
to one of his contacts, which resulted in the gold ending up \ 
in the j±ick market • He would realise a profit of up to 37,00 
an ounce * At the present time , Engelson is cooperating with’ 
the Secret Service against his co -conspirators and he will 
appear before a Federal Grand Jury bn February 16, 1953 , to 
j testify against them » 

/ _ According to U, S . Probation Officer, if Engelson 

violates his probation, he would be subject to a sentence of 
up to ten years and a $10,000 fine on each of three counts • 

( The U . S . Secret Service and the Probation Office are aware 
of the Bureau l s interest in EngellNlF and have offered to ' 
cooperate with the New York' Office in every possible way. 

The New York Office recommends that after llngel&dn 's> 
testimony before the Federal Grand Jury on February 16, 1953, 

* arrangements be made for the U . S . Probation Officer to call t 
Bn gels on to his office and upon arrival direct him. to another 
office, which will be made available to Bureau agents , and that 
Fndelsbn be thoroughly interviewed concerning his association 

- 2 - 



with the Rosenbergs and his Comi .unis t Party activities* i , 

NYO also re contends that his wife, Mary Lnyelson , be in- 
terviewed simultaneously . NYO also advised that AUSA 
James Kilsheimer , who is handling the Rosenberg case, is 
willing to subpoena £ngel$on and his wife before a Federal 
Grand Jury when and if the New York Office desires , 

Bureau files reflect thaY¥r» < 9^^rs7^ngelson r. ' . 
tie rye active CP member s' fo n - V fC ■■ tier * case o&as 

closed tn 1944, and hfs case was closed in 1949 • Re is ir- 
on the Security Index at the present time* (100-4960?) ~ 

OBSERVATIO NS: 

The Rosenberg inuestipatio n reflects that undoubtedly 
Julius Rosenberg had access to great sums of money in connection 
with his espionage activiti es as evi denced by the $5,000 he 
gave to David Gree nglass to assist him in his escape . There- 
fore, it is highly probable that Rosenberg had a large sum of 
money and a Leica canera in his apcr trnent, which he disposed 
of in anticipation of being arrested after Greengla ss was 
picked up • 

Because of Inge Ison ’ £ known ass ociation with the 
Rosenbergs, and the possibility he was the recipient of the 
money and camera}* it is believed that he and his wife should 
be interviewed concerning this matter* It is felt that the 
denial of clemency for the Rosenbergs by President Eisenhower 
at this time, coupled with a possible belief by' Engel's on that 
his probation might be revoked if he does not co ope rate , gives 
us a great psychological advantage in approaching him. after * =■ 
his appearance before a Federal {Grand Jury on February 16, 

2953* Also, if he was the recipient of this money , it migh't 
appear to him that by being approached at this time, the 
Rosenbergs might have talked in an effort to safe themselves 
and implicate him • 

t 

R a COHN L IDA T ION : 

In view of the foregoing, it is recommended that 
the suggestions of the New York Office be approved and that 
the attached ^teletype be transmitted « j 
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AIR-TEL 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF IHVESTIGATION 


(jit' 


r>*' t-v 


K' ' 

V> 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

NY, -*Y; 2/ 10/ S3 , 


... M 

^ Transmit the following Teletype message toj^fu'REAU 

JULICS^ROSENBERG, ET AL; ESPIONAGE R. RE NY AIR IELS TCj C j 
BUREAU 2/6/53 AND 2/9/53 CONCERN ING^AVID EHGfeSSON, 

ADVISED HI AT ENGELS oKT ]^/jfy 
AND 'GOOSE'' NECK" YSr f - j 


US SECRET SERVICE AGENT 
WHILE OPERATING THE 



>r - (jp^ / 9 

f^aSr^ORT^ATION, NYC, IN 1950-1952, WAS AUTHORIZED TO 
PURCHASE 150 OUNCES OF GOLD PER DAY FOR BUSINESS USES* 


eng: 


WOULD PURCHASE APPROXIMATELY EIGHT THOUSAND DOLLARS 


WORTH OF GOLD EACH DAY WITH CERTIFICATE CHECK DRAWN ON# 
HELLENIC BANK AND TRUST COMPANY, W*C, AND DISPOSE OF THE GOLD 
THE SAME DAY TO ONE OF HIS CONTACTS, WHICH RESULTED IN THE 
GOLD ENDING UP IN THE BLACK MARKET. WOULD MAKE A 

PROFIT UP TO SEVEN DOLLARS AN OUNCE. ENGELSON WAS GIVEN A 
MARKED GOLD BRICK AT THE GOLD MARKET AND WHEN THE MARKED 
BRICK WAS DISCOVERED IN A BLACK MARKET GOLD SHIPMENT, 1JS, 

HAD MADE A CONCLUSIVE CASE AGAINST *ENG3&§QN , RESULTING IN 
HIS INDICTMENT. GELS ON WILL TESTIFY BEFORE FGJ , SDNY, 


<?: 


BUREAU 

IOO-IIJ.59 



jm®., 


. » v 3> 


RAJ-i : JH (#6) 
65-15348 




. iF£g 11 mf 



fr 


Approved:. 


Sent. 


Per 


Special Agent in Charge 


* % 


FD-86 




n l/ 


tamo. BUBEAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

EASE-2 

Transmit the following Teletype message to: 

FEBRUARY 16 NEXT CONCERNING ACCOMPLICES IN GOLD CASE. AFTER 
PGJ TESTIMONY, US SECRET SERVICE AGENT ( ^J((p ADVISES THAT 
ANY ACTION OR INVESTIGATION BY. THIS BUREAU WOULD IN NO WAY 
EFFECT THEIR CASE. NYO RECOMMENDS THAT AFTER %GELs6N> S \) 

FGJ TESTIMONY, ARRANGEMENTS BE MADE FOR US PROBATION OFFICER 
RALPH SqIs^'TO CALL SrGELSON TO HIS OFFICE, AND UPON ARRIVAL, , 
DIRECT HIM TO ANOTHER OFFICE WHICH WILL BE MADE AVAILABLE TO 
BUREAU AGENTS, AND THAT SUBJECT BE THOROUGHLY INTERVIEWED 
CONCERNING HIS ASSOCIATION WITH JULIUS ROSENBERG AND HIS CP 
ACTIVITIES. IT IS ALSO RECOMMENDED THAT AN ATTEMPT BE MADE 
TO INTERVIEW SUBJECT'S WIFE SIMULTANEOUSLY. SUBJECT'S WIFE, 
-MgeisSC “iS MARy'eNGELs' IS SU3JECT OF CLOSED SM..C 
^gE.IHIS OFFICE. ^BUREAU OPINION ON FOREGOING SOLICITED. 

SUTEL. BUREAU REQUESTED TO OBTAIN ALL AVAILABLE INCOME TAX 
RETURNS FOR DAVID ENGEL&Sft'ANB MAR v {.EHGEL§Off, 16 MONROE * 

STREET, NY 2, NY, SNAP BAND ^GOmIS3?^NI> COMPANY , 

both 9 ¥kmr street, ny, ny. Sjgelson advised management 

KNICKERBOCKER VILIAGE HOUSING PROJECT IN INCOME STATEMENT 
ENDING JULY, 1951, THAT IN PRECEDING 12 MONTH PERIOD, HE 
EARNED $3,3814.. 21).. IF BUREAU AUTHORIZES INTERVIEW, IT IS NOT 1 
CONTEMPLATED THAT INTERVIEW WOULD BE HELD IN ABEYANCE PENDING 
RECEIPT OF ENGELSON'S INCOME TAX RETURNS. AUSA JAPES I ILSHEIMER 

U' 


Approved:. 


Sent. 


Per 


Special Agent in Charge 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

PAGE 3' 


Transmit the following Teletype message to; 

HAS ADVISED TEAT HE WILL SUBPOENA ENGELS ON AND WIFE BEFORE 

V 

FGJ, SDNY, AND INTERROGATE THEM CONCERNING JULIUS^OSEHBERG 
AND CP BACKGROUND WHEN AND IF NYO DESIRES. NYO ^RECONTACT RUTH 
GREENOLASS, BERNARD GREENGLASS, NATHAN SUSSMAN, AND OTHER V 
PERTINENT INFORMANTS CONCERNING THE tNGEMWS. 


BOARDMAN 


Approved: 


Sent M Per, 


Special Agent in Charge 


t 



FEBRUARY I3 # i 95 j ERUELT 

SAC, NEW Y Rt 

y!uS 'iPfZ-S 6 

* JULIUS ROSENBERG, ET AL, ESPIONAGE • B. REVRAIR-TEl 

^ FEBRUARY tXN, FIFTY THRU* IN ACCORDANCE HTH TOUR 
SUGGESTIONS, SIMULTANEOUS ARE SEPARATE INTERVIEWS OF 
' DAVIE %NDJ&ir m&fa&INNaUTELT AFTER fflOELSOM 9 * 
APPEARANCE BEFORE FQJ OR FEBRUARY 8IXTE<Jl REIT AUTHOR IE i-Mm 
INTERVIEWS S SOULE BE CONDUCTED IN ACCORDANCE WITS EXISTING 

BUREAU REGULATIONS GC VERSING INTERVIEWS OF SUBJECTS CF 

* 

SECURITY CASES * BUREAU REQUEST IMG COPIiS OF ALL AVAILABLE 
I NCOS E TAX RETURNS FOR THE SNQELSQNS' AND YOU SILL 

FURNISHED SAKE WHEN RECEIVED. JUUEDUTUY ADVISE BUREAU 
Of ANY IMPORTANT DEVELOPMENTS. 

HOC VEJi e 



1+46 

NccfcoJ* 

BcIrom 


Cle** 

Claris 

harbo 

Homo 

Tiaqi 

L*a*kli* 

Moht_ 

Vinieriavd 

Tel*. R» 

HoJiaun 

Cud; 
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0> - BUREAU 


fcVunutD 

rAK:MAS (# 6) , 5 , ' tr '* 

65-153U8 *' 



*■' Approved : _ — - 

Special Agent in Charge 


Sent. M 


Per 



